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1 - Sh. Inayatullah, "Bibliophilism in Mediaeval Islam," Islamic Culture 12 (April
1938):155.

2 - Olga Pinto, "The Libraries of the Arabs During the Time of the
Abbasides."” trans. F. Krenkow, Islamic Culture 3 (April 1929): 212.

3 - Inayatullah, p. 166.

4 - Mehdi Nakosteen,History of Islamic Origins of Western Education: A.D. 800 -
1350 (Boulder, Colorado: University of Colorado press, 1964), p. 65. This

quotation was reported to have been uttered by the Muslim scholar al - Jahiz

and found in his celebrated book, al - Hayawan, vol. 1, pp. 50 - 51.
5 - Ahmad Shalaby, History of Muslim Education (Beirut: Dar al - Kashaf,
1954), p. 76. In a footnote on this quotation, Shalaby reported that it was

attributed to the Muslim scholar, Ibn al - Arabi.

6 - Citing al - Fakhri by Ibn al - Tigtaqi to be the source of this quotation,
Shalaby (pp. 74 - 75) gave the full Arabic text of this verse. The English
translation is that of Inayatullah (p. 166). The present arrangement belongs to
this writer.

7 - Shalaby, p. 77.

8 - Ruth S. Mackensen, "Background of the History of Moslem Libraries," The
American Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures 51 (January 1935):
115, '

9 - Khalil Mahmud, "The Influence of the Holy Quran on the Development of
Libraries," Nigeria Journal of Islam 1 (January - June 1971): 16.

10 - Ruth S. Mackensen, "Moslem Libraries and Sectarian Propaganda,” The
American Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures 51 (Jaunary 1935):
83.
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11 - S. Bashirudden,"The Fate of Sectarian Libraries in Medieval Islam," Libri 17
(No. 3, 1967): 153.

12 - Mahmud, p. 16.

13 - Mackensen, "Background of the ...," 51 (January 1935): 116. Mahmud (p.
16) also had the same gsotation.

14 - San Alvaro was a Christian ecclesiastic who lived in ninthcentury
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1 - Ahmad Shalaby, History of Muslim Education (Beirut: Dar al - Kashaf,
1954), p. 95.

2 - Khalil Mahmud, "The Influence of the Holy Quran on the Development of
Libraries,"Nigeria Journal of Islam 1(January - June 1971): 17. Neither

Shalaby nor Mahmud nor other writers who have used the terms "semi” when
categorizing Muslim libraries were able to overcome the ambiguity associated
with the use of such terms. Writing on this subject, Nakosteen (p. 66)held the
view that the "semi" category was open only to select groups. If this is the
case, do academic, special, or rayal libraries fall into this category? And if so,
why not place them under such headings.

3 - Muhammad Shafi, "Libraries and Learning in the Muslim World," Pakistan
Library Review 3 (March 1961): 35. On closer analysis of books and libraries
under the Umayyads, one finds no specific reference to a "state library.” If this
is the case, then what Shafi, probably, had in mind was the royal library
which, undoubtedly, was the largest in Damascus.

4 - Shawqi Daif, Tarikh al - Adab al - Arabi, vol. 3: Al - Asr al - Abbasi al -
Awal (Cairo: Dar al - Maarif Bimisr, 1971 - 1973), pp. 110 - 112.

5 - Khuda Bukhsh, "The Islamic Libraries," Tie Nineteenth Century and After 52
(July 1¢)2): 128. Some writers (Pinto, p. 220) held the view that the library

founded by Harun al-Rashid was merely an adjunct to an already existing

academy; i. e, "Dar al-Ilm" or "Bait al - Hikma" which was established earlier
by the same caliph. Although this may have been the case, and there is no
absolute reason to believe so, the name "Bait al - Hikma" came to signify a
library first and an academy or a research center second.

6 - Contrary to many sources which claim that al - Mamun Harun al - Rashid’s
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son, was the founder of Bait al - Hikma, there is compelling evidence that it
was Harun al - Rashid himself who initiated the founding of this famous
library. In two different places (Al - Fihrist, p. 105 under "Allan al - Shuubi”
and p. 274 under "Abu Sahl al - Fadl Ibn Nobakht"), Ibn al - Nadim
referred to Bait al - Hikma as if it were in existence during the lifetime of
Harun al - Rashid.

7 - The Barmecides, or al - Baramika, is the name of a Muslim persian family
whose members gained power and political influence during much of the reign
of Harun al - Rashid.

8 - Bukhsh, p. 128.

9 - Shalaby, p. 96.

10 - Ruth S. Mackensen,"Background of the History of Muslim Libraries, "The
American Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures 51 (January 1935):
124. ‘ ‘

11 - Muhammad Ibn Ishaq Ibn al - Nadim, Kitab al - Fihrist, ed. Gustav Flugel
(Leipzig: Verlag Von F. C. W. Vogel, 1872), P. 243, It is to be noted that the
third leader of the commission, named "Salma" or "Sulma," is reported by Ibn
al - Nadim to be the "Sahib," or "Librarian," of Bait al - Hikma. In P. 174
Ibn al - Nadim reported that both of Sahl Ibn Harun and said Ibn Harun
also served as librarians of Bait al - Hikma. In P. 339 Ibn al - Nadim also

indicated that the Christian Physician - trans - lator, Yuhanna Ibn Masawaih

was a fourth member of al - Mamun’s commission to Byzantium.

12 - Shalaby, P. 96.

13 - Bukhsh, P. 128.

14 - Ibn al - Nadim, P. 5; Shalaby, P. 96; and Bukhsh, P. 128. Mackensen
("Four Great ...," 2: 285) maintained that this document was a fraud.

15 - Ibn al - Nadim, P. 105 and P. 274.

16 - Ruth S. Mackensen, "Four Great Libraries of Medieval Baghdad," The
Library Quarterly 2 (July 1932): 282. Although Ibn al - Nadim did not

mention that the Elements was specifically translated for Harun al - Rashid,




AN \':‘j'\s!,

he did write (p. 265) that the book was first translated by al - Hajjaj Ibn
Matar in what came to be known as the "Haruni Naql;" i. e., the “recording”
or "translation” during the reign of Harun al - Rashid.

17 - Bukhsh, p. 128. There are some indications (Daif, 3: 110 - 111) that the
Muslims came in contact with the literature of India even before the reigﬁ of
Harun al - Rashid.

18 - Mackensen, "Four Great ...," 2: 284. Bukhsh (p. 129) recorded the names of
several scholars associated with Baith al - Hikma.

19 - Bukhsh, p. 128. Also see: The Encyclopaedia of Islam, 4 vols. (1911 - 1938),
2:1045.

20 - Mackensen, "Background of ...,” 51: 124.

21 - A. L. Tibawi, "Muslim Education in the Golden Age of the
Caliphate," Islamic Culture 28 (July 1954): 434.

22 - Ibid.

23 - This can be deduced from the fact that there is virtually no mention of such

an observatory during the reign of Harun al - Rashid.

24 - Daif, 3:115.

25 - Mackensen, "Four Great ...," 2: 283.
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- Ruth S. Mackensen, "Background of the History of Muslim Libraries," The

American Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures 51 (January 1935):
123

- Ruth S. Mackensen, "Four Great Libraries of Medieval Baghdad," The

Library Quarterly 2 (July 1932): 279 - 280.

- Julian Ribera  "Bibliofolosy = Bibliotecas .en la  Espana
Musulmana." Disertaciones y Opuscules (Madrid 1928): 181 - 218. This essay
was translanted to Arabic by : Jamal Muhammad Mahraz, "Al - Maktabat
wa - Huwat al - Kutub fi Ispanya al - Islamiya," Majallat Mahad al -
Makhtutat al - Arabiya 4 (May 1958): 77 - 96 and 5 (may 1959): 69 - 101.

- Abd al - Latif Ibrahim, Dirasat fi al - Kutub wa - Almktabat al - Islamiya

(Cairo: Dar al - Shab, 1962), Ist essay, pp. 5 - 86. This study consists of five
separate essays , each with its own pagination. In the very beginning of his
investigation (p. 5) Ibrahim wrote that his intention was to study the libraries
of the Mamluke schools which, in his opinion, were "muasasat diniyya
talimiyya;" "_.e.:. "religious educational institutions.” If this was the case, then

why mosque libraries were not discussed in more detail?

