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1. given ontological "state of affairs"
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2. descriptive

3. transformative
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1. interpretation

2. verification
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1. missionary

2. Ecumenical
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1. philosophia perennis
2. essentialist reductionism
3. falsification

4. hermeneutical
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1. academy

2. Ninian Smart
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3. Inge
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1. Being

2. Nirvdna
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1. Brahman
2. non - everything

3. monistic
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2. resemblance
3. identity

4. pantheism
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3. Roman Catholic
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2. God’s Will

3. Kabbalah

4. ritual behaviour
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3. Divine Throne

4. angel Metatron
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1. God’s secret Names

2. Organizing perceptual schema
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8. trance states



ou).‘:’c‘.'..u.uaj;ﬁ.o'hu OA

\a\‘:\v%:@“fw“*“’:ﬁwé{@"x&mwquoz‘)‘
A3 [FIC IRV (PVE [ SOV A K SHPS JUCIPUVR VO EU S
iy g 1o S 52 e g (a0 o Ty 2 S e ol )
i al 1200 5 - ol o057 13 3T > 8™ €52 556 ke 3
[ LIVRNEVEP-pN S PPLINEE (HVSEL I (e 4
o2 W0 02 52l g 99 i )3 (D 5 b Sl 3 (D SYHPUSTE
4553 ga) i > a2l 4o B0 55 it 550 2 252 5033 2o S i
NERIES SY0 FOUYEIRUN FE. S IS L R AP P g Py
P JCKRE PRRCR FYESRU PV (VR ROV WSS pYCH ES TS EW
(u)qo.;.?‘;\‘sf.k;)ﬁ--\.svm.xiuj_k;)ﬂ- k@ﬁsﬁjyiuﬂ}:s\)\?j\ma\;(»
St 25 e AT 2 e 5 Zoli Ol ay i il 52 529508 SRS (S
ey u)‘wngy&m(u.\:sas@a;.,rj\j),asw\:;\,,_-.
aoM- 25 hile 520 e Yo By S om ) DLl a5 i@ 5 smghes -1

wolodd

Jobae B & s 4 gole Sl Olgie & Cudgzga sl 385

1. sila

2. samadhi

3. prajnd

4. Discourse on the Marks of Not-Self
5. no-self

6. andtman

7. pratityasamutpada

8. dependent origination

9. anitya



a QU 9 uldicd o0 1)1 g) Juad

03lgls jl ggace a5 cal OT Ao o sl ol pyguas LB (533050
Olols 5l sgire Blod jl a8 gloslgls T Ol drns
ST sban b 353 20k pasd sbiie ool sl (S35, 650 st
5o b SLET oo S sy 5T, ol 4 8 Ll o
F T o1l 3 cagire LT 97 ai a ilonds 45 il el 3ul>
oh93 b b 5 ol Ol 4 ey a4 dlosa )l 51l
s st 9 03515 Sl slsatad a5 LS 51 Cuslosl 5 ransd s o
aby a9y 05,91 Gy b Olaeies sl ‘(?;:’.)\-"5’ a)3) S\y>
ol A T8 onl 29l 5 9 iyl i Jler 4 Oy
5 plos 03l S L s, 5T oo gl ims 3 | 5N
s (&L ag i) a8 au & K55,k g 595 4 sl JUeS
5,95 > h Sih b & O Gt wlabe gl T b 4 sk
ey S patd Gibey Sl b ogdie plebe Gludn (S5
a5 gl g hedie 45 (5 9b 4 3gd 0 o 053,55y L ‘ ‘J.A\g\a\
plos a8 alfia e Shdoh, A5 e 4 Gluded Sl 90 0

1. drya pudgalas
. drya pudgala
. gotrabhu
. aryas

. follower in faith (§kaddhdn-usdarin))

2

3

4

5

6. Dharmanusarin
7. srotdpanna

8. Dharma

9. Samgha

10. enlightment

11. anagamin



R LJY-F YRR X COF 1V $o

.LJ‘,JUA,L.\.LUAL:’-CAQ:_)A)L_QL»,AJA& oS ada ) iia Jlas
3555 00 ) K gl ol S A2 ald il By s Hes

aan U b g 2K SIS b o5 ol iy e o 0l )
sSon Jon [Q\s 3 5] g0 50 o) A o Kl o Slodan DL
s s allie ol o Slaslial s s Leb cead Sty g s s Gk
:r_.g,ﬁ;,_.;z-é\,,ﬁ)\wnf.u)uﬂwb

4 b gy 0 i 50 & 23 9y A5 el i ol LS5k By )
e G g A g2\ 0 2

a8 el 0y SLl @ 208 4 amin S g 4 o i Y
AdL e B)late 9] geme SiaBly I Ag s

RO PR TN IS AR ¢

a0 4 oy 2 D s b SaSom 0251ty (ol oy Ol 0 F
iz (4230 L0 5 g ge L3

2y g gy 0

Y«.Q-L.i RAYET TSR ES TR NP PRI PN W

-

Q._._ﬂ L,JL‘)iu,.,\ip ’/Q‘)iJC—"‘ whp e, ol JL.Srli“v:.A)\ gliearhant .

20 Bl joad ol adetsn Gio ) Glaly (SU56 500 cn i oS Shair Slay

v S35 g S i g el b i ) AL 1 alS OLoh Oles Ll e et o
OAY o Ll g b S,

2. conditional

3. conditioned

4. being Nirvanaized
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2. Kavvanot
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1. noetic quality
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. passivity

. atheist

. theist
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. Absolute Thou

. Frantz Kafka

. The Castle

. meaning confirmed
. emptiness

. Mandukya Upanishad
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1. states of feeling

. states of knowledge
. voodoo

. animism

. totemism
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. Madame Blavatsky’s theosophy
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1. Ramakrishna
2. hallucinogenic

3. peyote
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1. Reality
2. reality

3. seductive
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1. Freudianism
2. empricism

3. sat
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1. satyam
2. dkincarifidyatana (dimension of nothingness)

3. putative
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1. reification

2. state of affairs



AY OB 5 g bulicd yre b1 gl Juad

WJUe Olsis ar5 S aml 53 Slas yb [ lhe 03 o] ool 3 pms os 55150 [ > 2
oo 3 gt a5 e | e 8315 5,108 a8 el JLST S i
AL 5 5 (S e am gn Bt gy K0 Ao g T s g S
U3 e 0, ) | Soesm 2 53 4505 ST 0308 ) o Jids rad 40 .S
it Alin ailalin S e amylin 352 5 08 Sl e 3 0T 5
Sl 5 g0 () ST - s i) 2K 013 sl s 5 (i sl
T e gasiaen U eien 531y slias el i s e o) ol sl g
S g 3 BT 125 G 0 sy o Jalk il 6 ) T (55 58 60 Jaons
Gl i 3N 5 40 ASL,&,JJ\A_A&H(A_}\)L(S\‘GLQ g 3N e
SeasS o oalinad e 5 e s ool 090 b 58 gl @ oS el [Vl o
o aS et T i3l 3 glans 5 EES PR O PRU PR TP SRR g
s a4 o 355 m 03Nl gl oLl 1SS Oyt 4 gl0US ol
S (4513 3 (313 e ) e e 5 SOyl bl i
L SVIY BT AN PR [ R ECS NS PSRy S 5

4.(:._'\ Lyl 85 Jas O \'J.:J ;j\JAtCA_)I--\.l\-.)J;-;A I (B o8 il

. Hasidic

. nothing

. nothingness

Ayin

. self-revelation

. self-contained mysteriousness

. Keter

. Masoret ha-Berit
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1. Mu

2. predication
3. Mahdyanists
4. nicht
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1. Gottheit
2. self-hood

3. Hinayana
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1. given ontological "state of affairs"
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1. non sequitur



OBy g o gl Sicste Y

oA 15 sl S35 55L 5 oS mr pl s ke Blize = ¢ 5 iUl =
Sl ks s 635 e 4 (28 e Lo g el L ailine 5 0o Loky
2450l ot e gos L aBlsS e a o 93 Sl ool i s
b 3o gh oS sl 4zt ghay ot a0t iate il 5 e o el (V) 5 90
P d¥) 3,90 33 Mo et y36canl bty g Serep olis
223355 32511 o g ol b DLl S Bl antls glay o g Lot i
W5 3590 ool el 33\ kil o 0 T )3 ST 2550 0 5 S0 3555
S o 3 ls Ly 3es_uobis b Bl gt aSasly axls lay 2 0 yLst likae
¢ o 5055 65 3 aal g sl ) 2)lse NS e 53 ST le
) 3050 5 8L - i p o ol B e 233 - 5 2
3150 o2l SV o 0 5 3.9m 5 08 Do 52 QLSS a4 ey oS 55 40 (F) 5 (1)
' e b Wi 5 6 UOks e S =SS il 63 g OLSS
Blie o) S e 6 S el 20 3%ke 3,80 W e 6 50 ot iy
G353 55 55 84S 7S U Sk tila b U Ciline S e o
o a3 Lo g e e b e DS 5o Lol le g e G
a8 Ll 8an) ) 53 S e sle NS 535 g ge ¢S 1 G oS 2l
ISP A 4 bl e Soate aoles (ailize y ol S s o
L bt gy LT S sl Soes s a1 s 0l 31K
x> plins ool 3 s jlizan Sl yeni S 195 S A0 00 s i liias
elos Aty a0 a2 W 5 S as i b K00 o 5 Dol ol LT il
Sl 2 Sl o5 B g elisas o8 S 3 et plovl sl

1. per definitionem
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1. A fortiori

2. Urgrund
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1. omni words
2. Spinoza

3. Schelling

4. Sartre

5. Heidegger
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1. Conditioned Existence
2. Liberation

3. Pure Consciousness

4. De-conditioning

5. Un-conditioning

6. per se
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1. unify
samkhya
self-identity

2.

3.

