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A.H. (1744 A.D.), which, according to Hakim Lahori,
contained six or seven thousand couplets and some
excellent gasidas,!

The text of the Mathnawi reproduced here consists
of 274 pages, and is from the manuscript—No. NM
1967/20—in the National Museum of Pakistan,
Karachi. The text was incomplete at the beginning, and
the first four pages have, therefore, been reproduced
from the manuscript in the Panjab University Library,
Lahore—No. SPI VI—116/4456. These are naturally in
adifferent script. Atthe end of the National Museum’s
manuscript, the calligraphist has given his name as
Mohammad Rafi, and the year 1162 A.H. (1749 A.D.)
as the date of the calligraphy. In a corner there is the
signature of the author, Shams-ud-Din Faqir, which
adds to the authenticity and value of the manuscript,

KARACHI, Mumitaz Hasan
August 18, 1971

1 Ali Raza Naqavi, Tadhkira Nawisi dar Hind-o-Pakistan
(Tehran, 1964),p. 302, ref :Hakim Lahori, Mardum-i-Didah
(Lahore : Panjabi Adabi Academy, 1961), 101,
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Delhi family, which, like that of Walih, was descended
from Abbas, an uncle of the Prophet, His mother was a
Syed, which explains the appellation of ‘Mir’ before his
name, He spent five years in Aurangabad (Deccan),
and returned to Shahjehanabad- in the company of
Qizilbash Khan Ummid. For a time he was also with
Emad-ul-Mulk Firoz Jang, son of Asafjah I. He
became a great friend of Walih Daghistani, literary
interests and common descent being the main affinities
that drew them together.

Mir Shamsuddin had ‘Maftoon’ as his rakhallus
(poetic nom de plume) in the first instance, but changed
it later to the more familiar *‘Faqir’. Sirajuddin Khan
Arzoo speaks highly of Faqir as a poet, and has men-
tioned one of his gasidas, comprising various artifices
of the poetical art, which, in his view, is unparalleled,
except for the one written by Rashid-ud-Din Watwat,

The author of the Mathnawi Walih Sultgn explains
that he was told the story of his love by Walih himself,
and that it took him a full year to write the poem, which
consists of 3,230 couplets. Two chronograms (- G“I"“J
POV 265) of the poet indicate the year of
authorship as 1160 A H. (1747 A.D.). Tt appears from
the Mathnawi that the whole misfortune started with
Khadija Sultan’s mother having refused to agree to her
marriage with Walih. Mercifully, the life-story of
Khadijais only partially told in the poem. As a piece of
poetry, the Mathnawi, although well written, follows the
traditional style. The superiority it enjoys over most
other poems of a similar character is that it tells a true
story, and is fact rather than fiction, The love of first
cousins is a favourite theme of Arabic poetry, where the
‘uncles’ daughter’ (aa)l o) is a familiar sweetheart.
Some of the Urdu poets of the Subcontinent have
also been inspired by the love of the first cousin, butin
Persian poetry, as far as we know, the Mathnawi Walih
Stultan hardly has a parallel in its theme, i

Before he composed this Mathnawi, Faqir Dehlavi
had compiled the Diwan of his friend Walih in 1157
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as his main source of inspiration. Ghulam Ali Azad,
the author of the Tadhkira Khazana-i-Amira, also
mentions a mathnawi he had written about his sweet-
heart, Khadija.

Walih was a man of wide sympathies and catholic
tastes, Heis not known to have involved himself in any
of the racial, religious or sectarian controversies of
the time. In one of his famous rubais (quatrains), he
seems to dissociate himself from the extremism of both
the Sunni and the Shia.

The story of his last moments is of interest. It is
said that when he was dying he was still composing
poetry. Maulvi Abdullah Kashmiri, who was present,
said that this was no time for poetical composition, and
that he had better recite the Kalima (the first article of
the Muslim faith) and make his peace with God. Walih
thereupon got angry and recited the following rubai,
which he had already composed :

O30 @als 0 55§ pagy Ol 5
O3, paledd ¢ 04 358 S 2
caad BlE ol 1o B Je anS
O3 palsid a3 55 plagl

If life leaves my body, I shall not die;

And if the body become dust, I shall not die;

They say, ““Ali Quli is dead”—it’s wrong to say so!
Thy superstitions are dead ; I shall not die.1

Whatever else one might say about this quatrain,
it certainly shows that Walih, in the very face of death,
was conscious of the immortal in man,

The author of the Mathnawi Walih Sultan, Mir

Shams-ud-Din Fagir, was born in Shahjahanabad (Delhi)
in 1115 A H. (1703 A,D.). He came from a prominent

! Hakim Lahori, Mardum-i-Didah (Lahore : Panjabi Adabi
Academy, 1961}, p. 102
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to the Subcontinent via Basra, Unfortunately, she died
on the way to Kirmanshah, and her body was taken to
Karbala for burial.l