- Ibrahim_Shabuh, "Sijil Qadim li - Maktabat Jami al - Qayrawan,"Majallatb

Mahad al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 2 {November 1956): 339

Quran, sura 3: verse 3.

Muhammad A. Ahmad, Dirasat fi al - Turath al - Arabi (Cairo : Maktabat
al - Anglo 1979), p. 195. Ribera (4: 94 - 96) provided a fascinating glimpse
into the art of copying the Quran in Muslim Spain.

More information about this dynasty was given in Footnote 149. Chapter V1.
Evariste Levi - Provencal, Nukhab Tarikhiya Jamia li - Akhbar al - Maghrib
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al - Agse (Paris: La Rose, 1948), p. 68.

10 - The Sanhaji dynasty, also known as "Banu Zayri al - Sanhajiyyun," came to
power in Tunisia on the heels of the 333 | 944 successful revolt of the Berber
leader Mukhlad Ibn Kaydad (mentioned in Chapter I) against the Fatimid
rule of Bani Ubayd. Extending its hegemony over Tunisia and nearby regions
for more than a century, the Sanhaji dynasty was characterized by strong
rulers of whom the most famous was al - Muiz Ibn Badis who reigned from
406 [ 1015 until his death in 454 | 1062.

11 - Shabuh (p. 340) reported that Um al - Ulu was the mother and not the
sister of Ibn Badis.

12 - Muhammad A. Ahmad, "Al - Maktaba al - Tunusiya wa - Inayatuha bi -
Almakhtut al - Arabi," Majallat Mahad al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 17 (May
1971): 180. ,

13 - Although Ibn Dugmaq did not mention the source of al - Hakim’s gift, it is

most likely that this large donation of "masahif® came from the caliph’s
palace library which was discussed in the preceding chapter.

14 - Youssef Eche, Les Bibliotheques Arabes, Publiques et Semi - Plubliques en

Mesopotamie, en Syrie et en Egypte au Moyen Age (Damascus: Institut
Francais, 1967), p. 137.

' 15--Jamal al - Din Abu al - Mahasin Ibn Taghribirdi, Al - Nujum al - Zahira fi
Muluk Misr wa - Algahira, 12 vols. (Cairo: Dar al - Kutub al - Misriya,

- 1932), 4: 177.

16 - Ahmad Ibn Ali al - Magqrizi, Al - Mawaiz wa - Alitibar fi Dhikr al - Khitat
wa - Alathar, ed. Ahmad Ali al - Mulaiji, 3 vols. (Beirut: Dar al - Urfan,
1959), 3: 194.

17 - Eche, p. 137. No explanation was found regarding the discrepancy between

the numbers of "masahif" reported by al - Misbahi and those reported by al -
Ayni. One possible explanation is that the two were separate gifts given during
the same year.

18 - Al - Magqrizi, 3: 221.
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19 - Eche, p. 137.
20 - Shabuh, p. 347 and pp. 357 - 358.
21 - Eche, pp. 136 - 137. Zu al - Qadda is the 11th month of the Muslim lunar

calendar.
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1 - Julian  Ribera, ‘"Bibliofolosy Bibliotecas en la  Espana
Musulmana,"Disertaciones y Opuscules (Madrid 1928): 181 - 218. This essay
was translated to Arabic by: Jamal Muhammad Mahraz, "Al - Maktabat wa -
Huwat al - Kutub fi Ispanya al - Islamiya,” Majallar Mahad al - Makhturat
al - Arabiya 4 (May 1958): 77 - 96 and 5(May 1959):69 - 101. The present

citation was taken from 5: 77.

2 - This mosque has since been converted into a cathedral. It is fo be noted that
with the return of Spain into the Christian fold, almost all Muslim mosques
there were either torn down or converted into churches and museums.

3 - Nicknamed "al - Dakhil," or the "Conqueror," Abd al - Rahman was the
founder of the Umayyad House in Spain. There is more about him in Chapter
V.

4 - Ahmad Ibn Muhammad al - Maqarri, Nafh al - Tib min Ghusn al -

Andalus_ al - Ratib, ed. Ihsan Abbas, 8 vols. (Beirut: Dar Sadir, 1968), 1: 398.

Arabicannals are full of references to an "Uthmani Mushaf" that existed or was

destroyed here and there. Uthman, 3rd Muslim caliph, must have written
several copies of the Quran if all the citations of an "Uthmani Mushaf" were
to be proven genuine.

5 - Ribera, 5:90.

6 - Ibid,, 5:91.

7 - Ibid., 5:79.

8 - Abd Allah Ibn al - Abbas al - Jarari, Tagadum al - Arab fi al - Ulum wa -
Alsinnaat wa - Ustaziyatahum li - Awruba (Cairo: Dar al - Fikr al - Arabi
1961), p. 228. «

9 - Al - Aabid al - Fasi, "Khizanat al - Qarawiyyin wa - Nawadiruha," Majallat
Mahad al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 5 (May 1959): 4. Abu Inan was no
novice to the Founding of libraries. Ahmad [Muhdmmad Abd al - Qadir
Ahmad, Dirasat fi al - Turath al - Arabi (Cairo: Maktabat al - Anglo, 1979),
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P- 235] reported that this scholar - king established two other libraries, a
private one in his palace and another which he built as public "wagqf," or
"bequest," for all the people of Fez.

10 - Evariste Levi - Provencal, Nukhab Tarikhiya Jamia li - Akhbar al - Maghrib
al - Agsa (Paris: La Rose, 1948), pp. 67 - 68. Also see al - Aabid al - Fasi,
pp-4-5.

11 - Rom Landau, "The Karaouine at Fez," The Muslim World 48 (April 1958):
104.

12 - Abd al - Hadi at - Tazi, Eleven Centuries in the University of al -
Qarawiyyin: 859 - 1960, trans. Daoud Handiya (Mohammedia, Morocco:
Minsitry of Education, 1960), p. 25. It should be noted that during his

research the author came across no other references to this library besides that
of at - Tazi.

13 - Muhammad al - Fasi, Al - Tarif bi - Almaghrib (Cairo: Lajnat al - Bayan
al - Arabi, 1961), p. 47. Sultan Abu Yusuf Yaqub was mentioned in Chapter
VI in connection with the founding of a library a: the Saffarin school in Fez.

14 - Also known as the First Sherifis, the Sadiyya dynasty assumed the rule of
Morocco sometime about 962 | 1554 on the heels of the faltering power of the

Merinis. The most famous ruler of this dynasty was Ahmad al - Mansur (King
987 | 1579 - 1012 /1603)who was nicknamed al - Dhahabi because his reign
is generally regarded as "al - Asr al - Dhahabi" or the "Golden Age," of
Morocco.

15 - Al - Aabid al - Fasi (p. 4) reported that when the building of the
Mansuriya Library was completed, some of the valuable manuscripts
belonging to the Abu Inan Library were transferred to it. One may presume
that this action took place with the knowledge and acquiescence of al -
Mansur.

16 - Ahmad, pp. 212 - 215; and al - Aabid al - Fasi, pp. 5 - 7.

17 - At - Tazi, p. 20.

18 - The most famous dynasty in the annals of Muslim North Aftrica, the
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Muwahhids, or "al - Muwahhidun,” had their inception in a politico religious
movement founded by a zealous spiritualist named al - Mahdi Ibn Tumart
(471 ] 1087 - 524 | 1130). Defeating the forces of their rivals, the Murabits, in
a series of battles between 539 | 1144 and 542 [ 1147, the Muwahhids finally
became the undisputed masters of most of North Africa and large areas of
Muslim Spain. This dynasty remained in power until 658 [ 1259 when it was
displaced by the Merini dynasty or "Banu Marin."

19 - Abd Allah Kanun, "Al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya fi Tatwan." Majallat Mahad
al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 1 (November 1955): 172.

20 - Ahmad, pp. 256 - 257.

21 - Ibid., p. 243.

22 - Kanun, p. 172.

23 - Ibid., p. 173.

24 - Ahmad, pp. 220 - 221.

25 - The Alawi dynasty, or Second Sherifis, came to power in 1071 | 1660 after
the defeat of the First Sherifi, or Sadiyya dynasty. The Alawis reached thei
peak in the long reign of Mulai Ismail who reportedly ruled Morocco for more
than half a century (1083 [ 1672 - 1140 | 1727).

