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Joseph, who so much affliction saw and bondage -
When his rule ran and his rank rose high,

Did he not forgive the sins of Jacob’s house?

(A goodly form will hold an inner-meaning.)

For their evil doings he placed them not in chains,
Rejecting not their *paltry merchandise’:

Wetoo look constantly to Your graciousness:

O Mighty! Forgive this wareless one;

None's to be seen with a record blacker than mine,
For I have no acceptable deeds to offer -

Merely my trust in Your support,

My hopein Your forgiveness:

No wares I've brought but hope:

O God! Let me not cease to hope for pardon!
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So spoke the elder, and the drunkard wept:

‘Drunk as I am, keep your hands from me, master!

Are youamazed at the Cherisher’s graciousness,

That one who has sinned should still be hopeful?

You, I do not ask to accept my excuses:

Repentance’ door is open, and the Truth holds out a hand!’
Faced with the Generous One’s grace, l am ashamed
To call my sins grave before His pardon of them.

He who by old age has been tripped over

Willnot rise up again unless you take his hand;

Such an old man, fallen down, am I:

God! Take me, in Your grace, by the hand!

I ask not that You give me greatness and position,

But that You forgive my helplessness and sin;

The companion who sees me stumble somewhat

Makes me notorious for lack of good sense;

You it is Who sees, while we fear one another:

You are the coverer with a veil, we the renders of it;
Men raise a shout at what's external:

You see within the veil, yet cover us therewith!

When servants in their ignorance rebel,

Masters strike out the whole transaction:

If You, in the measure of Your liberality, forgive our crimes,
Not a single sinner will be left in existence;

But if You wax wrathful to the sin’s extent -

Then send us straight to Hell, and ask not for the scales!
If You give me a hand, I'll reach somewhere,

But if You cast me down, then none will take me up;
Who will do me violenceif You give support?

Who will take me captive if You give release?

Two parties there'll be at Congregation Time:

I know not to which I'll be admitted;

A wonder, if my road be to the right,

For nothing but deviousness has come from my hand!
And yet, at times, my heart gives hope

That the Truth will be embarrassed before my white hairs:
Still, I would wonder at His shame of me,

Who of myself do not feel shame!
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{How should anidol settle matters of moment,

Not being able to drive flies from its person?)

Atlength, becoming roused: ‘Shackled by the foot to error,
How many years in vain I served you!

Realize the serious matter I propose,

Or [ willask it of the Cherisher!’

At which, while yet his face from that polluted idol bore the dust,

Great God, the Pure One, realized his desire.

A man discerning of realities by this was distressed
(His lucid serenity becoming clouded):
‘ An erring fool, despicable, a worshipper of vanity,
His head yet drunk with the wine of the temple,

His heart unwashed of infidelity, his hands of treachery -
And yet God realized the desire that he sought?’

Into this problem his thoughts sank down,

When a message came to the ear of his heart:

‘Before the idol, that elder of deficient intellect

Spoke often, yet his words were not accepted;
Iflikewise from Our court he be rejected,

What's then the difference between idol and Eternal?’
To the Eternal, you must bind your heart, my friend,
For all persons else are more impotent than idols;

It cannot be, if you your head place at this Door,
That the hand of your need will come back vacant;

O God! We come, short-falling in our labour:

Vacant of hand we come, yet hopeful!

TALE 1 60 Thedrunkard in the mosque_

I've heard that a drunkard, heated with liquor,
Raninto the sanctuary of a mosque,
And cried upon Generosity's own threshold:
‘Lord! Take me to the Highest Paradise!’
Him, by the collar the muezzin seized: ‘Out!
Unintelligent and godless both! No dogs within the mosque!
What have you done worthy, that you ask for Heaven?
Kindness would not befit your ugly face!’
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IfIam ugly faced, what business have you with me?

1, after all, of foul and fair am not the Limner!’

Than that which You inscribed upon my head of old,
I've done not less or more, O You Who for Your servants care!
Youare the Knower that [ am not able:

With You the Capable, Absolute - who, then, am I?

If You show me the way, I may attain to good;

Butif You lose me, I can go no further.

If the world's Creator lends no support,

How shall His servant practise virtuous abstinence?
How well said the darvish, in every way short-handed,
Who repented at night and relapsed before morn:
‘If He confers repentance, soundly it endures,

But our undertaking’s inconstant and feeble!’

By Truth of You! Sew up my eye against what's false;
By Light of You! Burn me not tomorrow with the Fire!
My face in my wretchedness has gone into the dust:
The grit of my sins has gone up to the heavens;

Rain down, for once, you cloud of compassion,

For dust cannot remain where rains.

Because of crime, I have no place within this realm,
And yet there’s no way to another kingdom.,

You know the inner mind of those whose tongues are tied,
You lay a salve on those whose hearts are wounded.

TALE159 _Anidol-worshipper favoured by God

A Magian had closed his door to the world,

And girt hisloins to serve anidol;

After some years, that man (of cult rejected)

Was confronted by destiny with a hard condition,
And at theidol's feet, in hope of benefit,

The poor fellow wallowed in the monastery dust:
‘Oicon! [ languish helpless, take me by the hand!
My soul despairs, take pity on my body!'

Often in service to him he would cry

That his affairs in no wise would be ordered;
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Keep the lamp of certainty above my path,

Andkeep my hand short in evil-doing;

Turnaway my eyes from what should not be seen,

Give me no hand to do what's unacceptable!

[am a mote upon Your air: hold still:

Existence, nothingness, to me are one within the dark;
One ray from Your sun’s grace sufhices me,

For none, save 1n Your rays, will see me!

Look on the evilman, and he’s a better person:

One glance from the emperor suffices a beggar.

If You take me in equity and justice

I'll groan, for Your grace promised otherwise.

God! Drive me not in degradation from Your door,

For of no other door I can conceive as open to me;

And while some days, for ignorant folly, I've been absent,
Now I've come back, shut not the door to in my face!
How excuse the scandal of soiled-skirtedness,

Save by pleading incapacity? ‘O You of independent means!
Take not poor me for my sin’s crime:

The independent one, upon the poor, compassion shows!’
Why should I weep for the weakness of my state?

Though Iam weak, yet my asylum’s strong.

O God! Our obligation heedlessly we've broken:

How can endeavour’s hand bring force to bear on destiny?
What can be wrought by our contriving hand?

This point’s alone enough excuse for our shortcomings.
AllThave done, You have brought down in ruins:

What power has selfagainst the Godhead?

Not I it is who turn my head from Your authority:

It's Your authority itself that runs above my head!

TALE 158 Noone can help his looks

A man somewhat black, by a certain person was called ugly,
But gave him an answer to leave him perplexed:
‘I myself made not the form I have,

That you should blame me for having donell!
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Iffrom You a shadow falls upon my head,

Heaven itself will become my least footstool;

If You bestow a crown, it elevates my head:

So lift me up that none can cast me down!