4. substantiality
5. perusha

6.

raison détre.
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1. Jainism.
2. soteriology.
3. slavation

4. yogi
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1. given
2. suchness
3. real

4. states of affairs and states of no-affairs
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1. transcendental deduction
2. tabula rasa

3. self - mortification
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1. self-fulfilling prophetic aspect

2. discrimination and integration

3. The Adomment of The Spiritual Marriage
4. living ground

5. Eternal Wisdom
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1. fruition and action
2. drenches through
3. wonder

4. amazement
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1. wayless abyss
2. beatitude

3. gazing

4. superessence

5. blessedness
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1. via mystica
2. intentional
3. exaltation
4. blessedness
5. joy

6. problems
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1. yang
2. yen
3. superstructures

4. intergrating
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1. devotion
2. Husserl
3. Brentano

4. datum as meant
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1. putatively
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‘Mystical Experience and Theelogical Truth’
[2] See Ninian Smart’s essay ‘Interpretation and Mystical

Experience’ in Religious Studies, vol. 1, no. 1 (1965)

1. pluralistic account
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[3] See, for example, R Panikkar’s The Unknown Christ of Hinduism
(London, 1964) and Kultmysterium in Hinduismus und Christentum
(Munich, 1964). )

[4] See Aldous Huxley, The perennial phiosophy, (London, 1946)
and Fritjof Schuuon, The Transcendental Unity of Religions
(NewYork, 1953).

[5] See, for example, A. Leonard, ‘on the phenomena of Mystical
Experience’ in Mystery and Mysticism (London, 1956); R. Otto’s
Mysticism Ease and West (New York, 1957), and D. T. Suzuki’s,
Mysticism Christian and Buddhist (London, 1957). see also F.
Heiler, Prayer (London, 1933); J. Marechal, Swdies in the
Psychology of the Mystics (London, 1927); William Johnston, The
Still Point (NewYork, 1970): James Pratt, The Religious
Consciousness (NewYork, 1930); E. Underhill, Mysticism
(London, 1911).

A ke 0bLe b JSides Jlas[f]

Hindu and Muslim Mysticism (London, 1960); Mysticism, Sacred and

Profane (London, 1957; New York, 1961); and Concordant Discord

(London, 1970). See also his Our Savage God (London, 1974).

A ke 0l e 450 el oo o 525 93 [V]

The Teachings of the Mystics (New York, 1960); and Mysticism and

Philosophy (philadelphia, 1960; London, 1961).

DA ke b e )l Olenlides la sl 4 [A]

Reasons and Faiths (London, 1958); The Philosophy of Religion
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(NewYork, 1970); ‘Interpretation and Mystical Experience’ in
Religious studies, vol. 1, no, 1 (1965); ‘Mystical Experience’ in W. H
apitan and D. Merrill (eds.) An, Mind and Religion (pittsburgh,
1967) pp. 133-158; ‘Mystical Experience’ in Sophia, 1 (1962), pp.
19-25; ‘History of Mysticism’ in p. Edwards (ed.) Encyclopedia of
Philosophy (New York), vol. §5; and ‘Understanding Mystical
Experience’in S. T. Katz (ed.) Mysticism and Philosophical Analysis
(New York, 1978).
AS g gy 00 Y8 Slmio w5 s 48 ¢l 5 [4]
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W.J.- Wainwright, ‘Stace and Mysticism’ ,in Journal of Religion, 50
(1970), pp. 139-154.
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‘Interpretation and Mystical Experience’ in Religious Studies, vol. 1.
No. 1 (1965).
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‘Christian Mysticism’ in Religious Studies 7 (1971), pp. 31-42.
1.0 ey b g 85l 800 D i Aadllae (5 o [VF]
D. Kalupahana, Buddhist Philosophy (Hawaii, 1976), pp. 69-90; C. -
Prebish (ed.), Buddhism: A Modern Perspective (Pennsylvania, 1975);
L. de la vallee Poussin, Nirvana (Paris, 1923); 1. B. Horner, The
Early Buddhist Theory of Man Perfected (London, 1936); R.
Johansson, The Psychology of Nirvana (New York, 1970); T.
Stcherbatsky, The Buddhist Conception of Nirvana (Leningrad,
1927); G. R. Welbon, The Buddhist Nirvana and Its Western interpreters

(Chicago, 1968).
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Concordant Discord (London, 1970, p. 204 ff)
Yo Y\ Lo aiadi 5 06,8 miul s [VF]
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E. H. Gombrich, Art and Iusion (London, 1960). See also
Gombrich’s essay ‘The Evidence of Images’ in C. S. Singleton
(ed.), Interpretation (Baltimore; 1969), pp. 35-104.
L o bl 348 s b g (a2 DB 8 GRS 35 A 4 4,8 [1Y]
e (P il £1) 48 a0 L2 S Yo T s 2 2 J6 e (g ks
83 S Al K
Our Savage God (London, 1974), pp. 209-210.
(S b i € i 31 BT 58 g0 1) 6,0 By 25 il 4 SIYY]
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gl 5 Ml o 5 o (5 w15 53 el pl ol At SIS,
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[24] R. C. Zaehner, Concordant Discord, p. 194.
[25] Ibid.
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[26] Ibid.
[27] see R. C. Zaehner, Hindu and Muslim Mysticism (London,
1960), p. 188.
[28] Ibid.
s e 8 e SlS Loy il 51 [YA]
R. C. Zaehner, Mysticism Sacred and Profane (London, 1957:
NewYork, 1961), pp. 191-192.
e K 5 e o 80 L Gl 8l
N. Smart, ‘Interpretation and Mystical Experience’ Religious
Studies, vol. 1, No.1 (1965); F. Staal, Exploring Mysticism (London,
1975). See also N. Pike’s Criticism of Smart, ‘Comments’, in W.
H. Capitan and D. D. Merrill (eds.), Ar, Mind and Religion
(Pittsburgh, 1967), pp. 144-150.
gy B 02en 010 ke 55 pa 4SS5 ) 51 (6 S gn Lo (51 [ V4]
N. Smart, ‘Interpretation and Mystical Experience’ in Religious
Studies, vol. 1. No.1 (1965), pp. 81-84.
s B (52 2 o 5153 it mle g1 [ V0]
S. Katz, Jewish Concepts (NewYork, 1977); E. Urbach, The Sages
Jerusalem, 1975); S. Schecter, Some Aspects of Rabbinic Theology
(New York, 1961); H. Donin, To Be a Jew (NewYork, 1972); G. F.
Moore, Judaism (NewYork, 1973); M. Steinberg, Basic Judaism
(New York, 1947).
[31] See G. Scholem’s Kabbalah (NewYork, 1974) and his On the
Kabbalah and its Simbolism (NewYork, 1965).
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G. Scholems Kabbalah (NewYork, 1974); Major Trends in jewish
Mysticism (New York, 1954); and his essay ‘Devekuth’ in his The
Messianic Idea in Judaism (New York, 1972). p.p 203-26.
:Jg_ji;f‘r.}j.ialf.l.p%&J}kﬁ-)-’_}ﬁ&u|dbd|ﬁ)
1. Tishby’s Mishnat Ha - Zohar [in Hehrew] (Jerusalem. 1961), vol.
2. pp. 287 ff.
Wl et b g0 n B (5 g T L
ced Sldlae doe )31, &5 5 S 2 & 20 Aldlas jo o jled C.p‘,,e[\"\"]
Ohr s ST o gy b n il gn sl e i (V4P0)Y)
e s an gl el 1 50 40 S50 35l € 3 14 200
P DUV PR S 3P PP IS N S I FCUN RC A
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FCHU DY JCH L TCH PR
C. Prchish (ed.), Buddhism: A Modern Perspective (Pennsylvania,
1975), pp. 29-35.
IR e
E. Conze, Buddhism: [ts Essenc;: and Development (London, 1974;
NewYork, 1965); R. Robinson, The Buddhist Religion (California,
1970); W. Rahula, What the Buddha Taught (NewYork, 1962); D.
Rhys, Buddhism (London, 1914).
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[35] C. Prebish (ed.), Buddhism: A Modern Perspective, p. 34.
LS oS oL Gl VE s g 5388 e ity 0503 [TF]
o S5 2 oL LYY il g 50 S e e D [YY]
N. Smart, Doctrine And Argumen[ in Indian Philosophy (London,
1964); S. Radhakrishnan, Indian Philosophy (London, 1941); K. N.
Jayatilleka, Early Buddhist Theory of Knowledge (London, 1963); D.
Kalupahana, Causality: The Central Philosophy of Buddhism (Hawaili,
1975); E. Conze, Buddhist Thought in India (Michigan, 1967); K. N.
Jayatilleka, Survival and Karma in Buddhist Perspective (Kandy, 1969).
[38] L. Wittgenstein, Philosophical Investigations (Oxford, 1958),
section 304.
[39] John Ruysbroeck, ‘Regnum Deum Amantium’ , ch. 22, cited
by E. Underhill, Mysticism (London, 1911), p. 425.
[40] Meister Eckhart, Mystische Schriften (Berlin, 1903), p. 122.
S bl 800 i dalllas gl (1]
A. H. Armstrong, Plotinus (London, 1953); W. R. Inge, The
Philosophy of Plotinus, 2 vols. (London, 1918); E. Underhill.
Mpysticism (London. 1911); A. H. Armstrong, ‘Plotinus’ , in A. H.
Armstrong (ed.), Cambridge History of Later Greek and Early Medieval
Philosophy (Cambridge, 1967), pp. 195-271; E. Brehier, La
Philosophie de Plotin (Paris, 1961); J. M. Rist, Plotinus: The Road to
Reality (Cambridge, 1967).
el (ol Aadllan y Goond (511 JolS b S G ol (6,5 e
[42] Plotinus, Enneads, V1, 7:34 in Creuzer (ed.), Plotini Opera
Omnia (Oxford, 1835).
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G. Scholem, Sabbatai Sevi (Princeton, 1973).
gy S o g8 G ) s s g1
ch. 8 of his Major Trends in Jewish Mysticism (New York, 1954) and
his Kabbalah (New York, 1974).
gy S eSO 3 i 55050 [¥Y]
G. Scholem, Major Trends, ch, 8.
s K 65 el )l 2y U o Lalas (512 [¥0]
G. Scholem’s Kabbalah (includes a complete Bibliography for
further research); and his On The Kabbalah and Its Symbolism
(New York, 1965).
1l 3 g g0 5 el 4y 2 5 Sl 5 a5
H. Sperling and M. Simon, zohar (London, 1931 - 4), 5 vols.
ok K ) B 5,0 5 [¥9]
G. scholem, major Trends, ch. 7; see also the relevant sectious of
scholem’s Kabbalah.
g 9585 S smsr by Bl Juls aS as U e el s [YY]
gy S0 5 0 01800 5 508
S. Schechter, ‘safed in the Sixteenth Century’ in his Studies in
Judaism, 2nd Series (Philadelphia, 1908), pp. 202-306. See also
R.J. Z. Werblowsky, Joseph Karo (Oxford, 1962).
[48] R. Robinson, The Buddhist Religion (California, 1970), p. 33.
oy S ols g Sl 6,0 [¥4]

