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can be granted by the donation of the peoples of good will
all over the world. When the problems of the world reach as
crucial a phase as we see today, and politicians and
economists show signs of weariness in their attempt at
resolving them, it becomes a duty of men of knowledge to
come together and take an active hand in stirring them.
Let us wish that the last word on the destiny of the

world be pronounced by wisdom.

17
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its totality. If this collective conscience is awakened and
directed to the right side, we can hope for real progress; if
not the horizon will be dim and full of mischiet.

If we in this age are not going to yield to the current
course of affairs, we have to look everywhere for the means
of a remedy. The rulers of our world, even those with good
intentions, have scarcely enough time, or enough serenity,
to give some essential thinking to the crucial problems of
our times.

So, it comes to the men of culture and good will to
realize their responibility and to fulfill their duty. As long as
they are scattered, they will not have the necessary
influence on the decisions concerning the destiny of the
world. Gathered in a united organization they will certainly
have a great intluence in helping the world to take a more
reasonable direction.

A free organization of men of culture from all
countries seems to be a sound step for creating a climate of
understanding and confidence among the nations,
awakening the conscience of mankind and directing it to the
right path; taking the defense of the truth, and finally
preparing the ground for a coming world State.

I am hopeful that the fund for such an organization
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think that there is any official or informal declaration which
does not claim to be on the side of the weak. So, if all the
States in the world, small or great, in the West or in the
Eest, are so unanimously anxious about the destiny of the
suffering masses, why are we witnessing such sorrowful
results? The answer is that at least in some parts of the
world today the rulers have learned to say just the opposite
of what they think, and to do just the opposite of what they
say. In the memory of history, never before, have there been
pronounced so many lies as today, so much hypocrisy and
falsification plotted. Never before has such an amount of
energy and money been spent to prove right what is wrong,
and to prove wrong what is right.

If we are going to have a world, where money and
means will have mighty uncontrolled power, we shall be
condemned to contemplate truth replacing propatanda; and
a world with a disguised truth would be very hard to live in
decently. Even now, we see a deadly struggle between the
true nature of affairs and what is filtered through the
interests of those who comment about them.

In this battle between genuine and false, between
mask and reality, all men and women of good will must take

part. The world has a conscience belonging to humanity in
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those underdeveloped nations who are not rightly guided,
are likely to loose the advantages of their past life without
gaining any advantage of the present. In their wandering
course, it is to be feared fhat they will meet the same
destiny as the unfortunate ass of the fable in persian poem.
poem tells us:
once upon a time, there was an ass, without a tail. One day
the nostalgia of being tailless caught him, and he decided to
go off in search of a tail. As he was walking silently and
musingly, he came to a green field, and started browsing on
a bit of grass. Suddenly the keeper of the field saw him,
jumped on him in a burst of anger, and cut off his ears.
Poor ass! concludes our poet, he wished to find a tail,

and without gaining it, lost his two ears, too!

I think the greatest evil of our time remains in the gap
between word and deed. If you turn on your radio to any
station, you will hear nothing but discourses about freedom,
equality, human rights, and compassion for the deprived
masses. I do not think that there is any propaganda machine

which does not shout these humanitarian slogans; I do not
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their shiny pretentions.

Nevertheless, we realies that the real tragedy is from
inside, in the heart of the backward countries, themselves.
There, injustice and inequality seem to be the root of evil.
One can never call an economy healthy and progressive, in
which the rich become constantly richer, and the poor,
constantly poorer. The perspective of development apperars
ridiculous when one sees immense fortune at the side of -
black misery, where, a person can spend a sum of $40000 in
one night for a marriage celebration, and another human
being, in the same country, searches for the undigested oats
in the droppings of horses, to prevent himself from dying.
For a nation that is hungry and naked most of the time,
skyscrapers, festive illuminations and elaborate ceremonies
are just like expensive canvases decorating the walls of a
famine-striken home. Maintaining power becomes for those
notorious governing authorities the unique goal, and
consequently the major part of the wealth, energy and time
of the nation is forcibly spent on this purpose. Therefore,
the fundamental rights of peoples may become void of the
least substance, and democratic institutions a mere
caricature. In this age of ours, when the false easily takes

the place of the genuine, and pretention the place of action,
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world: One external and the other internal. The first one
comes from the advanced industrial countries which have
sought to advise and patronize the disinherited nations, but
rarely have their undertakings been separated trom their
selt interest.

But the most disastrous demonstration of this policy
has taken place in the protection and benediction given by
powerful industrial contries to the irrespondible, obedient
governments in some badkward countries. The division of
the needful countries into friendly and unfriendly is
primarily based on the degree of obedience shown by the
local authorities to the great powers.

