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4. Mikado-Nameh is the work of one of the rare Iranian thinkers who
at the beginning ot the twentieth century and in the critical and
turbulent period of the Constitutional Revolution dared to expand
their look from internal events towards a broader scope, that is
towards international occurrences and trends of thoughts, as well as

the international division lines beyond the borders of Iran.

Ali Mir-Ansari
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basis of his social viewpbints and ideas. Mikado-Nameh hence enjoys
the capacity to accept a thorough investigation, in order to get access
to the intellectual framework of the poet who is also the
representative of certain trend of thought among Iranian intzllectuals
of the time.

The first edition of Mikado-Nameh appeared in 1906 in Calcutta.
After 100 years from the first appearance of this book, the following
points provide good reasons to proceed with a new edition of same.
1. This work is the fruit of the thoughts and ideas of an Iranian
constitutional thinker. Moreover, this year is concurrent with the
centennial of the Constitutional Revolution in Iran. As a
consequence, there is a need to pay attention to Mikado-Nameh as
the representative of the intellectual product of Iranian
Constitutionalists, and it could likewise serve as a reliable source to
investigate the Iranian intellectual trend of thought during the
Constitutional period.

2. Mikado-Nameh is the only compiled work in Persian language in
which the emotions and the outlooks of the nineteenth century
Iranians towards Japan, Japanese Constitutional Revolution, the
subsequent scientific developments, as well as the war with Tzarian
Russia are depicted.

3. The composer of Mikado-Nameh has therein expressed his teelings
about Tzarian Russia, which is looked at as a power that besieged
Iran, occupied certain parts of the Iranian soil and added them to its
territory, during an unequal war. This work is therefore a reliable
source to lead us towards a good knowledge about the collective
spirit of the Iranian people in relation to the issues concerning their

homeland, at the threshold of the twentieth century.
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5. Shaho.
6. Mukden.
7. Tilang

8. Tsushima.

C. ENDING

Mikado-Nameh lends itself to a detailed study and analysis from three
main perspectives: historical, literary and social.

1. Historical perspective: Mikado-Nameh is a poetic narrative about
one of the most important occurrences of the early twentieth century.
The poet presents himself as a historical narrator who has no
commitment but reporting the war news in details and with
exactitude. Therefore, from the historical point of view, his work
could at least be considered as one of unique sources in Persian
language available on Japan- Russia War, if we ignore the fact that it
could likewise serve a reliable source on the said war.

2. Literary perspective: Mikado-Nameh is the first epic poem of the
twentieth century in Farsi, imitating the style of Shah-Nameh in its
composition. The poet of Mikado-Nameh has resorted to the
imitation and repetition of poetic and epic imagery already found in
the previous epic poems, in order to shape his stories in verse. The
great artistic achieve:ment of the poet is his proper use of European
lexicon wherever necessary, as well as his indication of exotic and
remote index and geographical names belonging to the Far East.

3. Social perspective: Mikado-Nameh is a work belonging to one of

the Iranian constitutional thinkers, and it was thus shaped on the
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penetrated into the area of literature, and especially found its way in
Persian poetry. This approach paved the ground for the composition
of odes and verses about Japan, an undertaking by scholarly poets
such as Malek Ol-Shoaraye Bahar and Adib Ol-Mamalek Farahani.
With the continuation of this dominant literary trend, a poet and
thinker by the name of Hossein-Ali Tajer Shirazi who was brought up
in the cultural milieu of India initiated the composition of his epic on
Japah-Russia War, portraying Japan’s victories in epic language. He
gave the name of Mikado-Nameh to his artistic creation.

The concerned epic consists of 2000 couplets, the main theme of
which is the war between Japan and Russia in 1904-05. The book is
in fact divided into 26 parts which are categorized as follows, by

subject matter:

A. INTRODUCTION

1. Admiration and appraisal of the exalted God.

2. Foreword; the story of the kings of ancient Iran.

3. A description of the improvements in Russia, originated from the
wisdom of Peter the Great.

4. A Short account of the progress in Japan.

5. War between Japan and China.

6. Russia’s occupation of Manchuria and Port Arthur.

B. JAPAN- RUSSIA WAR, including the following battles:
1. Manchuria.

2. Port Arthur.

3. Korea.

4. Lia Yang.




MIKADO-NAMEH is an epic poem on Japan-Russia War of
1904-05, composed in Farsi by Hossein-Ali Tajer Shirazi.

During the last decade of the nineteenth century, and particularly
with the establishment of Constitutional Regime in Japanin 1899,
many Iranian thinkers who were preparing themselves for the
occurrence of similar event in Iran focused their attention on the Far
East. They attempted to echo the positive results of such new
establishment in Japan, by pointing out the many social and scientific
progresses made in that country, in order to encourage Iranian
people to have an identical regime in Iran. Five years later, there was
a war between Japan and Russia. By the end of this war, Japan had
gained many military victories leading to its acceptance as a new
power influential at both the regional and international levels, and
affecting the sway of political balance of the world. Moreover, Japan
began to serve as a new model for Asian nations. This impo}tant
change revived the focus of Iranian thinkers on the Far East issues,
whose distance with the inauguration of Constitutional Movement in
Iran was only one year. This time, they retlected the news of Japan’s
victorious achievements in a wide scale, exceeding the previous scope

which was in fact limited to media. It was to the extent that it
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