My body still trembles when recalling

The secret communion of one crazed, within the Sanctuary,
For thus he spoke in frantic melancholy:
‘O God, forgive me! Hold me not in degradation!’;
And again to the Truth he would say with much moan:
‘Cast me not down, for none will take my hand;

Call me in Your grace, drive me not from Your door:
No threshold has my head as resting-place but Yours!’
You know our wretched and helpless state:

No match for the Soul Imperative are we;

That restive self in no such way will gallop

That reason may seize it by the bridle;

Who can prevail against the lower-self and Satan?
Battle with-leopards is not offered by ants!

Show me a way (by those who're on Your Way!),
Give me asylum from such enemies as these!

O God! By the very essence of Your Godhood!

By all Your Attributes, without resemblance or similitude!
By the pilgrims’ cry ‘All present!” before the Sanctuary House!
By the one buried at Yathrib (peace be on him!)!

By the swordsmen'’s cry ‘God's greater!’

{They who reckon warriors as women}!

By the devotions of elders allarrayed!

By young men’s sincerity, newly sprung!

In that one instant’s turmoil {(when we die)

Come to our help against the infamy of saying “Two!’;
And we may hope of those who are obedient

That they will intercede for those who're not;

By those who're pure! Keep me far from stain;
AndifI've slipped, hold me excused!

By elders, their backs bent double in devotion,

Their eyes for shame of sin upon their insteps!

Bind not my eye from the face of felicity,

Nor bind my tongue at the time of witness;
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Chapter 10 On (Close (Communion: In Conclusion_

Come, let us lift up our hands from our hearts,

For tomorrow they cannot be raised from the clay!

In autumn'’s season do you not see the tree,

Left leafless by the harshness of the cold,

Raise up the vacant hands of need -

To turn not back once more, of mercy vacant-handed?
(Suppose not, from the Door that never closes,

That any, raising hands, will turn in hopelessness!)
Destiny gives it a glorious vestment,

And God's decree puts fruit within its sleeve.

All bring obedience, but the wretched bring their need:
Come to the Court of Him Who cares for wretches;
Like naked branches, let us raise our hands,

For leafless we can sit no more.

Lord! Look on us in liberality,

For though from Your servants crime did first emerge,
Yet sin comes from the abject servant in the dust

In hope of pardon from his Lord!

O Generous! We're nourished by Your provender,
Habituated to Your favour and Your grace,

And the beggar who generosity sees, and grace and care,
Never again will turn from following the bestower!
Since in this world You've made us mighty,

Welook to have the same from You within the next world also;
Might and abasement, You alone confer:

The one You've made mighty by noneis abased;
God! By your might! Abase not me,

Make me not shamefaced by sin’s degradation!
Give not one like myself authority over me:
Better I suffer punishment from Y our own hand:
In the whole wide world no evil's worse than this -
To suffer injustice from one like oneself;
Sufficient to me my shame before Your face:
Make me not also ashamed before others!
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TALE157 Sa'dilosesachild

InSan‘d’ tcownIlost a child:

How canIsay what thereupon passed through my mind?
(A sapling over thirty years becomes a tree,

Yet one rough wind removes it by the roots;

No wonder that roses should bloom upon the earth
When so many, rose-membered, are asleep therein!)
I'said within my heart: ‘O die! You shame of men!
The child goes pure, while the old man's stained.’

In a black passion, all deranged to see his form,
Ithrew down the stone from on his resting-place;
And then for terror, in that dark and narrow place,
My state was all frenzied, and turned my complexion!
When from that upset I returned to my senses,

To my ear there came, from the child, my darling:

‘If panic overcomes you froma place that's dark,
Besensible and enter with a ight!’

- Ifyou would illumine grave’s night like day,

Light up, from here on, the lamp of activity;

The labourer’s body trembles as with fever,

In case his palm should give no fresh, moist dates,
And yet some people, greedy for much, suppose
That they'll bear a harvest with no wheat scattered!
He the fruit will eat, Sa‘di, who planted the roots:
He'll bear the harvest who planted a seed.
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But if deceit should lie beneath your spotless reputation,
Your tongue will not be bold to make a reckoning.
None will take prisoner the man of good name:
Fear God, and do not fear the prince!

When | perform acceptable service,

I'have no concern for the ill-advised enemy;

If, as befits a servant, man shows zeal,

The Lord esteems him dearly,

But if he shows dull judgment in his servitude,
He'llfall from high office to caring for donkeys!
Put your foot forward and you'll surpass angels,
But if you hang back, you're less than a beast.

TALE 1 56 Theman struck with a sceptre_

A man with a sceptre was struck, by a notable of Dimghin,

At which his clamour rose up like a drum-roll;

All night for restlessness he could not sleep;

A pious man who passed him said:
‘Had you by night to the provost carried your hot concern,

Sin had not carried off his honour in the daytime!’

On Congregation Day no man will grow embarrassed

Who's nightly carried his heart’s concern before the court of God;
If you be prudent, ask the Just One

On penitence’ night to shorten the day of sin!

Now, if you purpose peace, what fear have you?

The Generous One will close no door on those who seek forgiveness:
Since generously He's brought you from nothingness to being,

It were a wonder if you fall and He take not your hand!

If you're a servant, raise the hands of needy supplication,

And if ashamed, rain down the water of regret:

To this door no forgiveness-seeker came

Whose sins were not washed by remorse’s freshet;

God pours not that man’s honour forth

Whose tears pour forth his sins in plenty.
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In quest of pink faces, men drink wine -

But derive yellow-facedness therefrom in the end!

Make your submission apologetically today,

For tomorrow you'll have no scope for speech left.

The cat, polluting a place that's pure,

Will cover it with earth because it finds this foul:

But you, who're free of all concern for what's improper -
Do you not fear that eyes may fall thereon?

Consider the case of the slave, filled with sin,

Who from his master many times has runaway:

Ifhe returns in all sincerity and humble need,

He'll not again be put in chains and bondage,

When vindictive, quarrel only with a person

Whom you can do without or flee from!

Now is the moment to make account of all your workings,
Not at the time when the books are opened for inspection:
Though a man evil does, still does he not

If he be grieved himself therefor before the Resurrection;
While by sighs most mirrors are darkened,

Yet the heart’s own mirror is brightened thereby;

Take fear this instant for your sins,

That fear you may not know, on Resurrection Day, of any person.

TALE 155 Sa'diand the _Abyssinian criminals

I came, astranger, amorig the black multitudes of Abyssinia,
My heart of time carefree, happy my head with pleasure;
And then, upon the way, I saw a lofty gaol-house,

With several poor wretches therein lying fettered.

Instantly I made shift to continue my journey,

Taking to the desert like a bird from a cage,

When up spoke one: “These men in fetters are night-prowlers,
Who will not take counsel or listen to truth!’