26 - G. Deverdun, "Un Registre d’Inventaire et de Prét de la Bibliotheque de la
Mosquee Ali Ben Youssef," Hesperis 31 (1944): 55 - 56.

27 - Ahmad, p. 189. The events mentioned in this paragraph took place during
the first half of the 9th century A. D.

28 - One of the early Muslim dynasties to rule Tunisia, the Aghlabids remained ir
power from about 184/800 until 297/909 when they were displaced by th.

Fatimid rule of Bani Ubayd.

29 - Ibrahim Shabuh, "Sijil Qadim li - Maktabat Jami al - Qayrawan," Majalla
Mahad al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 2 (November 1956): 339 - 34Q-——

30 - Ahmad, pp. 143 - 144.

31 - Hasan Husni Abd al - Wahab, "Al - Inaya bi - Alkutub wa - Jamuha
Ifrigya al - Tunusiya," Majallat Mahad al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 1 (M«
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1955): 87 - 88. Also see : Muhammad Abd al - Qadir Ahmad, "Al - Maktaba
+ al - Tunusiya wa - Inayatuha bi - Almakhtut al - Arabi," Majallat Mahad al -
Makhtutat al - Arabiya 17 (May 1971): 180.
32 - Shabuh, p. 339.
33 - Al - Habib al - Jinhani, Al - Qayrawan Abr Usur Izdihar al - Hadara al -
Islamiya fi al - Maghrib al - Arabi (Tunis : Al - Dar al - Tunusiya, 1968), pp.
102 - 107. Al - Jinhani also reported that al - Muiz and, later, his son and

successor Tamim repeatedly tried but failed to regain control of the city of
Qayrawan.

34 - Shabuh, p. 340; and Ahmad, "Al - Maktaba al - Tunusiya ...," p. 181.

35 - Shabuh, pp. 340 - 341.

36 - Muhammad Bdiram, "Madinat al - Qayrawan," Al - Mugqtataf 21 (April
1897): 243. Shabuh (p. 341) credited this article for the improvements which
the Atiqga Library has since received.

37 - The Abdaliya Library received the name "Sadigiya™ in 1292 | 1875 after al -
Mushir Muhammad Sadiq, the Ottoman "Bay," or "Governor General," of
Tunisia, issued an official decree for its reorganization and expansion.

38 - More information on this dynasty is found in Footnote #51, Chapter V1.

39 - Ahmad, "Al - Maktaba al - Tunusiya ...," p. 185. In 1956 Mahad al -
Makhtutat al - Arabiya, or the Institute of Arabic Manuscripts, sent a team to
Tunisia to observe the condition of manuscripts found in its major libraries.
This team’s account of the Abdaliya Library is found in Majallat Mahad al -
Makhtutat al - Arabiya 2 (November 1956): 391 - 392,

40 - Ahmad, "Al - Maktaba al - Tunusiya ...," p. 186.

41 - Ibid, Ahmad reported that Zakariya sold many of the valuable

manuscripts which he found at the Ahmadiya Library.

42 - Ibid, pp. 185 - 186,

43 - Abd al - Hafiz Mansur, Fihris Makhtutat al - Maktaba al - Ahmadiya bi -
Tunis (Beirut: Dar al - Fath, 1969), pp. 5 - 6. Mansur also wrote of the ample

gifts of books given to the Zaytuna by Ahmad Pasha and other generous men.
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44 - Ahmad Khairi, "Bad al - Maktabat al - Qayyima al - Khassa al - Lati

kanat bi - Misr fi Hadha al - Asr wa - Indatharat," Majallat Mahad al -
Makhtutat al - Arabiya 10 (May 1964): 188 - 189. It is to be noted that some
books did escape the bombing. However, as Khairi obseved: "What escaped

destruction did not escape the hands of those who had no moral scruples."

45 - Jirji Zaidan, Tarikh Adab al - Lugha al - Arabiya, 4 vols. (Cairo: Dar al -

Hilal, 1957), 4: 109 - 110. Al - Banna became the first librarian of the
Abbasiya library when it officially opened in 1321 | 1903. .

46 - Ibid,, 4:110.
47 - Ahmad Muhammad al - Khatib, " Makhtutat al - Maktaba al - Ahmadiya

bi - Tanta," Majallat Mahad al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 1 (May 1955): 70.

48 - Ibid. For a detailed look at the manuscripts of the Ahmadiya Library see:

Ali Sami al - Nashar, Abdu al - Rajihi, and Jalal Abu al - Futuh, Fihris
Makhtutat al - Masjid al - Ahmadi bi - Tanta (Alexandria : Matbaat Jamiat
al - Iskanderiya, 1964) Al - Nashar et al. (p. 2) reported that the oldest book
they located was kitab al - Badi fi Marifat Marusim fi Mushaf Uthman ..
which was also written in 661 | 1219.

49 - For more information on this dynasty see Footnote #113,Chapter L.

50 - Abd al - Rahman Jalal, "al - Makhtutat fi Mahad Dumyat al -

51

Dini,"Majallat Mahad al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 1 (May 1955): 71. Sultan

Qaytbay was not a novice builder of mosques and schools. For more

information on the institutions he built in Cairo see: Hasan Abd al -
Wahab, Tarikh al - Masajid al - Athariya, 2 vols. (Cairo: Dar al - Kutub,
1946), 1: 240 - 250. and 273 - 275.

- Ahmad Ibn Ali al - Magqrizi, Al - Mawaiz wa - Alitibar fi Dhikr al - Khitat
wa - Alathar, ed. Ahmad Ali al - Mulaiji, 3 vols. (Beirut: Dar al - Urfan,
1959), 3: 195. Judge Ahmad, who may have also worked as the mosque’s

chief "shaikh" and librarian, constructed the stairway in order to enable the
users of the library to easily reach the roof where they could read and study in

relatively cooler surroundings than were available downstairs.
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52 - Al - Magrizi, 3: 203.
53 - Abd al - Latif Ibrahim, Dirasat fi al - Kutub wa - Almaktabat al -
Islamiya (Cairo Dar al - Shab, 1962), Ist essay, p. 18. This study consists of

five separate essays, each with its own pagination.

54 - Al - Magqrizi, 3: 237. The four Sunni sects are the Shafii, the Hanafi, the
Hanbali, and the Maliki.

55 - Hasan Ibrahim Hasan, Tarikh al - Dawla al - Fatimiya (Cairo: Maktabat
al - Nahda, 1964) , p. 435. Hasan and many other writrers consistently cited

al - Magqrizi regarding the story that the Fatimid caliph, al - Hakim, ordered
the ransfer of the books of Dar al - Hikma to the Azhar, Hakim, and Maqs
mosques. The main question regarding this report is that how could al -
Hakim, who so carefully nurtured Dar al - Hikma (see Chapter VI),
dismantle it so quickly ? A more thorough reading of what al - Magqrizi wrote,
however, reveals that the books in question were those deposited at Dar al -
Hikma before the month of Ramadan 400 | 1009 when al - Hakim’s
"waqfiyya," or "testimonial of bequest," was reportedly drawn out. In other
words, it is difficult to believe that al - Hakim dismantled his favorite library
in order to give its books to three mosques, one of which (The Hakim,
founded 403 | 1012) was not yet completed. A more logical explanation is
that some books given by al - Hakim were temporarily housed at Dar al -
Hilana until the caliph decided ihat they should be distributed among the
three mosques.

56 - Ibrahim, Ist essay, p. 16.

57 - Ibid., p. 20.

58 - Ibid, p. 64. This mosque is really more of a combination of school -
mosque, a form of building which was enthusiastically espoused by various
Mamluke sultans. There are several institutions similar to the one at hand.
Ibrahim. (Ist essay, pp. 40 - 41) wrote about the libraries of several of them
including those built by Sultan Hasan, Sultan Barsubay al - Duqinaqi, Prince
Taghri Barda, Prince Qani Bay, and others.
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* 59 - Ibrahim, Ist essay, p. 36.

60 - 1bid,, pp. 26 - 27.

61 - Ibid, p. 19.