One is really astonished at the way that some
governments are behaving in response to some of the most
evident human problems ot the world today. On the one
hand, we see them as representing nations that have created
one of the greatest civilizations of the world with its
matchless masterpieces ot thought, logic, wisdom, letters
and arts, and on the other hand, they reveal themselves as
the very epitomes of illogic, shortsightedness and
insensibility. They pretend to be anxious about the lot of the
poor peoples, call themcelves advocates of freedom, equality

and democracy; but their actions oftern sorrowfully deny

12



O yo¥

have dominated other peoples, and the present world is still
at the mercy of various discriminations, of which racial
inequality is neither the last nor the least.

In these past twenty years, there has been too much
talk about the question of backwardness, but practically no
solution has been found to the human problems of the
individuals who constitute the backward peoples.

Modern ecomomics, in spite of its boasting and high
claims, has not been able to direct a great part of the world
towards relief and ease. Acceording to one of the last
records of ECAFE, if twenty-five years ago 40 percent of
the people of the world had to face scarcity of food, today
the number has swollen to 60 percent. The increase of 20
percent in the number of the starving people within so short
a time, shows that the efforts in the field of modern
economics have not been fruitful.

What is to be done in order to seek a way out of this
deadlock? No doubt, one must go to the core of the
problem and try to cure it from the root. It seems to have
been forgotten that no real step can be taken away from
backwardness if there is no basic change in the course of
world affairs, morally and materially. Up to now, two major

deliberate obstacles have appeared before the backward
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He has no tanks, jets, or nuclear bombs to back him;
but he is charged with a power no less frightening than all
those; the power of his conviction in his own rights and
rightfulness. What he claims as his own, in essence, has
neither been inspired by complex philosophies, nor by
misleading "isms", but by simple and humanistic logic.
Backward Man, who sees himself accused of disobedience,
blasphemy, or even cannibalism, desires deep down only one
thing, and that is justice; the same commodity all religious,
ethical books, and governments have been promising him
for thousands years, but which he has never succeeded in
laying hands on, in actual fact.

Another noteworthy fact is that while Modern
Communications and new ideas have spread a thoroughly
equal feeling of aspiration, all over the world; and the
similarity of aspiration has arised in Backward Man nearly
the same desires as in his well-off fellow man, without
having the material possiblilities of imitating him, inevitably
he becomes resentful and rebellious.

On the other hand, technical progress has not only
failed to decrease human selfichness and lust for gain, but
rather has intensified those passions. In consequence, the

more fortunate peoples, possessing means and implements,
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Backward Man is a curious phenomenon. Modern
Man, always talks about him, acts in his name, cherishes his
cause in official discourses, books, philanthropic laws and
leading articles; and yet, he stays as miserable as ever. This
enigmatic creature is omnipresent, and yet totally absent; he
is a celebrity of cocktail parties, a hero of political fields, an
honorary guest of banquet, without having ever been
present at the places his ghost continuously haunts.

The most luxurious ceremonies are held on the
pretext of solving his problem, tremendous sums of money
are spent, pretending to secure his defense. But he has no
problem other than hunger, and if he is really to be
defended, it is against injustice.

The real change in our time, is a change in the
conscience of humanity, which has been gradually awakened
and now cannot be put back to sleep, no matter what bed-
time stories are told to it, what drugs taken, or what
hypnosis used. Backward Man, for the past thousand years
has seen the world through veiled eyes, accepting his
condition of life and his lot unquestioningly, just as they
were presented to him. Now, that veil has been torn away,
and the world is confronted with a new phenomenon: a man

who is hungry, wronged, and wrathful.

9



Yov O

because of being thd most needy of them.

If in our world today, desires, whims and
Expectations, are to be left qnchecked, the result will be a
mathematical progression of demands, and a perpetual state
of dissatisfaction with what one already has. And as all the
latest means of comfort and luxury are not going to be
accessible to everybody, a constant pain of frustrated greed
will be the result.

Modern Man tries to escape from the human
condition, and that is a source of trouble. He has to
remember that in spite of all his technical progress, he is, in
essence, the same human being of the past millenia; hungry
for mental blossoming, hungry for compassion, wanting to
love and to be loved. He has to remember that in his natural
constitution, he even needs pain and sorrow, needs despair
as much as success. Though, he has flown to the fringes of
infinite space, he still begs for a smile, and falls captive to a
look. He must remember that the gain is not always in
earning; it can be also, in renunciation; the glory is not
always in victory, it can be also in pardon, The misfortune of
the fortunate Modern Man remains in his forgetfulness.
Now, I go to the opposite side and bring up the problem of
Backward Man.
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lonely in their remote habitats as some men and women in
the streets of the most crowded towns. In spite of all the
means of entertainment available, killing time and cramming
the hours of leisure is in itself a problem. Modern Man’s
dogmatic belief in technology, and his entire reliance on the
material as a solution to all problems, have weakened his
spiritual power, and uprooted him from his genuine self.