C. prebish, Buddhist Monastic Orders (Pennsylvania, 1975), See also
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N. Dutt, Early Monastic Buddhism (Calcutta, 1960); S. Dutt,
Buddhist Monks and Monasteries of India (London, 1962); 1. B.
Horner, trans., The Book of Discipline, 6 vols. (London, 1938-66);
G. De, Democracy in Early Buddh’ist Sangha (Calcutta 1955).

by K gl g 05 iSa bl i Sledbl 6l 4 [00]
Shoku Watanaho, Japanese Buddhism (Tokyo, 1968); H.
Dumoulin, A4 History of Zen Buddhism (London and New York,
1963); D. T. Suzuki, Introduction to Zen Buddhism (New York,
1964; London, 1969); J. Kitagawa, Religion in Japanese History
(New York, 1966); D. T. Suzuki, Essays in Zen Buddhism, 3 vols.
(Londno, 1949 - 53).
sty S gl slaakdn 5 e b, )Ly i SN 1 1 [0V]
the excellent work by J. Spencer Trimingham entitled Sufi
Orders(Oxford, 1971). See also A. Schimniel, Mystical Dimensions
of Islam (North Carolina, 1975); R. Gramlich, Die schutischen
Derwischorden Persiens (Wiesbaden. 1965).

[52] See F. Staal, Exploring Mysticism (London, 1975).

g K el S e IS (S0 5K g 5 e A a0l [OY]
Castaneda’s trilogy Teachings of Don Juan: A Yaqui Way of
Knowledge (Berkeley, 1970); A Separate Reality: Further
Conversations With Don Juan (NewYork, 1971); and Joumney to

Itlan (NewYork, 1972).
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H. Dumoulin, A History of Zen Buddhism (London and
NewYork, 1963); P. Kapleau, The Three Pillars of Zen (Boston,
1967); Guy Welbon, The Buddhist Nirvana and [ts Western
Interpreters (Chicago. 1968); E. Lamotte, Historie de Buddhisme
indien (Paris. 1967); D. T. Suzuki, Introduction to Zen Buddhism
(Kyoto, 1934); Zen Comments on the Mumonkan (NewYork,
1974).

S gy p S b S5 5 5w i DU 5l el (1 [00]
“The Itsu - made - gusa’ in Hakuin Oshé Zenshu, 1, pp. 149-230
(Tokyo, 1935). See also his more extended treatment of this
topic in his ‘Orategama’ in Hakuin Oshé Zenshii, V, pp.
105-246. See also the chronicle of Hakuin’s life Prepared by
his disciple Enji Torei entitled ‘Shinki - dokumyo Zenzi
nempuingyokaku’ (Chronicle of Hakuin) in Hakuin Oshé
Zenshu, 1, pp. 1-78. For a brief, helpful discussion of these
events see H. Dumoulin, A History of Zen Buddhism (London

and NewYork, 1963) pp. 247-55.
NoVIVoF o iaindd 35U o ol oy [0F]
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[58] William James, The Verieties of Religious Experience (NewYorKk,

1958), Lecture XV pp. 292-293.
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[59] William James, The Verieties of Religious Experience, p. 293.
[60] M. Buber, I and Thou (NewYork, 1970; London, 1971), p.159.
, 4y 20 S SIS 8o [51]
his Collected Complete Stories ed. N. Glatzer (New York, 1971).
See also his classic tales, The Castle, The Penal Colony, and The
Trial.

[62] See M. Buber’ I and Thou, pp. 158-159.

[63] From R. H. Blyth, Zen and Zen Classics, vol. 1 (Japan, 1960),
pp. 114-115. Cited by Ben - Ami Scharfstein, Mystica Experience,
p. 168.

[64] William James, The Varieties of Religious Experience, p.293.

AV o aindi 5 06 5 il .05 [£0]
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o b S (5 2l e 062 L0 i SNl 15 [PA]
his The Story of My Heart (London, 1912). For a brief discussion |
of Jefferies’ life and thought, see R. C. Zaehner, Mysticims,
Sacred and Profane, pp. 45-49.

[69] Henry Suso, Little Book of the Eternal (London, 1953), p. 185.

[70] Brihadaranyka Upanishad, 1:4:10.

[71] See the Samyutta Nikaya, 1V:360.
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[74] See David ben Abraham ha - Lavan, Masoret ha - Berit, cited
by G. Scholem, Kabbalah (NewYork, 1974). p. 95. See
Scholem’s entire discussion of this term in his Kabbalah,
pp.94-95.

{75] For more on Dionysius the Areopagite see J. Vanneste, Le
Mystere de Dieu (Brussels, 1959); E. Underhill, Mysticism
(London, 1911); H. Koch, Pseudo - Dionysius Areopagita (Mainz,
1900); H. F. Muller, Dionysius, Proclus, Plotinus (Munster, 1918)
I. P. Sheldon - Williams, ‘The Greek Christian Platonist
Tradition’ in The Cambridge History of Later Greek and Early
Medieval Philosophy, ed, A. H. Armstrong (Cambridge, 1967),
pp- 457-472. This work includes a Bibliography for further
research.

[76] See Masao Abe, ‘Non - Being and Mu’ in Religious Studies 11,
No.2 (June 1975), pp. 181-192. See also F. Sontag, ‘Freedom
and God’ in Religious Studies, 11, No.4 (December 1975), pp.
421-432.

[77] Cited in R. A. Nicholson, The Mystics of Islam (London, 1914),
p- 17.

[78] Cited in R. A. Nicholson,’The Mystics of Islam (London, 1914),
p. 59.

[79] L. Wittgenstein,Tractatus Logico - Philosophicus (London,

1961), section 7. On the subject of paradoxical language in
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mystical reports see also W. Aiston, ‘Ineffability’ in the
Philosophical Review, 65 (1956); Paul Henle, ‘Mysticism and
Semantics’ in Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, vol, iii
(1949), pp. 416-422; B. Russ;all, Mysticism and Logic (London,
1917); G. K. Pletcher, ‘Mysticism, Contradictior and
Ineffability’ in American Philosophical Quarterly, vol x (1973). pp.
201-211; B. Williams, ‘Tertullian’s Paradox’ in A. Flew and A.
Mcintyre (eds.), New Essays in Philosophical Theology, (NewYork,
1955; London, 1972): (Mysticism and Sense Perception’
Religious Studies, Vol. 9 (1975), pp. 257-278; peter Moore’s
paper, ‘Mystical Experience, Mystical Doctrine, Mystical
Technique’ in this volume, pp. 105-107; S. Katz, ‘The
Language and Logic of Mystery’ in S. Sykes and J. Clayton
(eds.), Christ, Faith and History (Cambridge, 1972), pp. 239-262;
Richard Gale, ‘Mysticism and Philosophy’ in The Journal of
Philosophy, 57 (1960); J. N. Horsburgh, ‘The Claims of ,
Religious Experience’ The Australasian Journal of Philosophy, Vol
35 (1957). pp. 186-200.
Ao Oy a sl azsls Ll g5 e (8500 C}Ua..o‘ S o yme glaa bl o [A0]
gy S (g
E. W. Hopkins, ‘Yoga technique in the Great Epic
[Mahabharata]’ in JAOS, vol, xxii (1901), pp. 333-379. See also
the exhaustive study of yoga by Mircea Eliade, Yoga (London,
1958; New Jersey, 1969); and J. H. Wood, The Yoga - system of
Pantanjali (Cambridge, Mass, 1914).
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[81] For more on this, see R. C. Zaehner, Hinduism (NewYork,
1962; Oxford, 1966), pp. 94 ff.

[82] See, for example, F. Streng, Emptiness (Nashville, 1967); see
also R. Robinson, The Buddhist Religion, pp. 52-3. On some of
the logical issues raised by this topic, see S. Katz, ‘The Logic
and Language of Mystery’in S. Sykes and J. Clayton (eds.),
Christ, Faith and History (Cambridge, 1972), pp. 239-262.

[83] See C. Prebish (ed.), Buddhism: A Modern Perspective, see also
David Kalupahana, Buddhist Philosophy (Hawaii, 1976),
especially ch. 12; M. Eliade, Yoga (London. 1958; New Jersey,
1969); T. Nanaponika, the Heart of Buddhist Meditation
(NewYork, 1962).
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J. Bennett, ‘Real’in k. T. Fann (ed.), Symposium on J.L. Austin

(London, 1969). pp. 267-283.
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W. van O. Quine’s Word and Object (Cambridge. Mass., 1960) as

Well as his Ontological Relativity and Other Essays (NewYork,



1969). See also P. F. Strawson, Individuals (London, 1959) and
his Bounds of Sense (London, 1966), of the recent journal
literature see M. S. Gram, ‘Transcendental Arguments’ Nous 5
(1971). pp. 5-26; and Gram ;gain in: ‘Hintikka and Spurious
Transcendentalism’ in Nous 8 (1974); ‘Categories and
Transcendental Arguments’ in Man and World 6 (1973); ‘Must
Transcendental Arguments be Spurious?’ in Kant - Studien 65
(1974). See also J. Hintikka ‘Transcendental Arguments’ in
Nous 6 (1972), pp. 274-281.
The back issues of Kant - Studien have many other papers of
interest and relevance on this theme too numerous to list
separately here.