62 - It is unclear whether the book collections of the Abyad and Qala mosque
were among those deposited at the library of the Muayid Shakih Mosque
which officially opened its doors in 822 | 1419. It is to be noted that the royal
compound at Qalat al - Jabal had its own library. However, much of the
book collection of this library was reportedly (Ibrahim, Ist essay, p. 15)
destroyed in the great fire of 691 [ 1291.

63 - Ibrahim, Ist essay, pp. 28 - 29.

64 - Abd al - Wahab, Tarikh al - Masajid ... 1: 352. [brahim (5th essay) provided
a detailed and an insightful account of this mosque and its library.

65 - Ibid,, 1: 75 and 159.

66 - Al - Maristan al - Mansuri was a haspital whose library was discussed in a

preceding chapter in connection with special libraries. The library and the
mosque of Muhib al - Din al - Waqi’f are no longér in existence.

67 - Abd al - Latif Ibrahim, "Maktaba Arabiya fi Wathiga Uthmaniya," Majallat
al - Maktaba al - Arabiya 2 (1965): 63 - 66. The 239 volumes, mentioned by

Ibrahim, were those found in the library when the "waqfiyya" was drawn up in

934 [ 1527. One may thus assume that the book collection did increase with
the passage of time.

68 - Zaidan, 4:103.

69 - Abd al - Wahab, Tarikh al - Masajid ..., 1: 352. The Maliki "Mazhab" is one
of the four Sunni sects. See Footnote # 54, this chapter. .

70 - Zaidan, 4:104.

71 - Ibrahim, Ist essay, pp. 33 - 35.

72 - William M. Randall, "Some Libraries of Cairo," The Muslim World 28 (July
1938): 228 - 229.

73 - Mohiddin Alwaye, "Al - Azhar ... In Thousand Years," Majallatu’l Azhar:
(Al - Azhar Magazine, English Section) 48 (July 1976): 1.
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74 - Muhib al - Din al - khatib, Al - Azhar: Madihi, wa - Hadirihi, wa - Alhaja
ila Islahihi (Cairo: Al - Matbaa al - Salafiya, 1926), p. 7. Some sources
identify Ibn al - Numan’s book as al - Ikhtisar instead of al - Igtisar.

75 - Muhammad A. Inan, Tarikh al - Jami al - Azhar (Cairo: Muasasat al -
khanji, 1958), pp. 79 - 83. '

76 - Ahmad Muhammad Awf, Al - Azhar fi Alf Aam (Cairo: Al - Azhar, 1970),
p. 60.

77 - If we are to take seriously the report regarding the dismantling of Dar al -
Hikma (See Footnote # 55, this chapter) and the distribution of its books

among the Azhar, Hakim, and Mags mosques, then by the time al - Hakim
passed away in 411 [ 1021, the Azhar must have boasted of a book collection
of at least fifty thousand volumes (see Jawdat, next footnote, p.178)

78 - Saleh Jawdat, Qissat al - Azhar, Rihab al - Ilm wa - Aliman (Cairo: Igra,
1972) p. 178.

79 - The "minbar" is an elevated stand or platform on which the "khatib" usually

stands to deliver the Friday Sermon. See Chapter I for more details.

80 - Unlike most other mosques, instruction at the Azhar was based on what
came to be known as the "riwaq" system. Simply put, a "riwaq" is a long and
spacious loggia or gallery which connects the central open court of the
mosque to a number of rear rooms, upper chambers, cellars, and storage
spaces that make up one residential unit specially endowed to care for the
students of a particular sectarian, ethnic, or regional background from or
outside Egypt. At the system’s height there were almost thirty "arwiqa," plural
for "riwaq.”

81 - Abd al - Wahab, Tarikh al - Masajid ..., 1: 61 - 62.

82 - Inan, p. 298.

83 - Abu al - Wafa al - Maraghi, "Al - Makﬁtutat fi al - Maktaba al -
Azhariya,"Majallat Mahad al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 1 (May 1955): 57 -
58. Al - Maraghi wrote a long and informative serial article on the Azhar

Library. The first installment appeared in: Majallaru’l Azhar: (Al - Azhar
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Magazine, English Section) 14 (1943): 274.

84 - Ahmad, Dirasat fi ..., p. 263.

85 - Ibid., pp. 156 - 157 and 177 - 179.

86 - Zakariya Yusuf, Makhwtat al - Musiga al - Arabiya fi al - Alar
(Baghdad: Matbaat Shafig, 1966 - 1967), p. 11.

87 - Uthman al - Kaak, "Al - Maktabat fi Libya," Alam al - Maktabat 5 (March/
April 1963): 7 - 8.

88 - Quran, sura 17: verse 1.

89 - Muhammad Kurd Ali, Khitat al - Sham, 6 vols. ( Damascus: Al - Matbaa
al - Haditha, 1925 - 1928), 6: 119. kurd Ali wrote (6: 200 - 201) that one of

the most important libraries in al - Sham was the one belonging to the Agqsa

Mosque. However, from what he wrote in other places, one may conclude that
there were more than one book collection. In other words, if a central library
did exist at the Aqsa, it must have existed very early in the mosque’s histroy.

90 - Kurd Ali, 5: 273.

91 - Ibid., 6: 119.

92 - Ibrahim, Ist essay, pp. 31 - 32; and kurd Alj, 6: 119 - 120.

93 - kurd Ali, 6: 202.

94 - Umar A. Tadmuri, Tarikh wa - Athar Masajid wa - Madaris Tarablus fi Asr
al - Mamalik (Tripoli: Dar al - Bilad, 1974), pp. 84 and 129 - 130.

95 - Kurd Ali, 6: 204.

96 - Muhammad kurd Ali, "Al - Kutub wa - Almakatib fi al - Sham," Al -
Mugqtataf 74 (May 1929): 509. T

97 - Muhammad A. Talas, "Al - Makhtutat wa - khazainuha‘ fi Halab," Majallat
Mahad al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 1 (May 1955): 16 - 19.

98 - Youssef Eche, Les Bibliotheques Arabes, Publiques et Semipubliques en

Mesopotamie, en Syrie et en Egypte au Moyen Age (Damascus: Institut Fran -
cais, 1967), p. 246.

99 - Kurd Ali, 6:203.

100 - Eche, p. 247.
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101 - Talas, pp. 12 - 15; Eche, pp. 132 - 136; Zaidan, 4:120 - 121; and kurd Al
6:191.

102 - Eche, p. 208.

103 - Asma al - Humsi, Al - Madrasa al - Zahiriya (Damascus: Majma al -
Lugha al - Arabiya, 1967), p. 39.
104 - Ibid.

105 - Muhammad Ahmad Duhman, Wulat Dimashq fi Ahd al - Mamalik
(Damascus: Al - Maktaba al - Umumiya, 1964), p. 135.

106 - Kurd Ali, "Al - Kuwub ...," p. 510.

107 - Eche, pp. 205 - 206.

108 - Ibid., pp. 202 - 203.

109 - Muhammad Mahir Hamada, Al - Maktabat fi al - Islam: Nashatuha wa -
Tatawuriha wa - Masairuha (Beirut: Muasasat al - Risala, 1970), p. 84.
110 - Rurd Ali, "Al - kutub ..," p. 508. See Eche (pp. 206 - 207) for more

informaﬁon on this library.
111 - Eche, pp. 207 - 208.
112 - Al - Humsi, p. 38.
113 - Ibid., p. 39. The importance of Bait al - Khitaba lies in the fact that the

"khatib" of the Friday Sermon was occasionally the reigning caliph or the
governor of Damascus.

114 - Salah al - Din al - Munajjid, ed., Masjid Dimashq (Damascus: Al -
Matbaa al - Hashimiya, 1948), p. 26. See Footnote #4, this chapter, for more
information on the so - called "Uthmani Mushaf." There is evidence (Al -
Munajjid, p. 26) that the library of Bait al - Khitaba may have existed as early
as the year 492 [ 1098.

115 - Eche, p. 203.

116 - Ibid,, p. 204.

117 - Ibid., p. 208.

118 - Al - Munajjid, p. 25; and Eche, pp. 204 - 205.

- 119 - See the information connected with Foomotes #128, 129, and 130, Chapter
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1, in order to get a better idea of the relationship between "bait al - mal” and
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120 - Kurd Ali, 6:199 - 200; and Zaidan, 4: 117 - 118.