Consequently, in him, more and more, intellect has
taken the place of wisdom. And it has created a sort of
disharmony between the requirements of his mind and the
responses of his body; also, between means at his disposal
and his capability of using them rightly. So, it is not
astonishing that, in this age of miracles of science, the
question of absurdity of life and deadlock in human fate, has
been posed by some thinkers and artists, with a vigor never
known before. Modern Man, having become too proud of
his machines, and relying too much on them, is spiritually
staggering. He is in the process of forgetting to stand on his
earthly feet. He seeks every satisfaction from outside,
whereas, what he needs now more than ever, is a reconquest
of himself and an internal equilibrium.

He seems to have forgotten that, though the most

poweful among creatures, he is also the most feeble,
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East.

And this Modern Man, is prosperous, yet needy;
comfortable, yet insecure; healthy, yet exposed to diseases.
As far as history can tell us, never before has man
dominated nature to such an extent as today, and yet never
has Man’s hold on life been so feeble as now.

This weakness is both physical and spiritual. The
diseases resulting from crowded cities, machine domimated
and congested life, accidents caused by means of transport,
gas, smoke, and atomic radiation, all have caused human life
to face heavy pressure.

From the spiritual point of view, too, Modern Man
finds himself in turmoil. Being at the mercy of his craze for
variety and plenty, and having an immoderate love for
possessions, he rarely enjoys peace and beatitude.

As a result of fnedical progress, diseases have become
easily curable, but in return Modern Man has become less
resistant and more vulnerable to diseases. Thouth more
resourceful than his ancestors, he, being more fragile, is
more easily prey to exhaustion, despair and disgust.

Strangely enough, as cities grow and become more
prosperous, the pressure of loneliness becomes stronger in

them. I do not think that the oriental shepherds are as
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bed-ridden patient, who sick of forebearing his interminable
illness, will finally decide to choose between health or death.
The mental and physical conditions for peace, therefore,
ought to be brought back to normal, by providing the
necessary nutrients, and this will not be possible, without
creating a minimum of balance among thd elements which
confront one another.

The world has become very small and compact, from
the view point of physical relations. In a very short time, one
can easily travel from one end of the world to the other, and
in the course of a few moments, one can get information
from any part of the world. But from the spiritual point of
view, distances have been widened; estrangement has
increased fanaticism, and selfishness has caused many tugs
of wars.

Modern Man and Backward Man, nowadays are
equally caught in the whirlwind of difficulties, though the
natures of their afflictions are opposite one to another; or,
in the words of Tolstoy, each is "unhappy in his own way".

What we call average Modern Man is a human being
more or less well-off, taking comfort from technology, and
often having a blind faith in it. He can be found in any

country, advanced or underdeveloped, in the West or in the
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half, that of a beast. While the human half of this
civilization is beneficial and creates various comforts, the
other half has produced many ills. I think the most striking
characteristic of our age lies in the lack of balance: a lack of
balance between past nad present, between matter and
sense, between science and morality, and so on ... Never
before has there been such discord and turmoil as we
witness today in the world, not only among those nations
that are avowedly antagonistic, but also among the different
classes within one border. Intrigues, rebellions and
bloodshed are bound to continue. In fact, all the factors that
could lead to another major conflageration are at hand, and
if the world is artificially and partially kept in peace, it is
only because of the fear of universal quasi-annihilation.
Thus, one can say that we are living in a period of internal,
concealed and frustrated war.

But another problem is that evern if the world
continues to live without having a major war, it cannot
consider itself safe. Not being at war, does not mean being
at peace. A true peace could not be a peace based
exclusively on fear and force, a negative peace. It must be
based on understanding; a peace for the sake of peace, not

a peace for avoiding war. The world of today is like a
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MODERN MAN AND BACKWARD MAN'

Being from a country which is considered underdeveloped,
technically and materially, but at the same time possesses a
rich cultural heritage, a country which old as it is, has
nevertheless a thirst for modern advancement, I think it
appropriate to present before this eminent audience two
typical aspects of our times: modernism and backwardness.

We live in an age full of wonders. On one side, we
witness extraordinary scientific achievements, and on the
other side, despairing signs of human desolation and
helplessness. The industrial civilization of today reminds us

of a greek Satyre, whose one-half was human and the other

1. Speech delivered on July 20, 1967, at the Harvard International
Seminar. Cambridge, U.S.A.
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