When no wrong has come to any by your hand,

What's it to youif the provost seize upon the world entire?
If the excise-man has practised no deception,

He'll not worry over the commissioners’ inspection;
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TALE 153 Theman surprisedin a guilty act_

A man was given, heart and soul, to animproper practice,
When by him one of goodly presence passed;
His face all sweating in embarrassment, down he sat
And said: ‘How embarrassed I feel before our local venerable!”
The clear-minded elder heard these words,
Woas roused at him and said: *Young man!
3940 Are you not, then, of your own self ashamed
That in Truth's presence you before me are ashamed?’
On account of no other will you know ease:
Go, to the Truth alone observe respect;
Show the same shame before your Lord
As youfeel with your neighbours and your relatives!

TALE 154 Zulaikhd's shame before her idol

Zulaikha, drunk with the wine of love,
Hung by the hand on Joseph'’s skirts;
So had she yielded to appetite’s demon
That she had fallen on him like a wolf.

3945 Now, that Egyptian lady had a marble idol
To which she was devoted, morn and evening,
And at that moment she covered up its face and head,
Lest it should have an ugly view of what went forward;
Grief-stained, Joseph in a corner sat,
Hands upon head against the tyranny of lower-self;
Zulaikha now kissed his two hands and feet;
‘Weakling in your promises, insubordinate, come on!
Draw not your face to frown in anvil-heartedness!
Scatter not this moment sweet in sourness!’

3950 Ac this, down his countenance a stream from out his eyes began to flow:
‘Desist, seek not impurity from me!
You before a stone became ashamed:
Let me feel shame before the Pure Lord Himself!'
Though you be penitent, what profit to your hand can come
When you have dissipated your whole life’s capital?
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Seize on this ring, if you have any need,

For even the ruler cannot avoid this door!

Go, be (as Sa‘di) a picker of gleanings,

That so you may gather a harvest of knowledge.
Come, you dwellers in the Sanctuary of Friendship
(Who tomorrow will sit at the Table of Sanctity),
Turn not your faces from the beggar-horde,

For no liberal man drives the sponger away!

Now is the time with wisdom to keep company,
For tomorrow no way of return will be left.

TALE 152 Thedrunkard who burned his harvest_

A certain man had heaped the grain of August

And thereby eased his mind of care for winter;

One night, when drunk, he lit a fire,

The luckless fool, and burned the harvest up entire;
Next day he sat down picking gleanings,

For not one corn was left to him of all his harvest;

When the poor fellow, in this way at a loss, men saw,
Oneto a lad he'd reared spoke thus:
‘If you'd not care to be so dark of days,

Burn not your harvest in a fit of madness!

But if your life’s gone from your hand in evil-doing,

You are as one who's set fire to your harvest;

It’s nothing but a scandal to have to hoard up gleanings
After burning up one's own harvest-store;

My life, be sure to sow the seed of Faith and justice,
And give not a good name’s harvest to the wind!’

When one of fortune retrograde into bondage falls,
Those who are fortunate take counsel therefrom;

Pound on forgiveness’ door before the punishment falls due,
For once beneath the bastinado, there's no use in crying;
Raise up your head from the collar of heedlessness,

Lest it remain tomorrow on your bosom in embarrassment.
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Andifit’s late, thenstep out briskly on the way,

Since ‘well-done’ takes no harm from late arrival:

Doom has not yet bound down your hand of supplication,
So raise up your hands in the court of the Just One.
Sleep not, sweet-sleeping sinner, rise!

Shed tears in asking pardon for your sins;

If, by statute of necessity, honour’s water must be shed,
Thenlet it be upon the dust of thislocality,

While if you have no tears, produce an intercessor,

One whose honour flows more amply than your own:

If God drives me forcibly hence from His doorway,

I'll bring as intercessors the souls of the great ones.

TALE 1§51 Qoung Sa'diparted from his father in a holiday-crowd

Often am I minded, from the days of my childhood,
How once I went out with my father ona fest'val;
Infun] grew preoccupied with all the folk about,
Losing touch with my father in the popular confusion;
In terror and bewilderment I raised up a cry,

When suddenly my father boxed my ears:
*You bold-eyed child, how many times, now,

Have I told you not to lose hold of my skirt?’

A tiny child cannot walk out alone,

For it is difficult to take a way not seen;

You too, poor friend, are but a child upon endeavour’s way:

Go, seize the skirts of those who know the way!

Sit not together with men of mean condition,

Orif youdo, then wash your hands of dignified bearing;
Hook your claw within the stirrup-strap of the pure ones,
For the gnostic has no shame to be a mendicant!
Instrength, disciples are less than children,

While their elders are as a wall, reinforced:

Learn how to walk from that tiny child

Who to the wall's support has recourse.

" He from the chain of the impious makes his escape

Who sits within the pious’ ring:
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Woe's in what's ordered by the foul fiend,

For an angel’s hand will note it down against you;
Think you it right, all in your ignorant folly, shamelessness,
That the Pure Ones should note down your impunty?
Devise some way, seek to make peace,

Urge on an intercessor, speak your excuse!

Not oneinstant’s grace will be conceded

When in time's round your measure has been filled;
And if to any effect you lack capacity’s hand,

Raise up your hands in lamentation like the helpless;
If, indeed, beyond all bounds your evil's gone,

It would come well for you to say ‘My evil's gone!’;
Advance when you see open reconciliation’s door,
For the door of repentance may suddenly come to!
My son, go not beneath sin’s burden,

Fora porter grows weak when onajourney;

In the wake of good men you should hasten,

For whoever seeks this felicity will find 1t,

But when behind a sordid fiend you follow,

I'know not how you'llreach the righteous!

For him, the Prophet is an intercessor,

Who follows the highway of the Prophet’s Law.

One stained with mud took the road to the mosque,

Being quite dazed by his inverted fortune;

A person drove him thence, shouting: ‘God rot your hands!
Go not stained-skirted toa pure place!’

At this]felt a pity in my heart,

For since the Topmost Paradise is pure and joyous,

That s the place of the pure, the hopeful -

And what business there have those who're mudstained with rebellion?
That man takes Paradise who brings obedience:

He who'd have cash must bring the merchandise!

Wash your skirt, thisinstant,, from the dust of degradation,
For the conduit may suddenly be closed higher up;

Say not good fortupe’s bird has leaped from your shackle
While you still have its thread's end in your hand,
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How, then, shall we raise our heads from the shame and disgrace
Of being at peace with him, but with the Truthat war?
Rarely will the Friend look towards you

If your own face towards the enemy’s 1s turned;

If you would have a friend whose fruits you may enjoy,
You must not carry out the enemy’s commands;

He accepts as proper, estrangement from his friend
Who chooses an enemy to be his fellow-tenant:

Know you not the Friend will seldom set foot within
Ifhe should see an enemy’s in your abode?

What would you buy, then, with your black silver,
When from love of Joseph you've cut off your heart?

A certain man had quarrelled with an emperor,

Who to his enemy delivered him: ‘Shed his blood!’