121 - Ali Muhammad al - Shadhili al - Khuli, Dawr al - Masajid al - Tarikhi fi
al - Tathqif al - limi (Cairo: Wazarat al - Awqaf, 1961), p. 15.

122 - Abd Allah Abd al - Jabbar, "Al - Maktabat fi Qalb al - Jazira al -
Arabiya,” Al - Adib 36 (July 1959): 56.

123 - Ibid., p. 56.

124 - Naji Maruf, Al - Madaris al - Sharabiya bi - Baghdad wa - Wasit wa -
Makka (Baghdad Matbaat al - Irshad, 1966), pp. 327 - 329.

125 - Ibid., p. 319. Abd al - Jabbar, p. 56; and Ibrahim, Ist essay, p. 31.

126 - Muhammad Abd al - Rahman al - Shamikh, Al - Talim fi Makka wa -
Almadina Akhir al - Ahd al - Uthmani (Riyadh: Al - Matabi al - Ahliya,
1973), p. 109. also Zaidan, 4: 132.

127 - "Al - Tagqarir,” Majallat Mahad al - Makhtutar al - Arabiya 1 (May 1955):
151. Also see Abd al - Jabbar, p. 56.

128 - Zaidan, 4: 132; al - Shamikh, p. 109; and Abd al - Jabbar, p. 56.

129 - Abd al - Jabbar, p. 57.

130 - Ibid. Also see Ibrahim, Ist essay, pp. 31 - 32.

131 - Ibrahim Rifat, Mirat al - Haramain, 2 vols. (Cairo: Dar al - kutub, 1925),
1: 423. Also see Zaidan, 4: 133 - 134; and "al - Taqarir," p. 152.

132 - Abd al - Jabbar, p. 57.

133 - Qasim al - khattat, "Taqrir an Bithat Mahad al - Makhwutat ila al -
Mamlaka al - Arabiya al - Saudiya," Majallat Mahad al - Makhtutat al -
Arabiya 19 (November, 1973): 396.

134 - Fuad Sayyid, "Makhtutat al - Yaman," Majallat Mahad al - Makhtutat al -
Arabiya 1 (November, 1955): 211 - 212
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20 (May, 1974): 171 - 172.
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136 - Sayyid, p. 211.

137 - Ismail al - Akwa, Ahmad al - Ruqaimi, and Muhammad al - Amir, "Surd
an Dar al - kutub wa - Almaktabat fi al - Yaman wa - Marahil
Tatawuriha,"in Qararat wa - Tawsiyat wa - Buhuth Mutamar al - Idad al -
Biblyughrafi li - Alkitab al - Arabi (Riyadh: Jamiat al - Duwal al - Arabiya,
1974), pp. 637 - 638. Also see Sayyid, pp 195 - 197.

138 - Kurkis Awwad, " Tatawur Fahrasat al - Makhtutat fi al - Iraq," Majallat
al - Majma al - IImi al - Iraqi 23 (1973): 143 - 147.
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Tadamun, 1969), p. 467. Also see Eche, p. 200.

141 - Abd al - Razzaq Shakir al - Badri, "Maktabat Samarra Qadimuha wa -
Hadithuha," Alam al - Maktabat 6 (January | February 1964): 31. It should
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Awwad, p. 154.
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his daughter, Fatima.
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595.




LS 3N e 0
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Hadaya wa - Altuhaf (Cairo: Dar al - Maarif, 1968), p. 196. Also see al -
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1 - Muhammad Abd al - Qadir Ahmad, "Al - Maktaba al - Tunusiya wa -
Inayatuha bi - Almakhtut al - Arabi," Majallat Mahad al - Makhwtat al -
Arabiya 17 (May 1971): 185.

2 - William M. Randall, "Some Libraries of Cairo," The Muslim World 28 (July
1938): 228. It should be noted that, in a few instances, libraries were set up

near the tombs of those who founded them or their parent mosques.
According to Ibrahim (following citation, 5th essay, p. 10), the Muhammadi
Library in Cairo was built near the tomb of its founder, Prince Muhammad
Abu al - Dhahab (died 1189 | 1775). One may suppose that the reason
behind such an action was to keep the founder’s memory alive.

3 - Naji Maruf, Al - Madaris al - Sharabiya bi - Baghdad wa - Wasit wa -
Makka (Baghdad: Matbaat al - Irshad, 1966), pp. 319 and 327. Also see: Abd
al - Latif Ibrahim, Dirasat fi al - Kutub wa - Almaktabat al - Islamiya
(Cairo: Dar al - Shab 1962), Ist essay, p. 31. This study consists of five
separate essays, each with its own pagination.

4 - Ibrahim Rifat, Mirat al - Haramain, 2 vols. (Cairo: Dar al - kutub, 1925), 1:
423. Also see: Jirji Zaidan, Tarikh Adab al - Lugha al - Arabiya, 4 vols.
(Cairo Dar al - Hilal, 1957), 4: 133 - 134.

5 - Ibrahim, Ist essay, pp. 40 - 42.

6 - Muhammad Bairam, "Madinat al - Qayrawan," Al - Mugtataf 21 (April
1897): 243.

7 - Abd al - Hafiz Mansur, Fihris Makhtutat al - Maktaba al - Ahmadiya bi -
Tunis (Beirut: Dar al - Fath, 1969), p. 6.

8 - Al - Aabid al - Fasi, "khizanat al - Qarawiyyin wa - Nawadiruha," Majallat
Mahad al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 5 (May 1959): 5 - 6.

9 - Asma al - Humsi, Al - Madrasa al - Zahiriya (Damascus: Majma al - Lugha
al - Arabiya 1967), p. 39.

10 - See preceding chapter for more information on the violent floods which
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destroyed much of the Sulaymaniya’s valuable books in 1278 | 1861.

11 - Kurkis Awwad, Khazain al - Kutub al - Qadima fi al - Iraq (Baghdad:
Matbaat al - Maarif, 1948), p. 131.

12 - Muhammad Kurd Ali, khitat al - Sham, 6 vols, ( Damascus : Al - Matbaa
al - Haditha, 1925 - 1928), 6:199. Also see Zaidan, 4:117.

13 - Youssef Eche, Les Bibliotheqés Arabes, Publiques et Semipubliques en

Mésopotamie, en Syrie et en Egypte au Moyen Age  (Damascus:  Institut
Francais, 1967), p. 132. Also see kurd Ali, 6:191.

14 - Al - Fasi, p. 5.

15 - "Bithat Mahad al - Makhtutat ila Tunis," Majallat Mahad al -
Makhtutat al - Arabiya 2 (November 1956): 391. For more information on
the "riwaq" system see Footnote # 80 in the preceding chapter.

16 - Ismail al - Akwa, Ahmad al - Ruqaimi, and Muhammad al - Amir, "Sura
an Dar al - Kuwub wa - Almaktabat fi al - Yaman wa - Marahil

Tatawuriha,"in Qararat wa - Tawsiyat wa - Buhuth Mutamar al - Idad al -
Biblyughrafi li - Alkitab al - Arabi (Rihadh: Jamiat al - Duwal al - Arabiya,
1974), p. 637.

17 - Al - Humsi, p. 38.

18 - Abd Allah Abd al - Jabbar, "Al - Maktabat fi Qalb al - Jazira al - Arabiya,"

Al - Adib 36 (July 1959): 57.

19 - Muhammad A. Inan, Tarikh al - Jami al - Azhar (Cairo: Muasasat al -

khanji, 1958), p. 299. Also see: Mubib al - Din al - khatib, Al - Azhar: Madihi,

wa - Hadirihi wa - Alhaja ila Islahihi (Cairo: Al - Matbaa al - Salafiya,
1926), p. 32.

20 - Abd al - Jabbar, p. 56.

21 - Kurd Ali, 6: 119.

22 - Ali Sami al - Nashar, Abdu al - Rajihi, and Jalal Abu al - Futuh, F_lh_rg
Makhtutat al - Masjid al - Ahmadi bi - Tanta (Alexandria: Matbaat Jamiat
al - Iskandariya, 1964), p. 1. Also see: Muhammad Abd al - Jawad, Hayar

Mujawir fi al - Jami al - Ahmadi (Cairo: Matbaat al - ltimad, 1947), p. 112.
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The latter book contained (p. 113) a map on which the location of the
library in relation to the mosque was clearly illustrated.

