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contemporary of Brahman, has paid the most glowing
tribute to Brahman's poetry by including some of his
selected verses in his famous bayaz, a personal anthology
of Persian verses.>3 And this is the least acquaintance of a
poet to another poet.

In short, Brahman was one of the best Hindu poets of
India and though he is commonly considered as a
second-rate poet, in reality his verses in charm and
elegance are of equal to those of the good poets of
Shahjahan's reign.

Sources :

Indo-Iranica: V. 9 & 17. 1956, 1964, Pp. 53-55/5-6, Calcutta.
C. A. Storey : Persian Literature, Part I, P. 570, London,
Islamic Culture : April 1945, Pp. 115-17, Hyderabad.
Bhagwant Rai : Diwan-e-Brahman (Edited) Pp. 25-26, 1929,
Delhi.

5. Dr. Syed Md. Abdullah : Adabiyat-e-Farsi Mein Hinduon Ka
Hissa (Persian Translation by Md. Aslam Khan) P. 83,1982,
Delhi.

6. Islamic Culture, Pp.115-17.

7. S. A. H. Abidi : Indo-Persian Literature, Pp.120-21, Delhi,

2003.

bl

8. Ibid.

9. Bhagwat Rai, Pp. 25-26

10. Abidi, P. 122.

11. Indo-Iranica, Vol. 17. Pp. 5-6.
12. Ibid.

13. Syed Sahabuddin Abdur Rahman : Bazm-e-Timuriya, P. 208;
1948, Azamgarh.
14. Islamic Cutlture, Pp. 115-17.
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"He was a talented person, composed verses very clear
and pure like the classical poets, and was well-versed in
writing letters in an elegant style.” -

The author of "A'mal-e-Saleh" says :

JL.!-“‘:'MQL}QJ@&EJ@JLSJLWJL‘SJJJPMQH”
300 R Y R L.
T B 08 s sale ol Ghagds g ol A b g

.......... and like his verses (Bralman) leads a lite perfectly
simple and unaffected. His pen is very elegant and

his genius extremely acdroit in this art.”

According to Sarkhush. Nasir Ali of Sarhind was very
much impressed by the inventive genius of Brahman.
Says Sarkhush :

(oea ) Blea ool gab 5B juiage 58 o e yo bl K

31 - . .
Ul e taS sest e < o es

[ achchmi Narain Shafig m his "Gul-e-Ra'na” says :
32 . ¢ ¢ : -
uﬁw‘bdﬁﬁou“g;dtujwiumabl;@)‘ywyb ,,,,,
"Bralman is the Conch-blower of the idol temple of poetry

and reciter of the Veda in the idol house of his art.”

Mulla Munir of Lahore, the celebrated Persian prose
writer and stylish ot his day, in a letter to Brahman paid
him the highest tribute and called Brahman as ,._3f dts”
the king of the poets.?

Sa'th Tabrezi. the great master of Persian Iyric and a
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letters to certain dignitaries and to his only son Khwaja
Tej Bhan. The first and fourth chapters are important.
The former deals with the daily life of Shahjahan and the
later with moral and religious regulations. This mentions
the personal aspect of Shahjahan's reign, so far as his
formers relating to Hindus are concerned. So it is called
the Akbarnamah of Shahjahan's reign. A part of this book
was published in 1795 under the title of ety el 57
“olgaatis?

Diwan-e-Brahman : Brahman was basically a ghazal
writer. He is considered to be the best Hindu Ghazal
writer in Persian who composed in a simple and forceful
style but some are in rhetorical artifices and novel
compassions and similes. Some of his ghazals are full of
mystical pantheistic thoughts and show considerable
grace and fluency of language. He is the tirst Hindu to
compile a Diwan in his lifc time and occupied a rank of
honour among the galaxy ol his own times. His poetry
has the flavour of Islamic imagination and all the
conventional conditions of love, travails of attachment
and separation: stages of sufism and problems of
pantheism adorn his writings. He is said to have been
sent beautifully written copics of his Diwan to many
scholars of Iran and Turan himself fully confident of his
safcly coming up to their standard.”® His Diwan contains
his ghazals, Rubaiyat and some fragments.

