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FOREWORD

Dr. Qamar Ghaffar's work entitled “Early Muslim
Geographers”, is a good general survey of Islamic geography.
She has dealt the Greek, Iranian and Indian origins of Muslim
geographical thought and concepts, and how geographical
studies and practical operations about the survey of the earth
began under the patronage of the Abbasid Caliph al-Mamun.
She has also dealt with the contributions of the Muslim
astronomers, mathematicians, philosophers and travellers to
the growth of geographical knowledge and information, as well
as ancient iranian records of land surveys which formed the
sources of descriptive geography. Then, she has systematically
analysed the very first works on general and systematic
geography produced in lIraq, like those of Ibn Khurdadhbih and
others. She has brought down the survey to the geographers
who belonged to the Balkhi school, like Abu Zayd al-Balkhi, the
founder of the school and al-Istakhri and 1bn Haugal.

The work, on the whole presents a broad outline of the
subject and is useful for those interested in further detailed
research and investigation. Above all, being written in Persian,
it introduces Persian scholars, geographers and others to a
new field of study, which has so far been neglected, and it will
inspire those who are interested in the history of medieval
geography.

1 hope the work will be received with enthusiasm by
geographers and scholars in general.

Professor S. Magbul Ahmad
Director
Zakir Husain Institute of Islamic Studies
Jamia Millia Islamia
New Delhi
16.12.1990
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