23 - Abd al - Latif Ibrahim, "Maktaba Arabiya fi Warhiga Uthmaniya,"Majallat
al - Maktaba al - Arabiya 2 (1965): 63 - 64.

24 - This and the preceding chapter contain further information on all libraries

mentioned so far.

25 - A. L. Tibawi, Islamic Education: Its Tradition and Modernization into the
Arab National Systems (London: Luzac & Co., 1972), p. 27.

26 - Muhammad Mahir Hamada, Al - Maktabat fi al - Islam: Nashatuha wa -
Tatawuriha wa - Masairuha (Beirut: Muasasat al - Risala, 1970), p. 175.

Hamada gave (pp. 175 - 184) an excellent account of the subject of book
copying as it related to Muslim librarianship.

27 - Johs. Pedersen, "Some Aspects of the History of the Madrasa," Islamic
Culture 3 (October 1929): 528.

28 - Kurd Ali, 6:119.

29 - Hamada, p. 176. Also see: The New Columbia Encyclopedia, 1975 ed., p.
1306

30 - See Chapters I and III for more information on the ample services and

facilities which were provided gratis to the teachers and scholars who resided
in mosques.

31 - Abd al - Hamid Yunus and Uthman Tawfiq, Al - Azhar (Cairo: Dar al -
Fikr al - Arabi, 1946), pp. 140 - 141.

32 - Eche, p. 247.

33 - Awwad, pp. 154 - 155. The preceding chapter contains more information
on the unusual circumstances surrounding the establishment of the Zaydi
Library.

34 - Mansur, pp. 5 - 6.

35 - Ibrahim, Ist essay, pp. 28 - 29.

36 - Hasan Abd al - Wahab, Tarikh al - Masajid al - Athariya, 2 vols. (Cairo:
Dar al - kutub, 1946), 1:352. Also see Ibrahim, 5th essay, p. 10.
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37 - Abd Allah al - Jaburi, Maktabat al - Awqaf al - Aama, Tarikhuha wa -
Nawadir Makhtutatiha (Baghdad: Matbaat al - Maarif, 1969), p. 89.

38 - For more information on the various aspects of the system of "waqf" see: The
Encyclopaedia of Islam, 4 vols. (1911 - 1938), 4:1096 - 1103.

39 - Muhammad Abd al - Qadir Ahmad, Dirasat fi al - Turath al - Arabi(Cairo:
Maktabat al - Anglo, 1979), pp. 214 - 215. It is reported (p. 215) that al -

Mansur’s palace library in Marrakech contained as many as fifty thousand

volumes.

40 - Cousins of the Merinis, or "Banu Marin," (see Footnote # 149, Chapter VI)
Banu Wattas became dominant in the latter years of the Merini rule of
Moracco. Both dynasties were effectively displaced by the First Sherifis, or
Sadiyya dynasty, sometime about 962 [ 1554.

41 - Ahmad, Dirasat fi ..., pp. 235 - 236, 247; and al - Fasi, pp. 3 - 5.

42 - Abd Allah Kanun, "Al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya fi Tatwan,"Majallat Mahad
al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 1 (Novermber 1955): 173.

43 - Ibrahim Shabuh, "Sijil Qadim li - Maktabat Jami al - Qayrawan,"Majallat
Mahad al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 2 (November 1956): 340.

44 - Ibrahim, Ist essay, pp. 31 - 32; and Abd al - Jabbar, pp. 56 - 57.

45 - Maruf, p. 327.

46 - Muhammad Asad Talas, “Al - Makhtutat wa - Khazainuha fi
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50 - Hasan Husni Abd al-Wahab, "Al - Inaya bi - Alkutub wa - Jamuha fi Ifriqgya
al - Tunusiya," Majallat Mahad al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 1 (May 1955):
87. It seems that the primary intention of al - Muiz in giving Abu Bakr

expensive books was to encourage the pious man to sell the books and thus



obtain the necessary funds lo purchase a house of his own. It is extremely
unlikely that the highly erudite king had no use for those valuable books
which he so generously gave away.

51 - Fuad Sayyid, "Makhtutat al - Yaman," Majallat Mahad al - Makhtutat al -
Arabiya 1 (November 1955): 211.

52 - Eche, pp. 202 - 208; Kurd Ali, 6: 192 - 193; and Hamada, p. 84.

53 - Awwad, pp. 151 - 156.

54 - Al - Jaburi, pp. 51 - 53. and 82 - 84.

55 - Zaidan, 4: 110.

56 - "Taswir al - Makhtutat min Tanta, wa - Almansura, wa - Dumyat,"Majallat
Mahad al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 3 (November 1957): 343. The Ahmadiya

Library owed its very existence to the thousands of manuscripts which were

bequeathed to its parent mosque by the many teachers and studnts who
frequented the Ahmadi Mosque over the years.

57 - Ibrahim, Ist essay, p. 16.

58 - Yunus and Tawfig, pp. 149 - 151.

59 - Kazim al - Dujaili, "Maktabat al - Najaf," Lughat al - Arab 3 (May 1914):
595.

60 - Ahmad, "Al - Maktaba ...," p. 186.

61 - Saleh Jawdat, Qissat al - Azhar, Rihab al - Ilm wa - Aliman (Cairo: Igra,
1972) p. 178.

62 - Al - Akwa et al,, p. 637.

63 - Sayyid, p. 212.

64 - Abd al - Jabbar, p. 56.

65 - Talas, pp. 12 - 13.

66 - Kurd Ali, 6: 193.

67 - Al - Jaburi, p. 56.

68 - Zaidan, 4: 104, and 109 - 110.

69 - Ibrahim, "Maktaba ...," p. 64.

70 - The multiplication of titles in mosque libraries is amply illustrated in the
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various lists and catalogs - full and partial enumerated upon in the sources
mentioned in this as well as in the preceding chapter.

71 - Julian  Ribera, "Bibliofolosy = Bibliotecas en la  Espana
Musulmana,” Disertaciones y Opuscules (Madrid 1928): 181 - 218. This essay
was translated to Arabic by: Jamal Muhammad Mahraz, "Al - Maktabat wa -
Huwat al - kutub fi Ispanya al - Islamiya, " Majallat Mahad al - Makhtutat
al - Arabiya 4 (May 1958): 77 - 96 and 5 (May 1959): 69 - 101. The present
citation was taken from 5:72 - 73.

72 - Ahmad, Dirasat fi ..., p. 239.

73 - Mansur, pp. 8 - 9.

74 - Al - Nashar et al, pp. 1 - 2.

75 - Ibrahim, Ist essay, p. 18; and Pedersen, p. 527.

76 - Mohiaddin Alwaye, "Al - Azhar ... In Thousand Years," Majallatu’l Azhar:
(Al - Azhar Magazine, English Section) 48 (July 1976): 2.

77 - There are numerous accounts of the nature and subject matter of the book

collections found at the Azhar. It suffices to mention a few: Ibrahim, 2 nd
essay, pp. 23 - 30, and 3rd essay, pp. 7 - 8. Yunus and Tawfiq, pp. 146 - 148;
Jawdat, pp. 181 - 183; and Inan, pp. 76 - 90, and 297 - 300.

78 - Ibrahim, "Maktaba ...," pp. 65 - 60.

79 - G. Deverdun, "Un Registre d'Inventaire et de prét de la Bibliothéque de la
Mosquee Ali Ben Youssef," Hespéris 31 (1944): 56. Also see: Zakariya
Yusuf, Makhutat al - Musiqa al - Arabiya fi al - Alam (Baghdad: Matbaat
Shafig, 1966 - 1967), pp. 9 - 10.

80 - Awwad, pp. 152 - 153; and Eche, pp. 192 - 193.

81 - Hasan Husni Abd al- Wahab, "Bait al - Hikma al - Tunusi, Bahth
Tarikhi fi Awwal Musasa Ilmiya Jamia fi al - Bilad al - Ifriqiya," Majallat
Majma al - Lugha al - Arabiya (Cairo) 30 (1963 - 1964): 128.

82 - Al - Fasi, p. 16. There is a possibility that the chapters of the Bible,

mentioned by al - Fasi, were part of the booty won by the Merini sultan, Abu
Inan, when he defeated the Spanish king of Seville. See: Rom Landau, "The
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Karaouine at Fez,” The Muslim World 48 (April 1958): 104.