Now critical appreciations of his lyrics expressed by
somie ot his biographers and contemporaries are quoted
below :

Muhammad Afzal Sarkhush, the author of
"Kalimatu-sh-Sho'ra" paying compliments to his genius,
writes thus :
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b o) leS 5 s g0 5105 5= (5!
Lo ol sl s sbe plasesa s

"O Thou, (Adddressed 1o Almighty, Allah)
who art above our imagination, fancy or conception,

. 2
And one who art in us and beyond us."?

As stated above Brahman was a great scholar of
Sanskrit, Arabic, Persian and Islamic literature. He was
also an accomplished person ot Persian and a prolific
writer. He has left to his credit a good number of his
compositions and writings in Persian.

[y

Munsha'at-e-Brahman
Chaharchaman

Guldasta-e-Ishq

Tuhfatul Anwar

Nigar Nama

Tuhfatul-Fusaha
Majma-ul-Fuqara
Nadirun-Nu'kat

Diwan (poetical composition).?>

oo N

"Of all his writings, Munsha'at, Chaharchaman and
Diwan are well-known.

Munsha'at-e-Brahman : This is a collection of
Brahman's letter which he wrote to Shahjahan, some of
the ministers, his own contemporaries and relatives from
time to time. Most of them are letters of recommendation
for some Hindus and a few Muslims. There are some
letters to his brothers, his father and to his only son. Rai
Tej Bhan. These letters have little historical value, but
they are good specimens of racy Persian style.?®

Chaharchaman : This is also a collection of Brahman's
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sl o Lds L8 aa o ulisel;
cenndlS 518 5 b5 Jaiis 5
"If people seek the signs of Brahmanical faith,

Then sandal on the forehead and the sacred
Thread round the neck are sufficient. w2l

But Brahman's faith does not separate him from
others; and from religion he especially picks up those
values which enable one and do not prevent one from
identifying oneself with others.

He says :

M‘JSJL;\JJJ;:Q.:J_:_JJJJ‘).S_JJ&A
"From my nightly drinking 1 have gained a different intoxication.
And detachment from the shackles of existence is a higher thing.
We are Brahman of course, but in our faith Truth
is quite different from the practice of idol worship."”

In his verses too, Brahman fervently sings of God's Unity
and displays his pantheistic learnings.
cunSo Gl yula eyola ol
"The Builders of the House, the Tavern
and the Temp‘/c is one. There are myiiad

) "2
Houses, but the Muster is One." >

Brahman's Diwan begins with the following couplet which
shows his Muslim views and Islamic faith. He says :
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In his verses too. Brahman harps upon the noble virtue
of leading the wounded hearts and helping the down
trodden. ‘

0308 &S ool Cpne sy it
s i a5, o as sl Jo
"Cast away the cap of vanity on the soil of
civility. Win overs afflicted heart and relieve the aggrieved.” 19

The above quoted verses prove that ugly thought
never entered in the mind of Brahman and he treated
both his friends and foes with utmost courteous- ness and
civility.

Brahman was deeply influenced by Islamic views and
culture but in all his writings he shows his Hindu
proctivity. In one of his verses he says :

OL o ana S tudl Ja S cndulye
a8l ety (B30 5 pa s S
"I possess the heart on an infidel. Many a times [ took it to the

Ka'ba but always brought it back a Brahinan."

It is related that when he recited this verse in the court,
Shahjahan became greatly displeased, but Brahman's
patron Afzal Khan humourously quoted the well-known
verse of Sa'di:

wiboaseaalugsn as <Se Sl e A

"If the donkey of Jesus goes to Meccu,

on its retwrn it remains a donkey."”
The King smiled at the pleasantry.’

He did not hesitate to express his beliefs and was
proud of his Brahmanical faith, and so he says :
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Aurangzeb informing him that he was discharging his
duties with great honesty and devotion. After that he
went to Lahore and engaged himself in the pious duty of
looking after the mausoleum of Jahangir. Brahman
administered wisely and well. From Lahore he came to
Banaras where he passed the last days of his life till he
passed away in 1073 A.H./ 1662 A.D.'¢

Brahman possessed a very noble and trustworthy
character and it was for this reason that he enjoyed the
confidence of Shahjahan, Dara Shikoh and many nobles
of the court. His character and personality are true model
of his life. His high moral character can be clearly seen in
the mirror of the tollowing verse in which he says :

S 5 olage y A Lol 5 6,Le 48 et o a0 S o5
"Lead such a life, O Brahman! that no
dust may settle on the mirror of the heart of the guest!