[86] Jan van Ruysbroeck, The Adomment of the Spiritual Marriage
(London, 1916), pp. 176 ff.

[87] Ibid, pp. 245 ff.

[88] siva Samhiia, iv, 9-11, cited in M. Eliade, Yoga (London, 1958;
NewYork, 1969), p. 40.

[89] Ibn ‘Ata’ Allah, Miftah al-Falah cited in J. S. Trimingham, Sufi

Orders, p. 198.
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1. monotheistic
2. intimate

3. doctrinal hermeneutics
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1. God the Father
2. Bonaventure
3.2 Cor. 1222

4. Gal. 2.20



V¥4 S8 A () Sl o 1090 e

oo s ) 9 &5 ol S 135000 55 o 2l Sl s
S i 3l pite DAads 53 6l aslie sloa 505 e i
W \x\s;’ﬁ'sy.:\ 233538 (@l (2S4S lonS Jre )l s
SR FUSIP PUITRIPRRC et UK GNPAFRRAPE v LS
S\pas-) o poow 1030 OLBAE a aslls 55 [ g 8L Lol nd5 55 als s
3550 93 el a5 o il 3 L 12 )>°‘«r'5w Jams @i 53 et DK
I IRPCHP PUE PR E I POV ISR J I PRES T IPPUPRCI Y RN
2,525\ a5 ,2zie 2 s 3l g SIS 05 2

> il 8T s oli 51 5 [l i Gl e ol
RO PSVXPERT-J) S0 SEPPRIE I WIS BIFY I JEVECS STRIRE 9
6ol waa by e 85550 (e Olea wcanlis g 5055 K
35 i o P 0 ol alb glas Lo ol g oy (GRS Sl Gl
9 s ho) 13309 s Slgasife Olon 4575 S0 Jooo iy 2
oSoun leiee b [Lsf] 5 3223l e g o 5 0lan 4 ol sl
(S 3 5 397 08 sl 2231 n 3L 1y s 5 ol 9 Wl Sl
oo ae o soadls 593 U 5 b lsus sl jalh oy 0T Ko
[Y0] 2z on LT 51 095 Wle 9 daT (g0 03,95 050 A5 4, 5 5l ke

LN FAPYRSN PYSRNTENVINY PREVE JWIIC ERJ IR

1. Lukardis of Oberweimar
2. Gemma Galgani

3. Domenica Lazzari

4. Louise Lateau

5. Gal. 6.17
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2. intentionality
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1. Art of contemplation
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1. Mystery of mysteries
2. Spirit of spirits

3. primordiality

4. Logos

5. pr - exisent

6. post hoc

7. propter hoc
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1. Torat Emet
2. Louis Massignon
3. Paul Nwyia
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1. co-eternal
2. Weltanschauung

3. Essai sur les ongins du lexique technique de la mystique musulmane
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1. Koranized
2. Zeddik

3. self-interrogation
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1. Sefer Yazirah

2. Joachim of Fiore
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1. Tetragrammaton
2. Godhead
3. Three - in - one

4. Philo
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1. Om
2. Merkavah
3. Heichalot
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. Morals on Job

. Gregory

Sermons on the Canticles
dagamas

Nikdyas

. Buddhdghosa

. Shankara

. Knowledge by description
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. Knowledge by acquaintance
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1. halachah
2. messianic secret

3. Gershom Scholem
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1. Rabbi Simeon bar Yochai

2. R. Abraham ben David of Posquieres
3. R. Joseph Karo

4. Shulchan Aruch

5. The Spirit of the Mishnah
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S. other-worldly



1£8 U Ly o Culd yas 109 et

PCE TP IR WP PESPRTENPAR A PEICITRPPYE AU PP
oS i ) o JLS[Y’A].M(A&,S@V@JL)#QJAJ‘,{JTQ}A?A
WS Ay 2 e sl e baslie 6l 63 50 U s S ge o 5m 50
aS G\ Jin e o gas 5 o yeis LAl [FA]5 Al g3 ol oS s
N gire 3 s sl g 51 Le ol ool il 3 i Syl
28 CazSy FEadl sla 5 555 o A5l g3 dome Gliims 457351 51 skel
L5 sastale aSaS e 550 gge dad g oS ol 2 5855 S
Evé.ﬁ\}.(.f.aa),.»a_avfc...’:d:)\f O 3 Al AA?JS‘;..SJE’..S\JR';AL:
s M s e AT i slazigs 2 0505 el 5o 45755155 5205
22 W3 U8 s 0les g3 JUe Do i S5l sl cdod 031t 055 5 0
AL 5 e 53 S 6 e ol slae s sy el 53 92 S oS oK
K DS 533 e Jas e 55 OMesi slss JS a0y LT o 58 o 60 0
e DT3B e T lastindd 5 Lalae J Jue aSanl o Lol sl 3 3ot
PINES ISP EPRESINN B35 1 WPU PRRIEIION s ACRYCR P
R{CECHJERPREE I EAJRPPYIRENR JP 1 N RER JPESRT BICLIVS JRIPIriy
St 02 o) 15 S\ 3 3 34 S s il 0 oS e )
3O¥E &y led oy 5l 0150 oY By am SV ST s 53 5 "5 s ke

(b\,;\)ob,ﬁ\a:\) (b\l\‘)’r—)f;’a}\:_.q St 05\y e R opd ol gl

1. pansacramental

2. connotative

3. R. Abraham b. Isaac Ha Levi Tamakh
4. zeba’ot

5. ayalot
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5. Méandukya Upanishad
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1. Katha Upanishad
2. Sunya

3. conservatism
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1. Baal Shem Tov
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1. Peshat
2. Kerygma
3. Gospel

4. interiorization
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1. pre-predicative
2. samsdra
3. duhkha

4. sorrow
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1. Eightfold path

2. sammaddittha

3. sammasankappa
4. sammavdcd

5. sammadkammanta
6. sammada-djiva
7. sammavdyama
8. sammadsati

9. sammdsamaddhi

10. over-arching
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1. Beloved Bridegroom

2. shunyta
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1. model
2. 1deal

3. Categorical
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1. Showings

2. Messianic prophecies.
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1. trans-temporal.

2. hiturgical cycle.
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1. par excellence
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\. Prionty of the Passion

2. Meditationes vitae Christi
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1. Ascent of Mount Carmel
2. Spiritual Canticle

3. Spirit of God.

4. ark

5. manna
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1. A Spiritual Canticle of the Soul and the Bridegroom of Christ

2. ecstatic union.



OU).C,CAJ.M‘“.!J;CA:'L.: A3 4

PO DL 33 e i 9 o0l 2 e Slino 5y lie slaes
3500y U 588 55§l sl gas DN e A l3 092 595 A e
(VN0 g e 2333 2algndl e bl aen g 0 aST WAL Sss
O s 93 D f\su_E\a_,—\ R RY rf),‘Su_) il W\ s ey o Tf\_;.S € s
s e 31320 A8 53 s G e Sl glaetion 1SS o
it 6350 Sy play 9 3 SIS 065l plas 5l it s oS
3OS sl et anzls 0,56 T 358 9 e Shas 9 S
F S 23 et Jgiin agsl ol S s 550 5 335 Bor (il S L
P29 5 el ) ) a8 bk o icles g L2Sesl ) Slal g gm0 5 bl 3!
o2V B 5e0 DN g e 55 %556 5y Sy s, O sz dlos ¢ o slaze Hl
3o s o pgae Db o K 2V gl 3 K3 e il L Dl 5
ez g3 Sl gLl 3 g s s i yoma s 5Ly 45 53 sy (S
DB a5 5m 558 Dl Jole S5 Ul 4 1515 gzl o gdhe b
I 5ol S 65K pillan by s S 2,25 oS sl 0,8
Sad e 388 253555 b g sbasl 5 iz age 55 s 5 511005 o
NS I E PN RIS JUT-ROE M P IE 2By ol s s
a8 $ 500 53\ g 33 502 01 (g 53 Wl s 5320 &S Jloal

5,555 a0 A g5 e s D6 45

1. Richard Rolle.

2. Margaret Kempe.

3. Richard of St Victor.
4. Boehme.

5. Fox.
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2. spiritualizing



UU].:,W.“J“‘;WLA YeA

oS 51 e szl a7 55 o (Kas g OV 5V o D sy 54555050
o) 3 aZ0ol) L ghas Jaw g5 0 STb o &S e il 5 5w JU s O
o5 Ol [Jr U] Sy 5 a5 451 S e oS s
555 00 3 S e 8K 30550 550 B o e gt Jamnio el 03
M 08l polntl L LB azosls g o Dlanl & 0T 51 oy s 2 503 S 005
PO ool oy 5 lade By ol 5555 OISl (S Ol ke
o 5 s\ T ol 5 ) 5o 3 )13 5 3 )b aly s e b5 00 5 Bl
e Gds ol 5T 239 Ul a5 L ) Ol e slins WgiT oy U omaind
e 5235 50 Ailad | s DU o S ad (G 6 5 3L 5 e o s ool
On oanT 5 5) Il 5 42338 0la g5 5 omy a8 o LS Al sy
Ll s a0 B0 035 K s S BN 5wl Sls (b 5 !
S y300)13 5l alaim Do 5 5 0 45 ) Bl g 55 Sy gl a5 55 ol 3l
e U85 K 5 e s b il @238 s S oS sbolen
.5 9 Al g~
32Ul U e Db e 5o 8 B 51 JolS 2 g O 5 0 cplaito ol o
2 bS5 (BB s 51500 31 ) ik 5o s s Sneyel ¢l