Walih prospered at the Mughal Court. Through
the good offices of Rowshan-ud-Dowla and the recom-
mendation of Burhan-ul-Mulk Saadat Khan, the Viceroy
of Oudh, he entered the service of the Emperor Moham-
mad Shah, with the rank of Char Hazari (Commander
of four thousand), besides being appointed as the
Second Mir Tozak. During the reign of the Emperor
Ahmad Shah, he rose to the Shish Hazari rank (Com-
mander of six thousand) and was granted the title of
Khan Zaman Bahadur Zafar Jang. In the year 1167
A.H. (1754 A.D.), he went from Shahjahanabad to the
province of Oudh in the company of Safdar Jang, son-
in-law of Burhan-ul-Mulk, who had succeeded the latter
as Viceroy of Oudh. During the reign of the Emperor
Alamgir the Second, he was deputed by Safdar Jang’s
son, Shuja-ud-Dowla, who had succeeded his father as
Viceroy of Oudh, to attend to certain matters at the
Imperial Court. Thereafter, he was raised to the rank
of Haft Hazari (Commander of seven thousand) on the
recommendation of Emad-ul-Mulk, Vizir of Amir-ul-
Umara Firoz Jang, son of the late Asafjah I, the
Viceroy of the Deccan.

Walih Daghastani lived in honour and comfort in
the Subcontinent until he passed away in Shahjehanabad
in 1170 A .H. (1757 A.D.), when he was hardly 46 years
of age. Abdul Hakim, the author of the Tadhkira
Mardum-i-Didah, composed the following chronogram:

S JJ‘_, o

As a distinguished nobleman, true to his aristocratic
origin, Walih patronized literature and the arts. He was
the author of a biography of poets entitled Riaz-ush-
Shura. Hewas a poet himself, and his lost love served

1 Ghulam Ali Azad, Khazana-i-Amira (Kanpur: Nawil
Kishor, 1900), pp. 446-50.
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seven years of confusion and disorder that followed,
we do not hear much about Fateh Ali Khan’s family, but
judging from the tyrannous treatment Hasan Ali Khan’s
daughter, Khadija Sultan, received at the hands of the
new rulers, we can see that this family suffered along with
the rest of the Iranian people. When Tahmasp 1I,
came to power, we hear of Walih Daghistani gaining
favour at Court. The advent of Nadir Shah, however,
upset the applecart. The Safavid dynasty came to an
end, and the Afghans were driven out from the territory
occupied by them. These were times of great un-
certainty, and human life and property were far from
safe, A number of Iranian notables, like Ali Hazin and
others, headed for the Subcontinent for refuge. It was
during this period that Walih Daghistani also found it
expedient to escape to the Subcontinent. His reason
for doing so was not merely political; he was haunted
by a personal tragedy which made him restless and
miserable, and resulted in what was to be his farewell to
his native land.

The tragedy concerned his cousin and childhood
sweetheart, Khadija Sultan, for whom his love had
grown to a violent passion through the years. When
the Afghans occupied Isfahan, she was forced (o marry
one Karam Dad, a slave of Mahmud Khan, the conquer-
ing Afghan. Karam Dad was killed by Tahmasp’s men.
When Nadir Shah came, he laid hands on Khadija
and kept her as a concubine. Thereafter, he gave her
in marriage to Najaf Quli Beg, a cousin of Khadija
Sultan, who was his Governor at Yezd. Afterthe death
of Nadir Shah in 1160 A.H. (1747 A.D.), the people of
Yezd killed Najaf Quli Beg; and Saleh Khan, the mur-
derer of Nadir Shah, took Khadija Sultan to wife. Saleh
Khan, in his turn, was murdered by Karim Khan Zand;
after which Mirza Ahmad, the Vizir of Isfahan, married
her. Then Mirza Ahmad was also murdered by Karim
Khan. At this stage, Khadija Sultan, thoroughly dis-
satisfied and frustrated withthe kind of life she had been
forced to lead, decided to go to the Subcontinent to
rejoin Walih. She went to Karbala in arder to proceed



Preface

The Mathnawi Walih Sultan, written by Mir Shams-
ud-Din Faqir Abbasi of Delhi in 1162 A.H. (1749 A.D.),
tells the tragic story of Walih Daghistani and his first
cousin Khadija Sultan,

Ali Quli Khan Walih Daghistani was born in
Isfahan in 1124 A H. (1711 A.D.) and died in Shah-
jehanabad (Delhi) in the Indo-Pakistan Subcontinent
in1170 A.H. (1757 A.D). The family traced its descent
from Abbas, an uncle of the Prophet. One of his
ancestors came to Daghistan where, being welcome, he
became prominent as a leader in the locality. His
great-great-grandfather came to Isfahan and entered
the service of the Safavids. He received the title of
Safi Quli Khan and was appointed as Beglarbegi of
Irawan, Safi Quli Khan had two sons. One of them,
Fateh Ali Khan, who had the title of Etemad-ud-
Dowla, became a Minister (Vizir) of Sultan Husain
Mirza. The other, Mehr Ali Khan, was the father of
four children, the youngest of whom, Mohammad Ali
Khan, who also rose to be Beglarbegi, was the father
of Walih Daghistani. In 1133 AH. (1721 A.D),
Fateh Ali Khan was dismissed from the Ministership
and blinded, and with him his relatives also fell from
favour, Two years later, Mahmud Khan Afghan
occupied Isfahan and killed Sultan Husain. During the
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