(You may not injure the feelings of others). 7

Elsewhere he says :

QLL.UJJ ‘_;la 4.’3 ‘z‘)'.}.\.‘n CA—I—UJJ'J uLl_A_.LDJ
.AJLo‘t_\,\.SJ’JJqS.A_JJ;A.n_ué_‘.ImJA.jul
"What of fiiends! I look upon foes are friends!
I have endeavoured so much in love that

the heart can not break malice."
Again he says :

Sl B 59 50 e e s

"The ocean of my heart is surging with waves
of love. How can I think of malice towards

any one!"18
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emperor. On the accession of Aurangzeb to the throne
Brahman wrote him a letter praying for the prosperity of
regime and incorporated thercin a Rubai (Persian
Couplet) specially composed for the occasion.!? The
Rubai runs as follows :

oL ol S Slot sy b olayd paas o Ile Lol
LsokeSla abila ;o wil oSl 3l s ol
"O King! may the world be under your conmeand;
many it wtter from its tongue s thaiks for
your kindness. Since you are the protector
of man, ywherever you may be, may God

protect you!"

Despite knowing of Brahman's views held by him
conformity with his Hindu faith, Aurangzeb made
sympathetic references to Brahman in open Darbar.
Brahman could not afford to court the displeasure of
Aurangzeb and he willingly accepted a post under him.
Brahman writes a letter to Aurangzeb with the following
Verse :

wddolunb bl basa S asls ol a5 oluas 4y putid

"I am an old man laden with sins, but [
hope that my faults may be excused for
the sake of devout voung men."??
This verse is very significant. The poet was afraid of
some punishment at the hands of Aurangzeb for he had
been a close associate of Dara Shikoh.

When Aurangzeb ascended the throne Brahman was
an old man and not in a fit state of health o take active
part in the duties of the state. He wrote a letter to
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the mspiring guidance of Afzal Khan (Mulla Sukhrulla
Shirazi). the Governor of Lahore who later became
Wazir-e-Kull in the first year of Shahjahan's reign. He
was an excellent calligraphist. Several biographers have
paid compliments to him for his elegant hand.® After
acquiring sufficient proficiency in arts and literature.
Brahman got his first employment under Amir Abdul
Karim, the Officer-in-Charge of Royal Constructions in
Lahore.” He then accepted the secretaryship under the
service of Afzal Khan. the famous minister of Shahjahan.
On the death of Afzal Khan in 1048 A.H./1639 A.D.
Chandrabhan lost a great patron of letters.® He then
joined the Imperial Service in 1055 A.H./1645 A.D. and
was appointed to accompany Shahjahan in his journeys
and to record the daily occurrences of his court.? On the
day when Brahman entered the Imperial Service he
recited the following quatiain :

r__u__x.&by-ckg.;\)_cdsé_‘l__xgd s._“._\e.xl)lﬁ:.xlﬂ_‘_;‘g)tsj&bm
sl las L e S il Sl as s 6 Glaly piesg
e = D AR

" thousand thanks that ywe have seen the roval countenance,
IWe have seen the preface of grandeur and nobilily.
No one has seen the shadow of the Prophet
But we have seen the shadow of God "10

Shahjahan paid tremendous attention to him and gave
him the rank of a thousand.!" After that he entered the
service of Dara Shikoh in 1656 A.D./1066 A.H. with the
Emperor's consent. Dara Shikoh engaged him in the
Darul-Insha as his Chiet Sccretary and conferred upon
him the title of Rai.'> When Dara Shikoh died in 1069
A H./1695 A.D. Brahman cntered the service of
Aurangzeb and passed several years in the service of the



CHANDRA BHAN BRAHMAN : Life & Works

The Mughal period in India was an era of progress for
art and literature. Persian became the court language in
the time of Akbar. Hindu and Muslim alike were striving
hard to acquire proficiency in poetry, fine arts. calligra-
phy, music and administration. Like Abul-Fazl and Faizi,
the two literary giants at the court of Akbar, one of such
persons amongst the Hindus during the reign of
Shahjahan was Munshi Pandit Chandra Bhan Brahman
who has made very valuable and definite contribution to
Persian literature.!