.;,._.___3;;,._‘\,‘.;_:\);,\_,.&:\U@Q;,&M@\gb@u\;\ww

Tt A5 plan C2E 5 Ol g 4 48 o SL a1 ey ame d31 Good Friday
D gt 03 gt o Aie (S50,

St U Ll (gl giome & ool 20 3 By 3 e JoxUl oo yaia Synoptic Authors .Y
el Ol yian g Sinlon

39 St dc:__» =t b 00000 55 Olee GV os Easter Sunday ¥
Dy A Gl Jlazel jlaa JalS el S 228



Y.q LIPS WES PR LU YO SO W |

28 A eabn )3T IS kel g3 Sles g A 8185 b o S
sty bl pae (pl 5 s (3 loans £1a 3 55 5018 15 )3\ne gl Zonea]
o nlin 2 e Sy 03 02 S lims Sles el S L 0
oS s o e 28 035 ST ) 53y b e Sha S
e 0 led a3 oSy sbolen aS) ool (63 5 5 \mo g (213550 3 Sl S
450 g il 5l LS e oS DU 5,50 S Sl (s
A i (s S e e S 0 520 0,000 3 SOT L 550!
5ol Oln G 4 G B G 0ol ek 1G5 5 desa b Lty S s
L) s Olimme in £3,)03 3 5 5 04 @) 25 b gy Olos 5 S 2o 3 g 0
b sk las s shlaien 5Lty S 0L sais dyls 5 Oluls 3 cdiiS o 4y 20
Lz S [VYF]oSmd S8 Ol said «lBMhon 3 ) g (ot ) damns Slleds
(S\eiier o Aol an Olos a8y 53555 03 DB Glmans Lot 5
JUst LG 5l Olals 2 5 Ol sn 45 sboolen 2555 0 S L cina by S
Xy o s By s 3 o5
\no gl 457y S e i Lo ) g3 53 op s 5 (SCES- L Syl Ao
2 o2l 3 5,51 Sad iy a5 ey S Lo 825 03 ) 5102\ 53 oin 15
o o B 5 o1 41 8 5 s 25 B 93 @S 0 ST ks s B > DS
SR IO RIPIVS IPIVSIFENE

SpSaasin b
\,JL,cﬁ&ﬁ\&s.\_ﬁ)muuﬁJ\J,J\M,.\,u,u@_m,:ﬁ o>

o0 ) 385 5 JolS o S 6 Y A5 e S 5 had s 13



OWse g o  gifesle .

Wahalos oot s G20 332 33 ol 3dosl ol OF ol 5 e g5 33 5 50 S e
3@ 3 Shas Mgy £ 215 0 e e b 5 6505 Slaac )
355 Jaa fad IR )3 i 2 (e85 Sl S5 Slarenil 5 psl g S s
223,55 55 OF Ay s ST 5 e g sl 5l Sl (B Sl
Sgm 338 e abalas canny 00 b o oplas ot b a5 S & ey
] A5 e 33 am g2e oyy ol ol iy a5 3505 0 500
Shagas B sla S5 5 a5 0 e oS5 4,15 ol p Il e J3lo- Lo

e e o S

Wi 52

OJJ-.liLJg)lS‘J..J‘f ‘V'.'S‘-"‘ exlazal (Ol e 35\;)\@,@..‘5\}3&‘4’_';\[\]
&P.MOL.—S{&U;‘VJ\QJ(W*SM@&GGUL{Q‘D
)'l'_;:,.,.ﬂjQUL.'LIL;U{J:JJ;«:_,SQM«QUJ;»;jl}Lf.LiL,;)lS.xJ_,;
eﬁ.'ﬁjdém‘wgd}@agﬁ)“‘d_‘éﬁg}iﬂ&uﬁdﬁué%
Ol b L, K Bl 3 Jonads a g s ol 8L ps S S
.r\o.)fabo.i..ﬂ«{)uj&_,wug;iju

t\-j}\JJASAJJQT‘QJ‘M(%JdNeG&iésdﬁg&Q\ﬁqu\[T]
(il ‘J._.a).,\_ﬂ S ) t',.,!_,aw&.:(),.xf RO W > W
H‘)éé)—;wﬂcjh_ﬁ Q)M‘Jﬂ)é‘G)‘&‘U)J—SL&&Q‘}J ‘J"_}’
wuga,;v_.«uﬁ)ts»ywd,u‘éw,;L,,m‘ﬁ,u,.su)u;,;u
.JJSOML:J bc.pf

[3] On al - Hallaj see louis Massignon’s classic, La Passion d’al -

Hosayn ibn Mansour Al Hallaj, 2 vols. (paris, 1922).

[4] on ortlieb see Rufus Jones, The Flowering of Mysticism
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(NewYork, 1939), pp. 59-60. The fate of priscillian of Avila is
discussed in H. Chadwick’s study, Priscillian of Avilla (Oxford.
1976). Eckhart’s biography is described in Ernst von Bracken,
meister Eckhart: Legende utid Wirklichkeit (Meisenheim am Glan.
1972). as well as in the standard histories of medieval
mysticism, e.g. by Rufus Jones, E. Underhill, and L. Bouyer.
Teresa of Avila’s difficulties are reviewed in the source given
in note 79 below. On Kabbalists and Hasidim see G. Scholem,
Major Trends in jewish Mysticism (NewYork, 1954); G. Scholem,
Kabbalah (NewYork, 1974): and Mordecai Wilensky, Hasidim ve
- Mitnagdim, 2 vols, (Jerusalem, 1970).
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[7] See Carl Keller’s essay on Mystical Literature’ in S. Katz
(ed.). op. cit.

[8] On the Shiur Koma see G. Scholem, jewish Gnosticism, Merkabah
Mysticism and Talmudic Tradition (NewYork, 1965).

[9] Shiur Koma, chs, 1 and 7. Translated in D. meltzer (ed.), The
secret Garden (NewYork, 1976).

[10] For details Of the medieval kabbalistic system see C.

Scholem, Major Trends, chs4-7. On the rabbinic use of the term
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zivwug see M. Jastrow, Dictionary of the Targumim, The Talmud
Babli and Yerushalmi and The Midrashic Literature (reprinted in
Israel, 1972).

[11] For more details of this idea see: moshe idel, On the History of
the Interdiction against the study of Kabba before the Age of Forty’ (in
Hebrew), in the Association of Jewish Studies Year Book, vol.
5 (new York, 1980), pp. 1-20 of Hebrew section.

[12] Zohar, Beshalah 50a-51a; translated in vol. 3,p. 155, of the
Soncino English translation of The Zohar, (eds.) M. Simon and
p. Levertoff (London, 1933).
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G. Scholem, ‘The Meaning of the Torah in Jewish Mysticism~ in

On the Kabbalah and its Symbolism (new York, 1965), pp. 32-86.

dax 2SSl o) et R U R e o e VY]

e 52 VAQY JLe jabontwetsh kv y5 5 i CaiS o b 5o OF (5 D

A i bl Oy S 1

[15] Teresa of Avila, The Life of Teresa of Avila, tr. D. Lewis, p. 402
(several reprints and editions).

[16] Teresa of Avila, Interior Castle, 6th mansion, ch. 4 (available
in several editions). .

[17] Jan van Ruysbroeck, Adomment of the Spiritual Marriage, tr. E.
Underhill (London. 1951), pp. 4-5.

[18] Julian of norwich, Showings (longer version), p. 143 (many

editions).



Y\Y BELJR Ve ((‘_f:.:....:)»c..bra:p,a&uﬁ

5 5l SRS IS )3 0l e ) o g5 25 5l e S 215 114)
Dialogue of the seraphic virgin, Tr. A.thorold (London, 1896) Olwas 5
p 33 8mwd Dlalllan . ZBL el s el s o oty e Sl 434S oK S
a3 pdy el 5165000 a5 50
1. Glordani, St Catherine of siena (Boston, 1975), and R. de Vineis,
the life of St Catherine of siena (London, 1960).
[20] Cited in Herbert Thurston, The physical Phenomena of
mysticism (chicago, 1952), p.131.
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[23] E. Cousins (ed.), Bonaventure, The Soul’s Journey into God
(NewYork, 1978), pp. 5S4ff.
[24] Ibid., p. 45.
[25] Cited in H. Thurston, op.. cit., p. 44.
[26] H. Suso, Little Book of Eternal Wisdom, pt. 1. ch. 2, p. 30
(NewYork, 1953).
[27] Ibid., p. 32.
[28] Lukardis Of Oberweimar’s Life by an anonymous author was

published in Analecta Bollandiana, vol xviii (1899), p. 314.
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[29] Bonaventure, Meditationes Vitae Christi, ch. 13, p. 361c.

[30] Cited by S. Trimingham, The Sufi Orders in Islam (Oxford,
1971), p. 163.
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H.A. Wolfson’s essay, The Veracity of Scripture from Philo to

Spinoza, in his Collected essays, Religious Philosophy (Cambridge,

Mass. 1960).
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G. Scholem, , Major Trends, chs. 6 and 7, and his Sabbati sevi
(princeton, 1973).

[33] See G. Scholem, The Meaning of Torah: in on the Kabbalah and Its
Symbolism.

[34] see Louis Massignon, Essai sur les Origins du Lexique technique
de la mystique musulmane (paris, 1954) and paul Nwyia, Exegese
coranique et langage mystique (Beirut, 1970).

[35] Louis Massignon, Essai sur les origins, p. 45.

[36] Ibid., pp. 45-46.
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H. Corbin, L'Imagination créatrice dans le soufisme d'ibn Arabi (paris.