83 - Kurd Ali, 6: 199 - 200. ‘

84 - "Al - Makhtutat Alati Sawaratha Bithat al - Mahad ila al - Jamhuriya al -
Arabiya al - Yamaniya," Majallat Mahad al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 22
(May 1976): 5.

85 - Yunus and Tawfiq, p. 148.

86 - Al - Nashar et al, p. 2.

87 - Ibrahim (2 nd essay, pp. 28 - 29) reported that these books were part of the
"waqf" given to the Azhar by Ali al - Ibshadi.

88 - Lisan al - Din Ibn al - Khatib, Nufadat al - Jarab fi Ulalat al - Ightirab, ed.
Ahmad Mukhtar al - Abadi (Cairo: Dar al - katib al - Arabi, 1968), p. 188.
The editor reported (p. 187) that the Qarawiyyin collection contained other

medical works written by Ibn al - Khatib.

89 - Muhammad Ibrahim al - Kuttani, "Tabiat Dur al - Mahfuzat fi al -
Maghrib, wa - Ulagatuha bi - Dirasat Tarikh al - Maghrib," Majallat Mahad
al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 13 (November 1967): 205.

90 - Ahmad, "al - Maktaba...." pp. 184 - 185.

91 - Muhammad Abd al - Rahman al - Shamikh, Al - Talim fi Makka wa -
Almadina Akhir al - Ahd al - Uthmani (Riyadh: Al - Matabi al - Ahliya,
1973), p. 1 09. Also see Zaidan 4: 132.

92 - Kurd Ali, 6:199 - 200.

93 - Al - Fasi, p. 4.

94 - Ahmad, Dirasat fi ..., p. 239.

95 - Al - Kuttani, p. 205, and 210. Also see Ahmad, Dirasat fi ..., p. 236.

96 - Al - Kuttani reported (p. 205) that no catalog has been compiled of the

thousands of books and manuscripts found at the Qarawiyyin Mosque.
Despite this Fact, however, there are several partial lists that were compiled in
recent years and which include: Al - Fasi, pp.8 - 16; and Majallat Mahad al -
Makhtutat al - Arabiya 22 (November, 1976): 212 - 240.

97 - Shabuh, pp. 344 - 372.
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98 - Zaidan, 4: 134.

99 - "Bithat Mahad ...," p. 392. Abd al - Hafiz Mansur compiled a catalog of the
manuscripts found at both of the Ahmadiya and Abdaliya libraries of the
Zaytuna Mosque in Tunis. This work is fully cited in Footnote #8, this
chapter.

100 - Abu al - Wafa al - Maraghi, "Al - Makhtutat fi al - Maktaba al -
Azhariya," Majallat Mahad al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 1 (May 1955): 60.

101 - Inan, p. 298.

102 - Ibid.

103 - "Makztabat al - Jami al - Azhar," Alam al - Maktabat 1 (May [ June 1959):
27 - 28. There are one thousand mallims in each Egyptian pound.

104 - "Al - Taqarir," Majallat Mahad al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 1 (May 1955):
151. '

105 - Sayyid, p. 196; and al - Akwa et al., p. 637.

106 - Kurkis Awwad, " Tatawur Fahrasat al - Makhtutat fi al - Iraq ," Majallat
al - Majma al - llmi al - Iraqi 23 (1973): 127.

107 - Awwad, Khazain ..., pp. 151 - 152,

108 - The construction of wall niches in mosques for the safe - keeping of

"masahif" is still practiced today.

109 - Muhammad Asad Talas, Al - Kashshaf an Makhtutat Khazain Kutub al -
Awqaf (Baghdad: Matbaat al - Aani, 1953), p. 3.

110 - Eche, p. 246.

111 - Encyclopaedia of Islam, 2: 1046. Also see: Ahmad Shalaby, History of
Muslim Education (Beirut: Dar al - Kashaf, 1954), pp. 79 - 82; and Olga
pinto, "The Libraries of the Arabs During the Time of the Abbasides," trans.
F. Krenkow, Islamic Culture 3 (April 1929): 228 - 229.

112 - Evariste Levi - Provencal, Nukhab Tarikhiyya Jamia li - Akhbar al -
Maghrib al - Agsa (Paris:La Rose, 1948), pp. 68 - 69.

113 - Al - Nashar et al, p. 1.

114 - Yunus and Tawfig, p. 145.




XAD ST I

115 - Ahmad Ibn Ali al - Maqrizi, Al - Mawaiz wa - Alitibar fi Dhikr al - Khitat
wa - Alathar, ed. Ahmad Ali al - Mulaiji, 3 vols. (Beirut: Dar al - Urfan,
1959), 3: 195.

116 - Randall, p. 228.

117 - Naji Maruf, Asalat al - Hadara al - Arabiya (Baghdad: Matbaat al -
Tadamun, 1969), p. 467. Also see Eche, p. 200.

118 - Talas, Al - kashshaf ..., p. 3.

119 - Muhammad al - Haidari, "Maktabat Ahl al - Bait al - Aama," Alam al -
Maktabat 4 (November | December 1962): 38. Also see: Saleh al - Haidari,
"Maktabat al - Khullani al - Aama," Alam al - Maktabat 5 (March | April
1963): 28.

120 - Al - Jaburi, pp. 60 - 61.

121 - Muhammad Shafi, "Libraries and Learning in the Muslim World,"pakistan
Library Review 3 (March 1961): 35.

122 - Pinto, p. 234.

123 - Shalaby, pp. 82 - 3.

124 - Ibid,, pp. 83 - 84.

125 - Ibrahim, 2nd essay, p. 37.

126 - Ibid., Ist essay, p. 61.

127 - Ahmad, Dirasat fi ..., p. 236.

128 - Maruf, al - Madaris ..., p. 319.

129 - "Bithat Mahad ..., p. 392.

130 - Mansur, p. 6.

131 - Ibrahim, Ist essay, p. 62. Also see: Fuad Sayyid, "Nassan Qadiman fi Iarat
al - Kutub,"Majallat Mahad al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 4 (May 1958): 127.

This institution was a combination of school - mosque similar to those

mentioned in Footnote #58, Chapter VIII.
132 - Encyclopaedia of Islam, 2: 1047.
133 - Awwad, Khazain ..., p. 152.
134 - Sayyid, "Makhtuztat ..., pp. 196 - 197.
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135 - Ibrahim, Ist essay, p. 64.

136 - Ibid.

137 - Pinto, p. 234.

138 - Ibrahim, "Maktaba ...," p. 69.

139 - Ibrahim, 5 th essay, pp. 11 - 12.

140 - Al - Maraghi, pp. 59 - 60. This unorthodox method of lending may have its
origin in the "waqf" document drawn up by Ali al - Ibshadi for the books
which he presented to the Azhar Mosque in 919 [/ 1513. According to Ibrahim
(Ist essay, pp. 66 - 67), the donor made the condition that only one part or
section of a book could be lent out at a time.

141 - Zaidan, 4: 104.

142 - Ibid., 4: 134.

143 - Ibrahim, Ist essay, p. 60. Friday is the "Sabbath" day in Islam when people
take rest from their usual routine of work.

144 - Al - Haidari, "Maktabat Ahl al - Bait ...," p. 39.

145 - Ruth Stellhorn Mackensen, "Background of the History of Moslem
Libraries," The American Jornal of Semitic Languages and Literatures 52
(October 1935): 24.

146 - Al - Fasi, p. 4.

147 - Ibid,, p. 6.

148 - Zaidan, 4:132.

149 - Maruf, Al - Madaris ..., p. 319.

150 - Al - Jaburi, p. 91. There is a possibility that the Qablaniya, or Qablani, was

constructed on the same ground on which the Zaydi Mosque once stood. See
Awwad, Khazain..., p. 154.

151 - Abd al - Wahab, 1: 174.

152 - Mansur, p. 6

153 - Ahmad, "Al - Maktaba ...," p. 185.

154 - Ibrahim, Ist essay, p. 20.

155 - Ibid., 3rd essay, p. 6.
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156 - Al - Khatib, pp. 23 - 24.

157 - Ibid,, p. 33.

158 - Ibrahim, 2nd essay, p. 52. Besides maintaining harmony between the
librarian and his Patrons, the idea of electing the librarian also insured that

only the best qualified men assumed this position. It also gave the librarian a
mandate to do the best job he could.