The captive, in that vengeance-seeker’s hands,

Would say every moment in burning lamentation:
‘Had I not vexed my friend against me,

Should I be suffering cruelty at my enemy’s hand?’
(Many a time an enemy’s injustice has torn the skin

Of the companion who made his friend annoyed at him.)
As one who has intelligence, turn not from the Friend,
For thus can the enemy cast no glance upon you;
Become one-hearted, one in utterance with the Friend,
So that the enemy’s root be altogether from the base plucked up;
I think 1t not fair to have a foul name

For pleasing the enemy by vexing the Friend!

TALE150 Thecheat whocursed the Devil

A man ate up men’s wealth by devilish deception,
But cursed the Devil when he rose from table;

To him thus once, upon a road, the Devil spoke:
*Anidiot ike you I've never seen!

My friend, you were at piping peace with me:
Why have you raised your neck to give me battle?’
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At Resurrection, when the good men reach the heights,
Rising from loam's abyss up to the Pleiades,

Your own head will stay hanging forward for shame,

As your deeds gather round you all together!

Brother, know shame at the work of evil men,

Or you will be ashamed before the good;

On the day when we're asked about actions and words,
The bodies of the Steadfast Seers will tremble in terror:
Where the Prophets themselves know consternation,
Come, what say you in excuse of your own sins?
Women who bear devotion by free choice

Will outstrip men who lack for piety:

Are you not, then, ashamed for your manhood

That women find more acceptance than yourself?
Women, for excuses well determined,

From devotion may refrain at certain times:

But you, without excuse, sit on one side as though a woman;
Go, less than woman, prate not of your manhood!

But what skillin tongue havel, then, after all?

Thus spoke ‘Unguri, Emperor of the Word

(To me have no regard, I conjure you:

See what said my predecessors!):
‘If from a straight course you diverge, bent it then must be:
What man can it be who is less than a woman?’

Softly reared in merry-making, take the lower-self,

And you will take an enemy made strong by passing days:
A wolf-cub, once, a man spent time in rearing,

The which, when reared, its master tore in pieces;
Ashelay on his side, for giving up his ghost,

One of ready speech approached him and said:

*When so nicely you nurture your enemy,

Know you not you must take hurt from him?'

Dud not the Devil make a charge against us,

Saying: ‘Naught but bad works shall come from such as these!'?

Alas for all the evils in our lower-self! -

Ifear the Devil's charge may yet proveright;

Yet since the Accursed took pleasure to overwhelm us,
God cast him out for our sake alone;
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Hold fast your opportunity, for the world is but a breath,
Though a breath to the wise man s better than a world:
Alexander (who over a whole world had sway),

In that moment when he passed and let the world go,
Could not contrive that others take a world

While giving him a moment's respite!

So men have gone, each reaping what he's sown,
Leaving behind him nothing but a fair name, or a foul.
Why do we set our hearts upon this convoy-station? -
Our companions have left, and we are on the road;
When weare gone, these selfsame roses the garden will give,
And friends will sit together;

Tie not your heart to this heart-easing world,

For it sat with none whose heart it did not pluck.
Though a man lays him down in the dustbin of the vault,
The Resurrection from his hair wilt shake the dust;

Lift up your head now from heedlessness’ collar,

That it stay not tomorrow hanging in regret.

Do you not, when entering Shiraz City,

Wash your head and body from the dust of travel?

You, therefore, being dusty with sin, and soon

About to travel to a city strange,

Let flow a stream from the springs of your eyes

And wash away whatever filth you have!

TALE 149 Sa'di,asachild, ischeated of aring

I'm put in mind of the days of my father

(May mercy’s rain befall him every moment!),

How he bought me, when small, a slate and a notebook,
Bought for me also a signet-ring of gold;

But a ‘customer’ made away, in no time at all,

With the ring from my hand for one date!

Since a small child does not know a ring's value,

You for a sweetmeat may take it from him;

Nor have you, either, known the value of your life,

For youin sweet pleasure have thrownitaway.
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I'd wonder if You should show this one no mercy,
Since even his enemy plaintively bewept him!’

So will our body also be one day

That over it our enemies’ hearts with sorrow burn;

Compassion on me, perchance, into the Friend's own heart will enter

‘When He sees that my enemy forgives me.

The head’s condition, late or soon, will reach a point
Where you may say it never did have eyes:

Anaxe, one day, into a heap of earth I'struck,
When to my ear there came a painful plaint:
‘Beware, as you're a man! [ pray you, gentler be,

For here are eyes and ears, a face, a head!'

TALE 148 The dufly-faced leader of the caravan_

One night I fell asleep while purposing to travel,

And set forth, early in the morn, to overtake a caravan,

When there arose a fearful wind and dust,

That made the world dark in men’s eyes;

The guide of our convoy had a daughter living with him,

Who with her kerchief scoured her father’s face of dust,

At which he said to her: ‘O favourite countenance mine,

Who inaffection for me hold your heart disturbed!

The dust that will one day settle in these eyes is not in such amount
That you with a kerchief may clean it off again!’

So long will breezes pass across the earth

That they will carry every atom of us to a different place;

Like a wayward mount, your skittish lower-self

Bears you at a gallop to the slope of the grave,

Till suddenly doom will snap your stirrup-strap,

And you no more the reins can snatch back from the precipice!

Do you realize, you cage of bones,

That your soulis a bird whose name is *breath’?

But when a bird leaves the cage and snapsits bonds,
The quarry never more returns for all your effort.
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TALE 147 The twoenemies unto death

3800 Between two persons there lay enmity and war,
Their heads for pride regarding one another as though leopards; |
So loth were they to look on each other
That the sky would Lie tight upon them both!
Doom on the head of one brought down its army,
And days of pleasure came to an end for him;
At which the one who wished him ill felt glad within.
After some while he passed by his tomb:
The resting-chamber of the tomb he saw all mortared up,
As he had once seen his abode gold-plated;
3805 Swaggering, to his pillow he advanced,
Saying to himself the while, his lips all wide for smiles:
‘Happy the tranquil state of him who lies,
After anenemy's death, within a friend's embrace!
No need to weep for the death of that person
Who lives, though but a day, beyond his enemy’s death!’
Moved then by hostility, with the arm of force,
He toreloosea panel from his late foe's grave;
The crownly head he saw now, sunken low,
The two world-seeing eyes all stuffed with earth;
3810 The presence physicala captive in the prison of the tomb,
The body food for worms, by ants despoiled;
His bones with dust were stuffed as tight
As ivory collyrium-box with tutty-powder;
His full-moon, by the revolution of the sky, had now become a crescent,
His cypress-stature by the tyranny of time was turned to toothpick;
As for his palms, his forceful finger-spread -
Ligament by ligament, the days had parted them!
Now such compassion for the dead welled from his heart
That on his dust, for weeping, he compounded clay;
3815 Remorse he felt for what he’d done, for his own nature foul,
And on the stonework of the tomb he ordered that there be inscribed:
‘Rejoice not at the death of any man,
For time will not leave you long after him!’
A prudent gnostic, these words hearing,
Wailed aloud: * All-powerful Maker!
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“The figure of infirmity, no more in supplication

To any man I need to bend and straighten!