1958).
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R. Manheim, Creative Imagination in the sufism of Ibn Arabi

(princeton, 1969), pp. 211-212.
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R. Elimelech Of Lizhensk, Noam Elimelech (Lvov, 1788). See also

G. scholem’s article on the "zaddik" in his Collected Papers (in

Hebrew) (Jerusalem, 1976).
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H. Corbin, Avicenna and the Visionary Recital (New york, 1960), pp.

29ff.

{40] Ibid., p30. See also G. Scholem, Major Trends, pp. 25-8 and
Paul Tillich’s. Theory of signs and Symbols in systematic
Theology, vol. I (Chicago, 1951).
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‘La Philosophie Orientale d’ibn Sina et son alphabet

philosophique’ in Mémorial Avicenne (Cairo, 1952).
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W. Rahula, Zen and the Taming of the Bull (London, 1978), p. 80.
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[45] see G.Scholem, on the kabbalah and its symbolism (NewYork,
1965), p. 20.
[46] On joseph Karo see R.J.Z. Wrblowsky, Joseph karo (Oxford,
1962).
see also s. Schechter’s classic essay ‘Safed in the 16th Century’
in Studies in Judaism, 2nd Series (philadelphia, 1908), pp.
202-306.
[47] Al Hallaj ‘Tasin al - fahm, kitab at - Tawasin, cited by A.
Schimmel, Mystical Dimensions of Islam (Chapel Hill, 1975), p.70.
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Post Holocaust Dialogues: Studies in Modern Jewish Thought (NewYork,
1983).
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[50] R. Abraham B. Isaac Halevi Tamakh, Commentary on the song
of songs, ed. Leon A. Feldman (Assen, 1970), p. 85.
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[51] Gilbert of Hoyland, Semnons on the Song of Songs, 1
(Kalamazoo. 1978), p. 101.
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G. Steiner, After Babel (Oxford, 1975); R. A. Brower, On
Translation (Cambridge, Mass., 1959); W. Quine, Word and Object
(NewYork, 1960) and also his From a Logical Point of View
(Cambridge, Mass., 1953); W. Winter, The Craft and Context of
Translation (Austin, 1961). Compare also I. A. Richards’s
instructive Mencius on the Mind (London, 1932) for a case study of
translating Chinese into English.
[53] For more on this issue see G. scholem, Kabbalah (NewYorKk,
1974).
[54] see G. scholem, ‘The Meaning of the Torah in Jewish
Mysticism’ in on the Kabbalah and Its symbolism.
oo ol ST e ey i Ty 55 s UL, [00]
S 0w e
[56] See, for example, Nachmanides. ‘Introduction, to his perush
al ha - Torah.
ks S 013 U e Ctaal DL 4o d5 el 35055 [OV]
A. Schimmel, Mystical Dimensions of Islam, appendix I entitled
‘Letter symbolism in sufi Literature’, pp. 411-25.
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Tor Andrae, Der Person Muhammeds (Stockholm. 1918)
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Leon Schaya, La Doctrine soufique de l'unite (Paris, 1962), pp. 83ff.
(60] Yunus Emre, Divan, (Istanbul, 1943), p. 308: cited by A.
schimmel, op. cit., p. 418.
[61] The first chapter of the Koran.
[62] The formula With Which the Koran opens: ‘In the name of
God. the All Merciful, the Merciful.
[63] The first letter of the Koran.
[64] A dot under the letter BA.
. [65] M. Lings, A Moslem saint of the 20th Century (London, 1961),
pp. 50-149.
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[66] See Jan Gonda, Vedic Literature (Wiesbaden, 1975), p.7n.2,
and the whole of ch. 2. See also H. V. Glasenapp, Die
Literaturen Indiens (Stuttgart, 1961).
[67] Jan Gonda, Vedic Literature, p. 72. See also J.Gonda, ‘The
Indian mantra in orens, xvi (1963).
[68] J.Gonda, Vediclierature, p..72. see also The sources cited by
Gonda on p. 72n. 77 of this work.
{69] Ibid., p.72.
[70] Katha Upanishad 2: 15-17, translated by F. Edgerton, The
Beginnings of Indian Philosophy (London, 1965), p. 184.
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Gerald Larson, ‘The Bhagavad Gita as a Cross Cultural process’,
in JA4R, xliii (1975), pp. 651-669.
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G. Welbon’s interesting study, The Buddhist Nirvana and lts Western
Interpreters (Chicago, 1968).
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K. Bolle in Part 1l of his translation of the Bhagavad Gita
(Berkeley, 1979) entitled ‘On Translating the Bhagavadgita”, pp.
219-258
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[74] Yunus Emre, Divan, cited by A. Schimmel, op. cit., p. 106.

[75] See G. Scholem. On the Kabbalah and Its Symbolism, pp. 62ff.

[76] Henry Suso, The Exemplar Life and Writings of Blessed Henry Suso,
O.P. tr. M. Ann Edward (Dubuque, lowa, 1962), vol. i, ch. 16,
p- 39.

[77] Ibid., vol. i, ch. 43, p. 137.
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E. Llamas Martinez, Santa Teresa de Jesis y La Inquisicion Espanola

(Madrid, 1972.)

[80] See Bernard’s Sermons on the Canticles, 2 vols. (Dublin, 1920).
This edition is to be used with care. The new edition, On the
song of songs, tr. k. Walsh, 2 vols (Washington, D.C., 1971-76),
is now the preferred translation. see also for a brief discussion
of this work and its love theme, c. Butler, Western Mysticism
(London, 1927), pp. 139 ff. By ‘Western’ Butler means early
and medieval Christian! For a more general treatment see J.

leclercq, Bernard of Clairvaux and the Cistercian spirit (Kalamazoo,
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1976), and E. Gilson’s The Mystical Theology Of Saint Bemard
(NewYork, 1955). M. Ratisbonne’s Histoire de Bemnard et son
siecle, 2 vols (Paris, 1903), is still a standard work.
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[82] John of the Cross, The Living Flame of Love, tr. David Lewis
(London. 1934, pp. 31ff.

[83] Ibid., pp. 146-147.

[84] See for example, the use of Eckhart by R. Otto in his
Mysticism East and West (NewYork. 1960) and by D.T. Suzuki in
his Mysticism, Christian and Buddhist (NewYork, 1957).

[85] Meister Eckhart, Die lateinische Werke, ed. E. Bénz et al.
(Stuttgart, 1938 and subsequently), iii, 4.

[86] Ibid., iii, 295 ff. |

[87] Cited in Rufus Jones, Studies in Mysticism (London, 1923). p.
225.

[88] Meister Eckhart, Die lateinische Werke, ii, 38.

[89] Meister Eckhart, The Nobility of the soul, tr. C. De B. Evans
(London, 1924, pp. 282-283. See for more on this theme, for
example, Eckhart’s treatise, The Kingdom of God, pp. 267ff., as

well as his The Three Creations, pp. 382-89, both of which are
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also in the Evans volume.
[90] Meister Eckhart, The Rank and Nature Of the soul, tr. c. de B.
Evans (London, 1924),p. 299.
e S (1]
D.T. Suzuki, Mysticism: Christian and Buddhist (New York, 1957),
ch. L.
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[94] John of the Cross, Collected Works, tr .A. Peers (London,
1934-35), vol, iii, p. 49.
Ol 550 i 4 S ol e go ol 51 g1s 5 5 Juaide o (81 [40)]
YO | P 4 WS U VY ‘u:;u;’u 3 g 0L oy LB e
Q\,.i_wj.;)>|>¢4ﬂ,ﬁ,wlpgpu;)uf b 4 b e s Ol
i gt
S 25 BT gl bt pn S 31 5 ke e 53 51 [85])
An Introduction to Indian Philosophy (Calcutta, 1933), pp. 145-53; S.
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D. Dasgupta, A History of indian Philosophy, 5 vols (Cambridge,
1922-55); Karl potter, Presuppositions of Indian Philosophies
(Englewood. New Jersey, 1963); Th. Stcherbatsky, The Central
Conceptions of Buddhism (Calcutta, 19562); paul Hacker, Vivarta
(Wiesbaden, 1953); E. Conze, Buddhism: Its Essence and
Development (New York, 1965): and W. Rahula, What the Buddha
Taught (New York, 1962). See also R. Gimello’s article in S. Katz.
op. cit.
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‘Ethics and Mysticism in eastern Mystical Traditions’ ,in Religious

Studies. No 28., june 1992, pp. 253-267. (this essay was originally
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delivered as the first of my two David Baumgardt Memorial Lectures,
sponsored by the Americal Philosophical association, at Harvard
University, 10 November 1984)
‘Mysticism And Ethics in Western mystical Traditions’ , Religious
Studies. No 28., june 1992, pp. 407-423. (this essay was originally
delivered as the second of my two David Baumgard:t Memorial
Lectures, sponsored by the Americal Philosophical association, at
Harvard University, 14 November 1984)
L-,.,_\‘_x_'.\c_sj_()l)sd.d)f,;)fdu..dﬁ\)usdzbyyru;)L_.‘.).s[‘\‘\]
ol Pl mbe (o 2aS e G LECLS Dlldos S ol 03 g2 8 45 0
2T o 5oy S oo O o Ll Olis 3 5 la S 205 isls s
el (6 e Olidow L 55 S ol £ 406 4e
[100] Julian of Norwich, Showings (shorter version), ch. 6, pp.

17-18. Available in many editions.
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M. W. Levinsohn, Der prophet Elia nach den Talmudim und

Midraschimquellen (1929); E. Margoliot, Eliyahu ha - navi be Sifrut

Yisroel (Tel Aviv, 1960). See also the Index for ‘Elijah’ in Louis

Ginzberg, Legends of the jews, 6 vols (Philadelphia, 1909-28)

[102] See here M. Eliade’s remarks in Myths, Dreams and Mysteries
(New York, 1967), p. 30. Kierkegaard’s position on what it
means to be a Christian is a paradigm of this argument in
modem Christian literature. See, for example, his discussion in
Concluding Unscientific Postscript, trs. D. F. Swenson And W.

