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Foreword

It had long been felt that an organized effort
was needed to publish more reliable editions of
Persian texts, based on the most authentic manus-
cripts, and prepared by accepted critical methods.
With various collections of Persian manuscripts
coming to light or becoming more easily accessible,
notably those in Turkey, Afghanistan, India, Pa-
kistan, and Persia, the need for such cditions had
become increasingly more widely felt. The rapid
flow of corrupt or less careful editicns, and the
relatively restricted range of the excellent Gibb
Memorial Series had made the task even more
urgent.

The present series, published by the Royal
Institute for Book Publication, is a step in that
direction.

The serics aims at definitive editions of Per-
sian texts in literary as well as in scientific fields.
No endeavour is being spared in making exhaustive
use of all relevant sources. Generally, the texts
. are based on the oldest available manuscripts, ex-
cept when for special reasons particular manuscripts
are preferred. The variants are carefully recorded.

Within the limits of the available data,
introductory essays attempt to throw as much light
as possible on the writer and his work. Explanatory
notes, glossaries, and appendices arc provided,
when necessary, to facilitate the understanding and
use of the text without recourse to other sources.

General Editor
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