A house I will build me, with footings of marble,

Its roofbeams all of undressed aloes-wood;

With a private chamber for my friends,

Its door to face an inner-garden.

I'm worn out with sewing one patch on another,

And the trivet’s heat has burned my eyes and brain;
Henceforth subordinates may cook my food for me,
While Iin comfort will cultivate the spirit;

Thus felt in hard times served me for a mattress,
Whereas [ now may go and spread the finest carpets!’
His fancies made him feeble, folly-hued,

And Cancer sank its claws into his brain;

Leisure he had no longer for converse secretly with God,
For food or sleep, or recitation of the prayers. )
Into the desert he now ventured, drunken his head with dubious devices,
No more abiding to sit in one place;

A person by a grave was kneading clay,

Purposing to produce therefrom mud-bricks;

The elder fell awhile into consideration:
‘O my short-visioned soul, take counsel!

Why bind your heart on this golden brick,

When bricks one day they'll make from your own clay?
Not just so wide the mouth in appetite is open

That its greed may be stilled by but one morsel;

From this brick, worthless one, withhold your hand:
With one brick none can dam the Oxus!

Heedless, you, in thought of profit and of wealth,

While life’s own capital is trampled underfoot;

Fancy’s dust sewed up your eye in heedlessness,

The hot wind of appetite burned up your life’s sowing;
Cleanse from your eye the collyrium of heedlessness,
For tomorraw in the eye of earth you'll become collyrium-dust!’
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You too so long will have the hand of power

As your foot sinks not in the sandbank of the grave!
Set not your heart on this place, whelmed with years,
For domes are things on which no walnuts settle;

Since yestreen's gone, and you've not yet laid hands upon tomorrow,

Count but upon this one breath that you have.

TALE145 Jamshid and the silk winding-sheet .

A favourite of Jam's went down to death,

And wormlike he made him a winding-sheet of silk.
After some days he went into the mausoleum,

To weep on him in heated lamentation,

But as he saw his satin cere-cloth all putrescent,

He in reflection spoke thus to himself:
‘I plucked it from the worm by force,

But the worms of the tomb have plucked it back from him!’
This s a garden where no cypress rose up high
Without the wind of doom has plucked it by the roots;
Never has destiny designed a beauty, Joseph-like,

But the fish of the tomb have swallowed it like Jonah!
Two lines, one day, made roast meat of my liver
Asthey were recited to the rebeck’s tune:
‘Alas! Without us many a day

The rose grows and the spring will blow;

Many a month in summer, winter, spring,

Will come while we are dust and brickbats!’

TALE 1 46 The ascetic and the brick of gold

A pious man, of Truth-serving habit,

Once had a golden bar fall in his hand;

His prudent head it so bemused

That blackest passion darkened his bright heart.

In thought he lay all night, how this treasure and this wealth
Could not lie open to decline so long as he might live:
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The spirit will not be in the body always,

Nor ever in the mouth revolve the tongue;

Now must you speak amends for your shortcoming,
Not when the rational soul can speak no more for sleep.
Hear today the words of those who know,

For fearsomely Nakir will question you tomorrow!
Make the most of this most precious breath,

For the cage without the bird is nothing worth;

Waste not your life in hurt and hocus-pocus:
Opportunity comes rarely, and time is a sword.

TALE 144 A mournerrebuked

Fate cut the vein of a living man’s life,

And at his death another rent his garments at the breast;
To which an onlooker, sharp-witted, said,

As the cries and lamentation reached his ear:
‘On your account the dead man would, upon himself,
Had he still hands, rip up his winding-sheet,

Tosay: “Thus much, in care and pain for me, writhe not,
For I have packed my gear but a few days in advance of you!
Have you, then, forgotten your own death to come,
That my death should have left you impotent and sore distressed?"’’
‘When one who seeks the truth pours soil upon a corpse,
His heart not for the latter burns, but for himself!

At parting with your baby, who went into earth,

Why moan - for pure it both came and went?

Pure; you too came: stay upon your guard and pure,

For it is shame to go impure into the earth;

Now is the time to fetter this bird by the foot,

Not whenit's snatched the thread's end from your hand!
Often you've sat in the place of another,

And another willsit in your place one day;

Be you a champion, a wielder of the sword,

Only a winding-sheet you'll take away with you,

The wild-ass, though he break the lasso-cord,

Is hobbled just the same when he sticks in the sand:
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Have you set your heart on dying when we're gone,
That you will not rise at the sound of the bells?

I'too, like you, have pleasant thoughts of sleep,

But there before us lies a desert!’

If from sweet sleep, when they shout “We're away!’

You fail to rise - how, then, will you get under way?

The leader has beaten loud the camel’s drum,

The caravan’s van has reached the wayside station:
Happy those prudent ones, of luck auspicious,

Who ready their baggage before the tattoo!

But when those sleeping on the way raise up their heads,
They see no trace of those who've gone ahead;

That wayfarer takes the lead who early rses:

What use awakening when they've allmoved on?

If in springtime one broadcasts barley,

How shall wheat be taken at time of harvest?

Now is the time to be awake, you slug-a-bed:

What use, when death brings you from sleep?

When hoariness comes down upon the face of youth,
Your night's late on - prise free your eyes of sleep:
Allhope of life I prised loose on that day

When white into my blackness fell.

Alas! Dear life has passed,

And these few breaths remaining will pass too:

What passed in things unright has passed,

And if you seize not these, they too are past.

Now is the time of seeding, if you'd nurture,

Having a hope to bear home harvest.

Go not tight-handed to Resurrection City,

For there’s no point in sitting in regret;

Having intelligence’ eye, make all arrangements for the tomb
Now, when your eye's not known the ravenings of the ant!
My son, with capital a profit may be made,

But what profit him who eats up all his capital?

Strive now while the water’s only passed your waist,
Not when the flood’s passed high above your head;
Now, while you still have eyes, rain down a tear,

And bring your amends while a tongue is in your mouth:
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How well the teacher to the child did say:
“The day’s gone by, and we've accomplished nothing!’

Come, man of prudence, well endowed with sense:

If you are sensible, give ear to me;

High heaven you'll bring beneath your foot,

If you apply what Sa‘di counsels.

Young man, today take the road of obedience,

For youthfulness tomorrow will not be shown by one who's old;
Yours is the carefree heart, now, body's power:

Spacious, the arena: strike the ball!

Fate has robbed me of those days

Whose every day a Night of Power was;

1 did not recognize the value of that day,

But now I realize I gambled it away.