Lowrie (princeton, 1944).
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[103} On this and related themes see john Gager’s study, Moses in
Greco Roman Paganism (Nashville, 1972).

[104] see, for example, the biography of the Buddha as drawn in
the Niddanakatha, tr. J.W. Rhys David as Buddhist Birth Stories
(Boston, 1880). E.J. Thomas’s The Life of the Buddha (NewYork,
1927) is also a valuable early study of the Buddha’s ‘life’. Of
the more recent contributions, the study by Frank E.
Reynolds, ‘The Many Lives of the Buddha’ in F. E. Reynolds
(ed.), The Biographical process (The Hague, 1976), pp. 37-61, is
helpful. see also Etienne Lamotte’s seminal essay, ‘La
Legende du Bouddha’ in Revue de Ihistoire des religions, vol.
cxxxiv (1947), pp. 37-71, and his larger, more recent study,
Histoire du Bouddhisme Indien (Louvain, 1967). A. Foucher’s La
vie du Bouddha d’apres les textes et monuments de Liinde (paris,
1949) is another important discussion of the issue. An
abridged English translation of this work is available as The
Life of the Buddha (Westport, Conn., 1972). some further useful
comparative material is provided by joseph Campbell, The Hero
with a Thousand Faces (princeton, 1946). However, care Must be
taken when using this, or any other, of campbell’s work.

[105] On Muhammad see R. E. Nicholson fine paper, The
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1. Jerry Gill, "Mysticism and Mediation", p. 113.

2. dispositional stance

3. John Hick, "Mystical Experience as Cognition", p. 429.
4. noumenon

5. phenomenon
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1. datum as meant
2. intentions

3. assign
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2. Pluralist
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2. The ‘Conservative’ character of Mystical Experience
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1. Ibid, p. 89.
2. Mystical Speech and Mystical Meaning
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through this translation of my work. His interest,
courtesy and erudition are very much appreciated.
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rediscovery of the mysteries encoded in scripture, the
recovery of the superabundant truth and meanings hidden
in these primal documents.

I would also note that in considering the role of
scripture one has also to pay close attention to such
issues as the character of scriptural interpretation in the
various traditions; the nature of symbols and symbolic
interpretations; the issues of typology or metonymy; and
again, the presence of paradoxical formulations and
interpretations of scripture

CONCLUSION
Over the past thirty years my views have received
considerable attention both by those who support them
and those who are critical of them. Without offering any
further judgment on the correctness of my argument(s), I
would conclude by saying only this: whatever one’s final
position on how to read and interpret mystical traditions,
- the relevant and quite voluminous scholarly literature of
the past three decades indicates that almost all scholars
have accepted that: (a) the studies of mysticism pre-
dating my own were, as shown by my work, inadequate
in many ways; and (b) that the contextual reading of
mystical materials that I have proposed is a necessary
component of the study of mystical materials. For this I
am grateful. )
Finally, in concluding, I must offer a sincere
“thank you” to Mr. Ata Anzali for initiating and carrying



urgently desirous of sharing these extraordinary truths
and experiences, they utilize language to convey
meaning(s) and content(s) in a variety of amazingly
imaginative ways. It is indeed their success at just this
sort of substantive communication that allows us to
speak of, to learn of, and to participate in mystical
traditions at all.

VI. MYSTICISM AND SACRED SCRIPTURE

As a necessary and interrelated consideration of our
analysis of language and mystical genres I would also
call to attention the need for very close study of the rich,
profound, and consequential relationship that has existed
between mystics and the sacred scriptures of their
traditions. This is to recognize that, for example, the
teachings of Jewish mysticism and of individual
kabbalists were unintelligible outside of the Hebrew
Bible and later rabbinical commentaries thereon; that
Christian mystics drew deeply from and were
fundamentally shaped by the New Testament story and
its many forms of reading; that Sufism was a Qur’an-
intoxicated mystical form; that Hindu teachers and
teachings were incomprehensible apart from the Vedas
and Bhagavad Gita; and that even in Buddhism scripture
played an important role. Here [ would just note, to
begin a very complex conversation, that mystics across
traditions and cultures have always assumed that the
sacred texts of their traditions are authentic centers of
divine, transcendental, ultimate truth. Accordingly, the
mystical quest is thus, quite literally, the discovery or
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sensitive—such that it breaks free of and transcends the
regulative categories of knowing and thereby is opened
up to new forms of awareness that are conducive to, and
permit, satori. Here language performs an essential
mystical task, but it is not a descriptive task. Meditation
on the ‘nonsensical’ koan, defined by paradox or
absurdity, ‘the sound of one hand clapping,’ is the
linguistic means whereby language corrects itself, that is,
it corrects the errors of propositional and descriptive
language that lead the mind to false ontic commitments,
particularly in the Buddhist context in terms of selthood,
the substantiality of things, and the existence of a (or the)
One.

Again, focusing on the function of language,
what is the role of sacred languages, alphabets, and
mystical lexicons in the great mystical traditions? And
what of the magical and theurgical use of words, or of
words as power? All these essential, indeed elementary,
issues require close attention when one seeks to
decipher, compare and evaluate reports of mystical
experience.

[ would also add that my studies of the central
linguistic issues involved in the study of mysticism
suggest that whatever else the world’s mystics do with
language they do not, as a rule, merely negate it. Pressed
to the outer limits of the ‘sayable’ by the transcendental
objects/subjects of their concern, yet often assisted by the
resources of positive revelation and/or the content of
their (and others’) ‘noetic’ experience and, as a rule,
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To assume, as James,® Stace,” and many others do, that
because both mystics claim that their experiences are
paradoxical they are describing like experiences, is a non
sequitur. )

As a part of this discussion of the way language
and logic work in the context of mystical experience and
the reporting of mystical experience one has also to ask
what mystics mean when they make the assertions they
make. For example, when mystics make such claims do
they mean them literally? This raises a whole host of
fundamental issues that require decipherment. For
example, is mystical language meant to be descriptive or
just transformational as, for example, in a Zen koan or
Hindu mantra, or both? (I believe both depending on
context). As to its transformational character, let me just
make a brief comment based on the well-known example
of the Zen koan. In posing the koan, the master is not
attempting to pass information of a doctrinal or dogmatic
sort to his student—aithough what is taught by the
master, and what is learned by the student, does carry
such content in an extended or a translated sense.
Rather, the master is seeking to revolutionize the
student’s consciousness, particularly in the context of
meditation—when  consciousness is  particularly

8 William James, The Varieties of Religious Experience, Lecture
XVI, pp. 292-293.

7 Walter Stace, Mysticism and Philosophy (Philadelphia, 1960), pp.
106-107 and pp. 131-132.
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‘paradoxicality.”  These two features are standard
elements in all phenomenological descriptions of
mystical experience and are taken to be grounds for their
comparability; but do they actually support this position?
Do these elements logically allow for the inquiry into the
possible identity of mystical experiences and their
attempted comparability, especially their claimed
equivalence or similarity? What leads me to ask these
questions is the following argument: the terms ‘paradox’
and ‘ineffable’ do not function as terms that inform us
about the context of experience, or any given ontological
‘state of affairs.” Rather they function to cloak
experience from investigation and .to hold mysterious
whatever ontological commitments one has. As a
consequence, the use of the terms ‘paradox’ and
‘ineffable’ do not provide data for comparability, rather
they eliminate the logical possibility of the comparability
of experience altogether.  Consider the following
example: (1) mystic A claims experience X is
paradoxical and ineffable, while (2) mystic B claims
experience Y is paradoxical and ineffable. The only
logically permissible conclusion one can draw in this
situation is that both mystic A and mystic B claim their
experience is paradoxical; nothing can be said about the
content of their respective experiences X and Y for there
is no way to give content to experiences X or Y in such a
manner as to learn anything about them, apart, as we
have said, from their both being paradoxical, which
could then serve as the basis of a reasonable comparison.
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Again, this usage encourages one to reflect on the
ontological claims that lie beneath and are necessary
correlates of language. Even agreeing that in two or more
cases the term ‘nothingness’ is being used in the sense of
an objective ontological reference, there is still no surety
that the term is being used in synonymous ways. One has
to ask whether the various experiences of ‘nothingness’
are similar or dissimilar experiences of the same
phenomenon, i.e., ‘nothingness,” or different experiences
of different phenomena, i.e., ‘nothingness’ is a term
which is used to cover alternative ontic realities. In this
latter instance, which seems to fit at least a substantial
segment of the data of mystical experience more
adequately, the difference between cases is a difference
between what is experienced, not just how something is
experienced. The appropriateness of this second schema,
i.e., that the term is used to cover differing ontic ‘states
of affairs,” recommends itself because to hold that it is a
case of how one experiences a common reality one
would have to have a sufficiently delimiting list of
corresponding and agreed predicates that the experienced
object possessed in both (or more) cases which are being
compared. This, however, is absent in at least many, if
not most, cases.

Related to the linguistic-cum-ontological
confusion about the use of certain terms there is also a
substantial logical issue which requires sustained
discussion. This issue relates to the claim that mystical
language is defined by its ‘ineffability’ and its
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seems to me that the fact is that these typologies of
supposedly common elements not only always reduce the
actual variety of disparate experience to fit a specific
theory but they also turn out to be of little help in
understanding mystical experience because they are so
broad as to be applicable to any one of several mutually
exclusive experiences.

V. SOME THOUGHTS ON LANGUAGE, PARADOX AND
INEFFABILITY

The logic of ‘ineffability,” ‘paradox,” and related terms
as used by mystics has to be rethought. This means
exploring the way mystics use language and the propriety
of such usage. Consider here as an example of the
complexity involved in the use of language by mystics
the various uses of the terms regularly translated into
English as ‘nothingness,” in the various mystical
traditions. When comparisons are made (based on the
presence of the term ‘nothingness’) without careful
inquiry, insuperable problems emerge, for one has to ask
at the outset about the precise use of the term. Is it being
used as a subjective description of an experience, or as a
putative objective description of an object, or of an
objective ontological state of being? This is the
difference between using the term in a way analogous to
the subjective use of ‘happiness,’ i.e., “I experience
happiness,” as compared to the objective (and object)
claim “I experience God.” This distinction already
indicates that the utterance of the term ‘nothingness’
does not suffice to assure the univocal use of the term.
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Indian systems metaphysics is soteriology. What one
believes does affect one’s salvation—and ‘salvation,’
differently understood from tradition to tradition, is the
respective goal(s) of each. The experience that the mystic
or yoga has is the experience he seeks as a consequence
of the shared beliefs he holds through his metaphysical
doctrinal commitments.