159 - Ibrahim, Ist essay, p. 71.

160 - Ibid., 5th essay, p. 11.

161 - Ruth Stellhom Mackensen, “Four Great Libraries of Medieval
Baghdad," The Library Qurterly 2 (July 1932):281.

162 - Inan, p. 298. Al - Sadati [ Ahmad Mahmud al - Sadati, "Min Tarikh al -
Makrabat Ind al - Arab," Majallat al - Dirasat al - Islamiya 1 (July 1968):
188] wrote that Ali Ibn Muhammad al - Shabushti (died 390 | 999) was in
charge of the Azhar Library during the reign of the fifih Fatimid caliph, al -
Aziz (365 /975 - 386 /996). On the other hand, however, Shalaby reported (p.

86)that al - Shabushti, who was a favorite courtier of al - Aziz and an

accomplished writer, was the librarian "of the famous Fatimid Library." Since
Dar al - Hikma had not been founded yet (see Footnote # 27, Chapter VI),
then al - Shabushti, according to Shalaby, was the librarian of al - Aziz’
famous palace library (see palace Libraries, Chapter V1)

163 - Eche, p. 134.

164 - Talas, "Al - Makhtutat ...," pp. 12 - 13

165 - Awwad, Khazain ..., p. 155 .

166 - Naji Maruf, Tarikh Ulama al - Mustansiriya (Baghdad: Matbbat Al - Aani,
1959), p. 276.

167 - Awwad, Khazain ..., p. 151; and Eche, pp. 193 - 194,

168 - Kurd Ali, 6: 194.

169 - Sayyid, "Nassan ...," p. 125.

170 - Shalaby, p. 85.

171 - Levi - provencal, p. 68.
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. 172 - Ibrahim, Ist essay, p. 64.

173 - Ibrahim, "Maktaba ...," p. 69.

174 - Awwad, Khazain ..., p. 152; and Eche, p. 194.

175 - Ibrahim, 5 th essay, pp. 9 - 11.

176 - Sayyid, "Nassan ...," pp. 127 - 129,

177 - Ibrahim, 5 th essay, p. 11.

178 - Levi - provencal, p. 68.

179 - Maruf, al - Madaris ..., p. 319.

180 - Ibrahim, Ist essay, pp. 81 - 82.

181 - Ibid., p. 82.

182 - Ibid., 2 nd essay, p. 16.

183 - Ibid., 5 th essay, p. 11.

184 - Awwad, Khazain ..., p. 151.

185 - Al - Dujaili, p. 595.

186 - "Maktabat al - Jami ...," p. 28.

187 - Kurd Ali, 6: 198 - 199.

188 - Aaisha Abd al - Rahman, Turathuna Bain Madi wa - Hadir (Cairo:
Mahad al - Buhuth wa - Aldirasat al - Arabiya, 1968), p. 39.
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Arabiya 17 (May 1971): 186.

19 - Abd al - Hamid Yunus and Uthman Tawfig, Al - Azhar (Cairo: Dar al -
Fikr al - Arabi, 1946), p. 142.

20 - Kurd Ali, 6:199 - 200. The importance of Qubbat al - Mal lies in the fact




that it was built early in the Muslim era. Al - Munajjid [Salah al - Din al -
Munajjid, ed.,Masjid Dimashq (Damascus: Al - Matbaa al - Hashimiya, 1948
p. 11) reported that this domed enclosure was founded in 172 | 788 by then
governor of Damascus , al - Fadl Ibn Saleh. Citing Shadharat al - Dhahab,

al - Munajjid also indicated that this enclosure may have been built earlier by
the sixth Umayyad caliph, al - Walid Ibn Abd al - Malik, in order to house his
private book collection which he bequeathed to the Umayyad Mosque prior to
his death in 97/715.

21 - Abd al - Rahman (pp. 34 - 35) was the writer who mentioned the ran -
sacking of the Azhar Library by revolting Turkish soldiers. For more
information on this incidant see the section on royal libraries in Chapter VI

Of particular relevance are Footnotes # 35 and 30, and the information
connected with them.

22 - Abd al - Rahman, p. 35. For further information on the events
surrounding this period read what was written on the palace library of al -
Aziz in Chapter V1.

23 - Al - Masudi’s name was variously given as al - Masudi al - Bandahi
(Mackensen, p. 100); Taj.al - Din Muhammad al - Khurasani al - Masudi
[Muhammad Asad Talas, "Al - Makhtutat wa - Khazainuha fi Halab,"
Majallat Mahad al - Makhtutat al - Arabiya 1 (May 1955): 13]; Abu al -
Saadat al - Masudi (Al - Kayyali, p. 212); and al - Masudi Muhammad Ibn
Abd al - Rahman [Youseff Eche, Les Biblioihe’ques Arabes, Publiques et
Semi - Publiques en Mésopotamie, en Syrie et en Egypte au Moyen Age

{Damascus: Institut Francais, 1967), p. 134].

24 - All sources cited in the preceding footnote had something to say about this
incident.

25 - Muhammad Mahir Hamada, Al - Maktabat Fi al - Islam: Nashatuha wa -
Tatawuriha wa - Masairuha (Beirut: Musasat al - Risala, 1970), p. 164.

26 - Eche, p. 132.

27 - Talas, pp. 12 - 13.
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28 - Ahamd, "Al - Maktaba ...," p. 186.

29 - Eche, p. 247.

30 - Abd al - Rahman, p. 39.

31 - Jirji Zaidan, Tarikh Adab al - lugha al - Arabiya, 4 vols. (Cairo: Dar al -
Hilal, 1957), 4: 130.

32 - Kazim al - Dujaili, "Maktabat al - Najaf," Lughat al - Arab 3 (May 1914):
595.

33 - The Encyclopaedia of Islam, 4 vols., (1911 - 1938), 2: 1046.

34 - "Maktabat al - Jami al - Azhar,” Alam al - Maktabat 1 (May | June 1959):
28.

35 - " Bithat Mahad al - Makhtutat ila Tunis,” Majallat Mahad al - Makhtutat
al - Arabiya 2 (November 1956): 391 - 392.

36 - Muhammad Bairam, "Madinat al - Qayrawan," Al - Muqtataf 21 (April
1897): 243.

37 - Abd Allah Abd al - Jabbar, "Al - Maktabat fi Qalb al - Jazira al - Arabiya,”
Al - Adib 36 (July 1959): 56.

38 - Muhib al - Din al - Khatib, Al - Azhar: Madihi, wa - Hadirihi, wa - Alhaja
ila Islahihi (Cairo: Al - Matbaa al - Salafiya, 1926), p. 15.

39 - Al - Munajjid, pp. 11 - 19.

40 - Kurd Ali, 5: 279.

41 - Al - Munajjid, pp. 11 - 19; Kurd Ali, 5: 278 - 279; and Zaidan, 4:11 Also
see: Salah al - Din al - Munajjid, "Qurrat al - Uyun fi Akhbar Bab
JairuMajallat al - Majma al - Ilmi al - Arabi (Damascus) 39 (April 1964):
276 - 294; and salah al - Din al - Manajjid," Harq al - Jami al - umawi bi -
Dimashgn Maja al - Majma al - Iimi al - Arabi (Damascus) 31 (January
1956): 35 - 42.

42 - Kurd Ali, 6:197.

43 - Kurd Ali, 5:279.

44 - Zaidan, 4:117.

45 - Kurkis Awwad, Khazain al - Kutub al - Qadima fi al - Iraq (Baghdad:




Marbaat al - Maarif, 1948), pp. 131 - 132.

46 - Abd al - Jabbar, p. 57.

47 - Abd Allah al - Jaburi, Maktabat al - Awqaf al - Aama, Tarikhuha wa
Nawadir Makhtutatiha (Baghdad: Matbaat al - Maarif, 1969), pp. 47 - 106.

48 - Asma al - Humsi, Al - Madrasa al - Zahiriya (Damascus: Majma al -
Lugha al - Arabiya, 1967), pp. 37 - 39.

49 - Wazarat al - Maarif al - Misriya, Al - Sijil al - Thaqafi, 1951 (Cairo Al -
Marbaa al - Amiriya, 1953), p. 103.

50 - Ahmad, Dirasat fi ..., pp. 143 - 149.
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