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vi PREFACE,

and stimulating the cause of Oriental literature at least
among the Orientals, whose conception of life is not
confined to mere material utility but extends to the
ennobling pleasures of the aesthetics in Art and Nature.
Caligraphy is both: an art and a science, and is, in reality,
the father of painting, and as such, its clairas cannot be,
or at least should not be, so rudely dispensed with or
ignored. An illuminated caligraphic text hung upon the
wall i shape of a picture or painting from the Koranic

or Biblical writings often draws a negligent soul much

d I
closer to the moral teaching inculeated in it than all the
lessons and instructions one may attempt to impress upon
it by scriptural reading or rscitation.

This difference in the action vpon a man’s mind can
only be accounted for by the ennchbling and abiding effect
such caligrapiie paintings has upon one’s soul. 1 need not
furéher elaborate upon this subject, sufficient will it be for
our purpose if Orientalists can enter into my heart and
sertiment and see the necessity of the inauguration of o
schoal of Caligraphy whers this noble art and science
could be taught and diffused. Millions of pounds are
being spent in portrait, scenic and other paintings, and
I do not see why Caligraphy should not assert its claims
upon our heart and attention which it so rightly demands

and so richly deserves.

M. Hipaver Husaiw,

Leciurer in Arabic and Persian,
11th April, 1910. Presidency College, Calcutia.



PRIFACE.

(3) Diacritical points and letters used in Islam.
(4) A short history of caligraphy.
In the origiral manuscript the time when these cali-
graphers flourished is mostly left out. I have tried my
best to remove this defect by adding footnotes in which
the dates of the pericd to which they belonged are given.

It may not he generally known that caligraphy and
caligraphers were much appreciated and respected in the
Moghul court. Many of these Emperors were themselves
good caligraphers and would always entertain and en-
courage these literary artists and their art. Emperor
Shah Jahan was himself a good caligrapher and had in his
court in the person of ‘Abd ar-Rashid Dailami, one of the
most eminent caligraphers of the time. This Emperor had
such a high esteem for an old caligrapher Mir ‘Imad
al-Husain al-Qazvini that whoever presented the king with
any of his genuine caligraphic productions, even if it was
only a (i{latrain, the Emperor used to confer upon him the
title of Centurion {Mansab-i-yak Sadi) with all the material
privileges attaching the above office.

One may argue against caligraphy on the plea of the
cheaper, larger and the general utility of the Printing
Press, but it must be always borne in mind that the
difference between Caligraphy and Type-printing is as vast
as that between the personal voice of the singer and his
recorded voice in a phonogram. The singer in person
inspires and creates a more sublime admiration for the
aesthetic beauty of music than ail his recorded sounds the
phonograph can produce. No body would deny that for 21l
practical purposes for the general diffusion of literature the
art of printing has becomeindispensable in the present age,
but everybody must equally admit that Caligraphy or Grtho-
painting does its own share of duty in spreading abroad



iv PREFPACE.

as the ““ Seven-penued” caligrapher. 1le was born and
brought up at Dihli. He was well versed in Persian and
liad a fair knowledge of Arabic. Most of his poctical
coinpositions are in the Persian language, but he has left
few fine picces in the Urdu language as well. In his latter
days he went from Dihli to Lucknow, which had replaced
the former town in learning owing to the downfall of the
Moghul Fmpire. Here he completed his medical educa-
tion according to the Unéni system under Mirza Muham-
mad ‘Ishq. 1Io died at Lucknow about AJI. 1239, A.D.
1823,

Although thiere exist altogether three printed bocks on
this art, but they do not deal with Indian artists ab any
tength.  The first is Imtihin al-Taddala by Mirza Sauglikh
{vani and was published in Tehran in AJXL 1201 (AD.
1874). In this book only 3% caligraphers who were much
roputed are mentioned : its style is 20 absiéruse that ib is
diffenlt to be urnderstood by a foreiguer. ‘l'he second is
Khatt-v-hattatan by Habib Effendi in the ‘Turkish
language. It was published in Constantinople in AH,
1306 (A.D. 1588). The third i3 in the Fronch language and
iz called Les Calligrapheres ot les Miniaturistes by CL Huart.
It is based upon Miftih al-Khutut—a work by Rida ‘Al
Shah Qadiri, which was written in India in A, 1249
(A.D. 1833). As Rida ‘Ali had for his ground-work the
aforessid book in the Turkish languago, the names of many
noted Indians were naturaily left out.

T have added an introduction in the Persian langnage
whizh may serve to mzko this volume interesting. It
contains four chapters:

(1) On the orvigin of the Arabic characters.

{2) On ihe origin and ceeation of the differont charae-

ters of the ancient Persians,



PREFACE,

Among all other gifts of knowledge that man has been
endowed with, the art of writing is, in itself, a noble
science, and beautiful writing or caligraphy, which in the
past contributed greatly not only in diffusing but in per-
petuating the Oriental languages, is the noblest of arts to
which we are indebted for our present knowledge of the
past. '

But it is a regrettable fact indeed that the Semitic cali-
graphy which is both a science and art combined in itself,
is getting extinct, and the history, nay even the names of
the celebrated caligraphers, are fast vanishing away together
with the art. Caligraphy itself, apart from the beauty and
richness of the. Arabic and. Persian literature, played no
mean part in the diffusion and advancement of these
languages among the rich and the learned of the olden
times, and it would be & pity indeed to consign into obli-
vion and obscurity the names and history of those who
inspired and propagated this noble art.

It will thus be evident that we owe a debt for which
we must remain eternally under an obligation to the past
masters of this art, some of whom, although of Indian
birth, surpassed even their foreign masters. It is this
sense of gratitude to the old caligraphers that has
actuated me to undertake to edit this little volume in order
to perpetuate the names of the old caligraphers. Readers
may also find this little volume a book of ready refer-
ence upon the subject. A

The author of this book was Mawlana Ghulam Muham-
mad whose poetical name was Raqim. He is better known
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