Munshi Chandra Bhan Brahman was the son of
Dharam Das of Lahore who originally came from
Akbarabad. Brahman born in 928 A.H./1574-75 A.D.2 He
was educated according to his family traditions. He
studied Sanskrit and was well-versed in all branches of
Sanskrit literature.’ He studied Persian, Arabic, and
Islamic literature under scholar like Mulla Abdul Hakim
of Sialkot who was a man of great erudition and learning
of his times.*

Brahman had vast knowledge of Persian and mastered
most of the standard words of Persian literature. The
Emperor Shahjahan appears to have been very much
impressed by Brahman's knowledge and proficiency in
Persian language and used to fondly call him .l 58"
“ols (Persian knowing Hindu).”

Brahman possessed proficiency in calligraphy under
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for their inspiration, co-operation and moral support for
successful completion of this editing work.

[ also like to express my revering gratitude and
profound gratefulness to the members of the Bibliotheca
Indica Committee for their assigning me this task with
successful suggestions, sympathetic support and kind
co-operation rendered in the course of this work.

I sincerely bow to the Almighty for showering
blessings and love upon me and for giving me the
opportunity to prepare this critical edition.

101, Pilkhana 2nd Lane Md. Amin (Aamir)
Howrah-711101 (W.B.)

September 2008
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Satisfaction and cuphoria that a man has in the
successful completion of any task would be. but
incomplete without the mention of the people who made
its possible and whose constant guidance and
encouragement served as a beacon of light and crowned
the eftorts with success. this I consider it as my privilege
to express through the pages of this study a word of
gratitude and respect to all those personalities who
inspired me in the completion of this study. It is
exquisitelv unique opportunity to express my deepest
sense of gratitude and debt to my esteemed guide
Maulana Abu Mahfuzul Karim Masumi, an erudite
scholar of Arabic and Persian, for suggesting me this
research project and for his indefatigable effort.
constructive criticism, crudite counselling, constant
encouragement, inspiring suggestions. benign attitude
and sagucity coupled with patience in guiding me at
every stage of this work.

It 1s gratifying moment for me to extend the due debt
of gratitude to Dr. Md. Mansoor Alam. formerly Reader.
Deptt. of Persian. Maulana Azad College for his useful
sugeestions. healthy critictsm. constructive ideas and
Kind co-operation rendered through the course of this
work.

Iwish most respect to record my unbound gratitude to
my several teachers and well-wishers Dr. Md. Amin and
Dr. M. Firoze for their co-operation and suggestion in the
completion of this task.

I render my heartiest appreciation and gratitude to all
my {riends and well-wishers like Dr. lftekhar Ahmad. Dr.
Aqil Ahmad. Mr. Shabbir Ahmed of the Asiatic Society



[x]

It is also worth mentioning that two copies of the
manuscripts have already been edited and published in
the year 1929 & 1967 by Bhagwat Rai Bahar Sunami and
Dr. Abdul Hamid Farooqi of Gujarat respectively. The
published works contain 302 ghazals. 54 couplets and
342 ghazals and 34 couplets respectively. Although [
have consulted both the published works and some of the
manuscripts but since the motto of the Society is to
prepare critical edition of the manuscripts collating and
comparing all the three manuscripts preserved in its
Museum, I fully confined myself around these three
Manuscripts.

The MSS. of the Persian Diwan of Chandrabhan
Brahman edited by me are threc in number and are the
proud possession of the Museum of the Asiatic Society.
The first copy of the MS. (No. 762) belongs to Society's
collection. It was transcribed in the year 1172 A.H. and is
considered to be the oldest of all the three copies of the
Soctety. The second copy (MS. No. 740) has been
catalogued under the Curzon Collection. It was copied in
1200 A.I. while the third one (MS. No. 763) was written
in the year 1225 A.H. The first manuscript consisting of
55 leaves mcorporates only 260 ghazals. The second one
comprising 62 leaves incorporates 262 ghazals and 34
quatrains, while the last one bearing 40 leaves contains
190 ghazals and only 3 couplets. With a view to editing
the work systematically, 1 have named each one of the
manuscripts as follows :

1. Society Collection MS. No. 762 =
2. Curzon Collection MS. No. 740 =
3. Society's Collection MS. No. 763

il
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PREFACE

The present work has been accomplished under the
scheme of the Certificate Course in Manuscriptology in
Persian organised by the Asiatic Society. As a student of
this course, I developed the interest of consulting &
editing Persian manuscripts. In course of attending
classes of manuscriptology, I was advised by Prof.
A.M.K. Masumi, a renowned scholar of Arabic and
Persian of this sub-continent to edit the Persian Diwan of
Chandrabhan Brahman, three manuscripts of which were
preserved in Society's collection. I took up the task of
editing the Persian Diwan of Chandrabhan Brahman, the
most celebrated Persian poet of the reign of Shahjahan.
The work was completed within a specified period of six
months.