Fourth, the crucial role of ‘elite’ religious
communities in mystical traditions must be recognized
and fully appreciated. By referring to the practices of
‘elite’ communities I mean to call attention to, for
example, monasteries, sanghas, khanaqahs, and the like,
in the generating of mystical experiences; the nature and
importance of set practices, e.g., the chanting of psalms,
or ‘mystical prayer’, or the repeated chanting of the
names of Allah; the meaning and role of established
meditative techniques that are aimed at re-conditioning
consciousness; and the purpose and results of ascetic
behavior, and the like.

IV. CROSS CULTURAL TYPOLOGIES OF MYSTICISM

The logic, as well as the possibility, of framing cross-
cultural phenomenological typologies of mystical
experiences has to be re-thought. Though this has been a
central aspect of the academic study of mystical
experience since William James’s pioneering work,’ I
remain unconvinced by the results so far achieved. It

* See his, Varieties of Religious Experience (New York, 1958.)
Originally published in London in 1902.
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him in the specifically Sufi frame of consciousness both
ideologically and existentially, for his ecstatic
experience, the form of which was also anticipated in
advance. Likewise, the overwhelming preponderance of
Christian mystics are found in monasteries and holy
orders with their lives centered around chastity, ‘good
works,” and an extremely rigorous regimen of prayer.

In all these instances one must ask, “what does
the guru teach?” The answer is that he teaches a specific
way and a specific goal: his students follow him along
the former because they want to reach the latter.

Third, as an issue of importance in its own
right—and as an example of how one needs to do
comparative study—I would call attention to the widely
practiced art of yoga. Yoga is found in all the major
oriental religions, yet the goal of yoga, and even the
meaning of yoga, differs from particular tradition to
particular tradition. The variety of very different beliefs
that are related to the practice of yoga, i.e., yoga practice
is introduced to facilitate reaching certain goals that are
already described in the doctrines of the various religious
traditions, are not to be forgotten. That is, this variety of
dogmatic doctrinal belief is not to be dismissed as merely
marginal or preparatory, nor can one, recognizing the
complexity of the circumstances, talk about yoga in the
abstract, for yoga in that circumstance will then certainly
become just an empty abstraction. Moreover, the
significance of the contextual element becomes all the
more pressing when one realizes, for example, that for
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teacher or guru who leads the novice along ‘the way.’ In
the Jewish tradition there is a strong aversion to auto-
didacticism both in traditional rabbinic and even more in
mystical matters. In the Buddhist tradition, one also
finds the same emphasis on being guided along the path
towards nirvana by a qualified teacher. Only a Buddha
reaches self-enlightenment, all others must be helped
towards this end. Again, this aspect of the mystical
situation is highly focused in the history of Sufism which
developed a widespread, highly refined, tradition of Sufi-
schools which aided the believer salak at-tarig
(travelling the Path). The essence of these mystical
Orders, often centered in special Sufi monasteries known
as khanaqahs, was the formal relation of master and
disciple, of murshid and murid, based upon the ideology
that, though each man potentially, latently, possessed the
ability to merge with Allah in ecstatic union (fana), this
potency could be actualized only with the assistance of a
qualified master (except in the case of a small spiritual
elite or elect known as khawass or Sufiyya on whom
Allah has bestowed special favor). The disciple followed
the tariga (‘the way’) which was a practical method for
moving upward through a succession of stages
(magamat) culminating in the experience of fana—unity
in Allah. The rariga consisted of set prayers,
supererogatory exercises, other varied liturgical and
penitential acts, fasts, retreats, vigils, and the like. This
highly structured procedure prepared the disciple for his
experience, i.e., it prepared him in the sense of putting
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III. THE THEOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL CONTEXTS OF
MysTiCcAL EXPERIENCE

I have continually argued that there is a pressing need to
analyze the theological and social contexts of our
mystical data. Here I would call attention first, to the role
of the respective mystical ‘model’ in each mystical
fellowship. By ‘model’ here I do not mean a theoretical
construct as in the physical sciences but rather the nature
of ‘individuals’ who become norms for their tradition in
a variety of ways. Such individuals become Ideals; their
individuality becomes -categorical, their biographies
didactic. The normative individual is the medium of a
universal teaching; the instrument for the revelation of
more general truths. Every religious community, and
every mystical movement within each community, has a
‘model’ or ‘models’ of the ideal practitioner of the
religious life. These paradigmatic figures can be either
human or divine and either male or female, with
examples of each of these types to be found in the
sources.

The alternating theologies of the different
mystical traditions with their variant religious
anthropologies reveal that the model! plays many roles
and has many functions. Consider, for example, the
differing roles played, for example, by the Buddha,
Christ, Moses and Muhammed in their respective
traditions. ]

Secondly, I would call attention to the fact that in
almost all mystical traditions we find the importance of a
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various mystics needs to be examined with special care.
This is especially true in scholarly contexts that seek to
compare mystical experiences. And this because the
ontologies of the different religious traditions vary very
widely. Thus, the goal, that is, the experience sought, of
the mystical way in the different traditions varies.
Nirvana, the goal of Buddhist efforts, is not the
equivalent of devekur, meeting the God of Judaism in
loving embrace.

I would explicitly add here that my approach,
insofar as it is concerned with ontological issues, does
not aim, in the first instance, to ‘evaluate’ either the
truth-claims of the sought and reported experiences of,
for example, Buddhism or Judaism (or any other
tradition), or to presume to rank the traditions in terms of
better or worse as R. Otto’> and R. C. Zaehner,3 for
example, quite arbitrarily do, or again, as D.T. Suzuki®
does, but now reversing the dogmatism and opting for
the superiority of Zen Buddhism. What I wish to show is
only that there is a clear causal connection between the
religious and social structure one brings to experience
and the nature of one’s actual religious experience.

2 See Rudolf Otto, Mysticism East and West (New York, 1932).
¥ See R. C. Zaehner, Mysticism Sacred and Profane (London,
1957).

* See D. T. Suzuki, Mysticism Christian and Buddhist (London,
1957)
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epistemological complexities that intrude on, that
constitute, the act of mystical knowing or awareness—
that is, whatever the interpenetration of prior
“conditioning,” inherited and willed intentionality, and
the experience had—what we have in the mystical source
per se is the entangled and nonreductive product of this
extraordinary epistemic process.

Third, it must be recognized that mystical
literature is composed from differing perspectives and in
different ways: (a) first-person reports; (b) the mystic’s
own interpretation of his or her experience; and (c) the
‘interpretation’ of such reported experience by members
of one’s own religious community or again by members
of other religious traditions. All these situations can be
more or less highly ramified.

Fourth, mystical literature comes in many forms,
and the modality chosen as the means of communication
in any instance is not incidental or tangential to its
content. These diverse forms include biography, biblical
exegesis, aphorisms, theoretical and theosophical
treatises, poems, prayers, polemics, dogmatics, and
didactic compositions. All these genres enrich and
complicate the decoding of mystical reports.

The significance of the complexity of the literary
corpus that composes the world’s mystical traditions
needs to be understood.

II. ONTOLOGIES
The ontology of each mystical tradition and the influence
it exerts on the mystical experience experienced by the
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in new ways in order to gain an adequate, rich, full and
correct understanding of mystical experience. Let me
say a few words about each of them.'

I. FORM CRITICISM )

The first subject that I have been concerned with is what
I would call a new ‘form-critical’ method for handling
the mystical texts. 1 would like to make four points
relevant to this subject.

First, the main legacy we have of the great
mystics is their writings and related linguistic creations.
We have no access to their special experience
independently of these texts. What we call the great
historical mystical traditions of the world are in fact a
series of documents of differing sorts. No one has any
privileged access here to the original mystics’ experience
outside its textual incorporation. And it is these
documents that are the data for all analytic decipherment
and scholarly reconstructions.

Second, these literary remains, in their variegated
forms, necessarily and inescapably include ‘interpretive’
structures. Neither mystics nor we, their readers, can
overcome this fact. What we have are the already
encoded experiences now reported—this and this alone
is what i5 available for study. Whatever the

' I would argue that even those scholars who do not agree with me
about the character of mystical experience need to consider the
issues [ am about to discuss in deeper and more penetrating ways
than has been the case until now.



ON THE STUDY OF

MYSTICISM
Steven T. Kaftz, Boston University

To begin this introduction to my research on
comparative mysticism, let me state the fundamental
principle of my work in this area. It is the single
epistemological assumption first articulated in Mysticism
and Philosophical Analysis (1978) that there are no pure
(i.e., unmediated) experiences. Neither mystical
experience nor more ordinary forms of experience give
any indication, or any grounds for believing, that they are
unmediated. That is to say, all experience is processed
through, organized by, and makes itself available to us in
extremely complex epistemological ways. The notion of
unmediated experience appears, if not self-contradictory,
at best empty. This epistemological fact seems to me to
be true because of the sorts of beings we are, even with
regard to the experiences of those ultimate objects of
concern with which mystics have intercourse, e.g., God,
Being, nirvana, etc. This ‘mediated’ aspect of all our
experience seems an inescapable feature of any
epistemological inquiry, including the inquiry into
mysticism, and has to be properly acknowledged if our
investigation of experience, including mystical
experience, is to get very far.

Now, given the genesis and character of my
hermeneutic there are at least six interconnected and
interdependent areas of study that I have tried to explore