How the old donkey struggles underneath his load:

Keep going while'you're mounted on a steed, wind-footed!
Tight though one binds a broken jar,

It will not fetch a sound one's price,

But now that through carelessness it’s fallen from your hand,
There's no road but to bind it up again;

Who told you to cast yourself into the Oxus?

But having fallen in, strike out, both hands and feet!
Heedlessly, you've let your pure water go:

What else to do now but to purify yourself with dust?
Though from the nimble in the race, the prize

You did not take -still, falling, rising, run!

And sharply though the wind-footed go,

Rise up from sitting, you - handless and footless as you be!

TALE 43 Sa'dichafised by acamel-driver—

Sleep one night, in the desert of Faid,

Held down my trotting foot in fetters;

Up came a camel-driver, fearsome and resentful,

And struck me on the head with a camel-bridle: ‘Rise!




220

BUSTAN

3700

3705

3710

3715

Keeping your booth’s door shut from earliest morn

Is better than losing both profit and capital.

While the young man’s bringing a black head to white bloom,
Blackness bears off the wretched elder to the tomb!

TALE142 A physician prescribes spiritual medicine_

A man worn 1n years came before a physician,

Near to death, to judge by his groaning:
‘Man of good judgment; place your hand upon my vein,
For my foot no more will rise from its place,

And so my figure double-bent does seem

That you might say I've quite sunk in the mud!’

To him the doctor said: ‘Snatch from the world your hands,
That so your feet may leave the mud at Resurrection!’
Seek not the sprightliness of youth from those who're old,
For running water never to its conduit comes again;
Though in your youth you struck out, hand and foot,
Show sense and judgment now that you are old;

When the cycle of your life’s passed forty,

Strike out no more with hand and foot, for the water’s passed your head;

Sprightliness began to shy away from me

When first my evening whitened unto early dawn;
Passion must now be put out of your head,

For passion’s turn to play is over;

How shall my heart be freshened by herbage,
With herbage about to blossom from my clay?
Rejoicing inidle fancy, passion,

We passed o’er many a person’s dust,

And persons yet in the World Unseen

Will come and pass o’er ours.

Alas for that time that nourished the spirit,
Which passed over us like Yemeni lightning!
Racking my brains over how to dress and what to eat,
I never found time to take care for the Faith:

Alas that we concerned ourselves with vanity,
Remote and heedless in respect of Truth!
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Raise up your head awhile from the neckband of grief,
And “sway,” in ease of heart, with us who're young!’
Stricken in years, his head he raised from its concealment
And spoke an answer {how well-turned, behold!):
“When on the rose-garden blows the eastern breeze,
“‘Swaying"’ befits the youthful tree;

Wheat, while it is young and green, will also “‘sway,"”
But breaks when it to yellowness attains;

When in spring the musky willow sighs upon the wind,
The aging tree will shed its dried-up leaves.

Me, it becomes not with the young to “sway,”

For on my cheek the morn of age has blown;

The puissant falcon that's confined within me
Threatens from breath to breath to wrest away the thread’s end!
Yours s the turn to sit now at this board,

For we have washed our hands of all enjoyment more;
When dust, for seniority, has settled on your head,
Look not again for youthful pleasure:

Snow’s now rained down upon my raven plumage -
I'may not, asa nightingale, survey the garden at my ease;
The elegant peacock can display his splendour,

But what would you want of a cipped-winged falcon?
My grain has harvested but sparsely,

But herbage new now gives forth for youall;

Freshness passed long since from our rose-garden:
Who will bind posies when they’re withered?

My reliance {by a father’s soul!) is on my staff:

Wrong it viould be, to lean on life further!

The young man may surely spring upon his feet,

While elders carry pleas for help within their hands;
Behold, my pink-faced rose1s pure yellow,

Declining with the yellowing of the sun.

When an unfinished infant cooks up fancies,

It’s not so foul as in a half-baked elder:

I asa child should weep

For shame of sins - not live in childishness!’

Lugman said well: ‘To live not atall

Is better than to live for years in error’;
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3665 Come, you whose life has gone to seventy years:
Were you asleep, then, when it went off on the wind?
For staying, all provision you've prepared,
While giving no concern to plans for going! ‘
On Resurrection Day, when trade is done in Paradise’ azure,
Stations will be allotted by goodly deeds:
Goods, in the measure that you bring, you'll take away,
Andif you're penniless, you'll take away mere shamefacedness,
For the tighter the market’s stuffed with wares,
The more distraught his heart whose hand is void!
3670 Wanting but five from fifty dirkams,
Your heart is lacerated by the fist of grief:
Now, then, that through your hands have slipped full fifty years,
Make the most of the few days rematning.
If the wretched dead had but a tongue,
They’d shout aloud and cry in lamentation:
‘O you who live! Since it 1s possible for you to speak,
Close not your lips, as do the dead, against recalling God!
Seeing that our days passed in heedlessness,
Put to good use (for Heaven's sake!) the few breaths that you have!’

TALE 1 41 Theoldman and the gay youths

3675 One night in youth, when we enjoyed all blessings,
A few of us youths together sat,
Chanting like nightingales, fresh-faced as roses,
Kicking up an uproar in the district, in our impudence.
Anelder who had seen the world, sitting apart from us
(By heavens' revolutions, his hair’s night turned to day),
Had shut his mouth to speech as tightly as a hazel-nut,
Having not lips, as we, pistachio-like for smiles!
To him a youth, who said: ‘Old man!
Why sit in pain in the nook of regret?




CHAPTER 8

211

3650

3655

3660

There comes to my mind that Chinese puppet

To cast dust in the eyes of my own self-regard,

For I realize that the hand I've raised

I've lifted up through no force of my own:

Not even men of heart all by themselves pull up their hands.
But by the Unseen the thread's end is pulled;

The door to goodness and obedience lies open, but

Not everyone s capable of good deeds,

There being this impediment - that in the audience-chamber
None may go save by the order of the Emperor Himself!
Capacity's key is not in any person’s hand:

God, and He alone, is Absolutely Able;

So you, my man, who trot along the road that’s straight -
The credit is not yours, it is the Lord’s:

Since in the Unseen World He laid for you a goodly disposition,
No ugly dealing from your nature now proceeds:
Sweetness from bees was manifested

By that same One Who poison created in the snake.
When He wills to desolate your realm,

He first distracts a population by you;

Andif He have forgiveness’ gift instore for you,

He sends through you an ease upon that people!

Be not presumptious upon the road of straightness:

Your hand was taken, and then you rose!

Words are of profit, if you will but hear:

True menyou'llreach, if on the way you travel;

A station you will find, if way is given to you,

Where they will place your napkin too on glory's table;
Yet it will not be proper for you that you eat alone:

Be mindful of the darvish, down and out;

Send after me, I pray you, one compassionate thought,
For in what I myself have done I put no trust!
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For if you leave alive that one who wants for virtue,

He'll will that you yourself should live no longer;

And though he place his head in service on your doorstep,
If he but gain the upper-hand, your own head he'll cut off;
Place not your foot in the deceiver’s foot prints:

When you have been and seen, give him no quarter!)