There are a number of Persian manuscripts of the
Diwan of Chandrabhan Brahman found in different
libraries and museums of India and abroad. They are as
follows :

(i) Asafia Library of Hyderabad (MS No. 453)

(ii) Bodlean Library, London (MS No. 1123)
(iii) Mullah Firoz Library, Mumbai (MS No. 50)

(iv) India Office Library, London (MS No. 258)

(v) Library of the University of Bombay (MS No. 104)

(vi) Rampur Reza Library (MS No. 3519)
(vii) Salar-e-Jung Museum, Hyderabad (MS No. 762, 763)
(viii) Asiatic Society of Bengal (MS No. 740)

Curzon Collection under the Society
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Amin (Aamir), honestly and authentically, 1 am sure, that
the scholars, researches and students of Persian will find
it quite useful and worthy of study. This will cater the
need of the lovers of Persian literature too. This work
will establish how the non-Muslim poets and writers
dedicated their energies and intellect in producing literary
works during the Mughal Period.

A.M.K. Masumi
Kolkata Retd. Professor,
1st March, 2008 Calcutta Madrasa



INTRODUCTION

The book in hand entitled "Diwan-e-Chander Bhan
Brahman" (A collection of verses composed by Chander
Bhan Brahman) is a research work of Dr. Md. Amin
(Aamir). In 1995-96, he completed a course in
Manuscriptology in Persian from the Asiatic Society,
Kolkata. In course of his study he became well-
acquainted with the system of reading various scripts and
manuscripts of old Persian and acquired sufficient
knowledge of editing original texts with modern
technology. Under the above project, he has prepared a
critical edition collating three manuscript copics of the
Diwan-e¢-Brahman preserved in the muscum of the
Asiatic Society.

Chander Bhan Brahman was a great Persian poet
during the reign of Shahjahan. But his fame chiefly rests
on his numerous literary writings in Persian which speak
volumes of his excellence as a poet and writer of Persian
language.

It is a proud privilege for the Asiatic Society to bring
out the critical edition of the Persian manuscripts of the
Diwan of Brahman. This book will render valuable
services to the advancement of knowledge about the
poetry and thoughts of a great poet like Chander Bhan
Brahman.

Having gone through the work. edited by Dr. Md.






FOREWORD

Munshi Chandra Bhan Brahman was born in Lahore in
1574-1575 A.D. He studied Sanskrit, Hindi, and Persian
languages. He was a keen student of Islamic literature.
His mastery of the Persian language was admirable. The
Mughal Emperor Shahjahan admired him. He was the
Chief Secretary of Dara Shikoh, the Emperor's eldest son.
It is interesting to note that even the Emperor Aurangzeb
liked his Persian poems. Munshi Chandra Bhan Brahman
died in Banaras in 1662 A.D.

Dr. Md. Amin's edition of Chandra Bhan Brahman's
Diwan-e-Brahman is based on a number of authentic
manuscripts. The work has been critically edited with
numerous historical references. The work is undoubtedly
a valuable addition to the Asiatic Society's Bibliotheca
Indica series. I do hope that this edition of
Diwan-e-Brahman would be highly appreciated by the
students of the Persian language.

Ramakanta Chakrabarty
Kolkata General Secretary
15.09.2008 The Asiatic Society






CONTENTS

Foreword . v
Introduction vii
Pretace X
Chandra Bhan Brahman : Life and Works ... Xiil

Text w1285



Bibliotheca Indica Series No. 330

DIWAN-E-BRAHMAN
by Rae Ravan Munshi Pandit Chander Bhan Brahman
LEdited by Md. Amin (Aamir)

Published in September. 2008

Published by

Professor Ramakanta Chakrabarty
General Secretary

The Astiatic Society

1 Park Street

Kolkata 700 016

Printed at

New Asian Printers
29/7 Phears Lane
Kolkata 700 073

Price : Rs. 480.00