So with a stone, stone-dead I killed that foul fellow,

For tales no more are heard from one who's dead;

But, seeing I had roused a tumule,

I left that land and fled:

(When toa reed-bed you set fire,

If you have any sense you'll be on guard for lions;

Kill not the young of the man-biting serpent,

But if you do, stay not a moment longer in her house;

And, having overset a wasps’ nest,

Flee from the spot where you're in hot water!

Loose not your arrows at one who's nimbler than yourself,
Orif they land, then seize your skirt within your teeth;

No other counsel lies in Sa‘d1’s pages:

If you dig out a wall's foundations, stand by it no longer!) -
After that general resurrection, I finally came to India,
And thence by way of Yemen to Hiyjaz,

But for all the bitterness that befell me,

My mouth was not sweetened before today,

When sheltered by B Bakr-i Sa’d’s advancing fortune and support
(The like of whom no mother’s borne, or yet will bear!):
From the tyranny of heaven, I came seeking justice,

Came to this shade-spreading shelter;

I pray, a faithful servant, for this reign’s prosperity:

O God! Securely keep this shade in place!

A salve he placed upon me, not as the hurt befitted,

But as befitting his own honouring and grace;

How shall] discharge my gratitude for such graciousness,
Even though in servitude my head become a foot?

Atall events, while finding ease to follow on those bondages,
These counsels still are in my ear:

First, that whenever the hand of need

I raise in the court of the Knower of Secrets,
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I dared not further speak of Truth,

For truth must be concealed from those in error

{When you see one who has the upper-hand stout-handed,
There's nothing manly in smashing your fist against him):
Awhile I played the hypocrite and wept,

As though I felt remorse for that which Thad said.

The infidels” hearts were moved by my weeping

{(No wonder if a stone by floods be turned!);

They ran to me to do meservice,

Taking my arm respectfully;

And now [ went to speak excuse before that ivory person,
On his gold-beaten throne set on a teaken platform;

That idolkin I gave a kiss upon the hand

(Curses be on him, and upon the idol-server!),

An infidel T became myself, in blind acceptance, for some days,
Became a Brahmin in the stations of the Zand,

But when I saw I had become secure within the convent,
Forjoy I could not fit myself within the earth!

The convent-gate I firmly shut one night,

And scorpion-like I ran to left and right;

Iooked beneath the platform and above,

And finally saw a curtain crowned with gold;

Behind the curtain sat a Metropolitan who worshipped fire,
On constant duty, witha cord’s end in his hand;
Forthwith, things being thus, [ plainly realized

{Like David, before whom iron turned to wax)

That of necessity, when he tugged the cord,

The icon raised its hands to heaven!

At sight of me the Brahmin was discomfited

(A sure disgrace, to have the cat out of the bag!);

He rushed away, and [ upon his heels,

And downinto a pit I cast him,

For I knew that if he remained alive,

He'd try to have my blood,

Looking with favour on my destruction,

Lest I should publicize his secret!

(Having report of a malefactor’s doings,

Remove his power when you first become aware,
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Like you, 1 too have much in travel wandered,
And idols I have seen who knew naught of themselves!
This one, however, every morning, where he stands,
Raises up his hands to God, the Justice-Bringer:
If youso wish, stay here this night,
And tomorrow this mystery will be displayed for you.’
3595 And so I spent the night there, as the elder ordered
(Like Bizhan, prisoner in affliction’s pit!):
That was a night as long as Resurrection Day,
I The Magians about me, unpurified, at their prayers;
Those priests had never fallen foul of water,
Their armpits stank like carrion in the sun;
(Doubtless, a major sin I had committed,
ll : To bear so painful punishment that night!)

Atall events, all mght I lay afflicted in sorrow’s fetters,
One hand upon my heart, the other raised in supplication,
3600 When suddenly the drummer beat his signal-drum,
And from the Brahmins' courtyard crew a cock;
Night's black-robed preacher, uncontested,
" Drew forth from out his sheath the sword of day;
The fire of morning fell on tinder,
And in one breath a world was all inflamed;
You might have said that in the march of Zanzibar
Had suddenly emerged a Tatar from his corner of concealment!
Those Magians, with their judgment all corrupt, unwashed of face,
Entered the monastery from home and plain and byway;
3605 None, whether man or woman, in the city stayed,
Not room was left within that idol-house to stick a needle.
Sore with rage and drunk with sleep I was,
When suddenly that efigy raised its hands! II

In unison, a cry ascended from them all, so that
You might have said the sea began to seethe.
Now, when the idol-house was once more empty of that concourse,
The Brahmin, laughing, looked at me:
‘T know there can remain to you no further doubt;
Truth has been demonstrated: error is no more!’
3610 Seeing that ignorant folly in him was firmly fixed,

And ludicrous fancies well secured within him,
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These folk are bemused by this impotent image

And fettered fast within the pit of error:

His hand has no power, his foot cannot walk,

Andif you cast him down, he'll not rise up again;

See you not his eyes are amber?

It’s a mistake to seek good-faith from those with stony eyes!’
That friend at what I said became my enemy;

Inrage, like fire he grew and seized upon me;

To the Magians then he made report, the elders of the convent,
And in that company no kind face I saw further;
Those Pazand-chanting gabrs fell on me

As dogs might on a bone!

(Since that crooked road was straight to them,

The straight road in their eyes seemed crooked:

A man, though he be wise, possessed of heart,
Isanignorant fool to those without knowledge!)

I, hke a drowning man, was at a loss what I should do,
And saw no way outside prevarication

(When you see an ignorant oaf on vengeance bent,
Safety lies in giving way, compliance!);

The leading BrahminI lauded aloud:

‘Ocelder, exegete of Zand, Avesta!

I too take pleasure in the sculpture of thisidol,

For it has pleasing shape, a heart-attracting stature;
Its form appears to me as quite prodigious,

And yet | have no knowledge of its inner-meaning,
Being a wayfarer, newly at this stage arrived,

A stranger, scarcely knowing bad from good,

You know (who are the queen upon this gaming-board,
And counsellor to the prince of this locality)

What inner-meaning lies within thisicon’s form
(Among whose servants I'm the first};

Devotion in blind faith may lead astray:

.Happy the traveller who has awareness!’

The Brahmin for joy lit up his face;

Accepting, he said: "You speak what is acceptable!
Your questions are rightly couched, your action fair:
He who seeks a guide will reach the wayside halt!
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Head and hand, from nothing into being, He brought forth,
And in the one placed liberality, obeisance in the other;

Else, how would liberality proceed from mere hands?

And from the head itself obeisance could not possibly proceed.
In wisdom He gave tongue, and ears created,

That chey might be the keys to the coffer of the heart,

For if the tongue did not take up its tale,

How of the heart’s secrets would any have report?

Or, but for the efforts of the ear’s own spies,

How would report reach reason’s ruler?

To me He gave the singer’s utterance, sweet,

To you the hearing and perception of the one who knows;
Constantly these two, like chamberlains, are at the doorway,
Carrying reports from ruler to ruler.

Do you suppose your good deeds of yourself?

Look at the doorway whence His aid proceeds:

The gardener to the emperor’s portico may bear

A firste-fruit rose — but only from the emperor’s own garden!

TALE 140 Theidol of Somnath

Anivory idol I saw in Somnath,

Encrusted as Manit in pagan days;

Its form the sculptor so had fashioned

That no form fairer could be fancied;

From every region caravans would make their way
To gam sight of that form without a spirit:

The rajahs of China and Chigil did seek
Good-faith from that stone-hearted idol {as with Sa‘di!),
And the wielders of tongues from every place went
To humble themselves before that tongueless one.
The inwardness of this I failed to fathom:

Why should what lives serve what is inorganic?
And so of a Magian, with whom 1 was close

{One well-spoken, my room-mate and companion),
I'mildly asked: ‘O Brahmin!

At the doings in this locality  am amazed!
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While you are able, flee from danger,

And sharpen not your claws at destiny.

Solong as the innards accept food and drink,

The body stays fresh-faced and unspoilt in form,

But this house utterly in ruin falls

When nature and nourishment do not accord together;
Your temperament is wet and dry, and hot and cold:
Man’s nature's compounded from these four entire;

Yet when one of other gains the upper-hand,

It breaks the just balance of Nature's equilibrium;

Ifthe breath’s cold wind does not pass freely,

The fervour of the stomach makes the soul cry aloud,
While if the stomach’s pot seethes not the nourishment,
The delicate body's function’s underdone!

Yet men of recognition hang not their hearts on these,
For they will not forever in accord remain:

Consider not the body's power comes from eating -

It is the Truth's own grace that gives you nourishment;
By truth of Him! If eye on blade and knife

You place, you will not honour His true claim of gratitude;
When you your face upon the ground in service place,
Speak praise to God, have no eye to yourself;

The ritual prayers and attitudes are but a sort of beggary,
And the beggar may not be deluded w\ith pride;
Granted, a service you have rendered:

Have you not constantly enjoyed His feudal benefice?

First He did place the purposé in the heart,

And then this servant placed his head upon the threshold.
If from the Truth no aid to goodness come,

How shalla good from His servant reach another?

Why do you consider what the tongue affirms?

Consider, rather, Who'it was gave speech unto the tongue!
Man's eye to knowledge is the gate,

Opened wide to heayenand to earth:

How would you understand what's down or up,

Did He not open this gateway before you?
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One left by the wayside was weeping aloud:

*Who is more wretched than I in this desert?’

To him a man who'd seen the world: ‘Now, like a sensible fellow,
If you're a man, just listen to these words of mine:

Go and give thanks that, while you're not upon a donkey,
Youare, after all, no donkey but a human!’

TALE 39 Thelawyer and the drunkard

A lawyer by a man passed by who'd fallen down in drink,
And grew deluded at his own chaste ways;

Inarrogance he paid him no attention,

At which the young man raised his head: ‘O elder!

Go, give thanks if you're in grace,

For disappointment comes of haughtiness!

Laugh not at seeing one in fetters,

Lest you - all unaware ~ fall into them yourself!

Is it not, then, within the possibility of supposition

That you tomorrow may fall down drunk like me?’
Heaven marked you down to go to mosque:

Do not revile another in his temple;

Muslim, bind your hands in gratitude

That He bound not the Magian girdle round your waist!
Not all go of themselves in search of Him,

Being dragged by force and carried by the Friend's own favour;
Behold whence destiny has journeyed:

Blindnessit is, to lean upon aught else.

The Creator has compounded a remedy in honey,

But not so as to overpower Fate;

Honey restores the temperament of the living,

But for the pain of dying has no cure:

One at his last, whose spirit from his body

Has come forth — what can avail him nectar in the mouth?
Or when a man a steel mace takes upon the brain,

How shall another say: ‘Rub sandal on his pain!’?
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Now all amid the murky-coloured night it reached his ear
That a person was groaning at being tight-handed;
The wretched thief, at hearing this, spoke up:
‘How long will you groan at your helpless state? Pipe down!
3510 Go, tight-handed one, give thanks to God
That your hands by the watch are not bound tight!’
Make not much moan of indigence
When you see one more indigent than yourself.

TALE 137 The pauper and his rawhide shirt

One bare in body had borrowed a dirkam

To make his body a rawhide garment;

But then he groaned: ‘O horoscope beyond control!

Within this rawhide undershirt I cook for very'heat!’

Now when that half-baked fellow in his trouble came to boil,

One from the prison-dungeon called to him: ‘Pipe down!
3515 Raw fool, give thanks to God

That you're not rope-raw, hand and foot, like us!’

TALE 138 A devotee miStaken for a Jew

A man passed by a pious one

Who struck him as having the look of a [ew;

A heavy cuff he brought down on the nape of him,
Whereat the darvish offered him the shirt he wore;
Embarrassed, he then said: “What happened was in error;
Pray forgive me, but what cause for gifts?’

Said he: ‘In gratitude (and I bear you no malice)

That I am not that which you took mefor!’

3520 One of goodly conduct, outwardly unceremonious,
Is better than one of good name, all rotten within;
In my esteem a highwayman, nocturnal,

Is better than a lewd fellow, piously shirted!
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Wait for but a moment at the roof’s verge

TillIsend it out by a ghuldm’s hand.’

While this was in train a zephyr wafted thither,

And the emperor slipped within his portico.

Now n hus retinue he had a lad of pari-countenance

To whom his nature was somewhat inclined:

Tolook upon this Turk so greatly pleased him

That he the wretched Indian quite forgot;

Through the latter’s ears the fur-lined tunic passed,
But {luckless as he was) did not fall on his shoulders!
Now he had not the cold's affliction only,

But the heavens’ njustice added to his wait in expectation.
Behold how the ruler heedlessly slept,

And what his staff-wielding captain said next morn:
‘No doubt you forgot this fortunate fellow

When your hand lay within the bondsman's bosom?
Your mght goes by in pleasure, making merry:

What do you know how goes the night for us?’

The caravaneer, his head sunk in the cooking-pot,
What cares he for those with feet sunk in the sand?
Good master, heave your craft to on the water,

For the water has passed over some poor devils’ heads!
Halt awhile, you brisk young men,

For in the caravan are feeble elders;

You who sleep pleasantly within the caravan-litter,

The camel'’s halter in the driver's grasp -

What to you are plain and mountain, rocks and sand?
Ask of those who've fallen by the wayside how things stand!
You by a mountain-figured dromedary are borne along:
What do you know how goes the one on foor?

Those who sleep in homes with hearts at ease -

What do they know of the state of one whose belly’s hungry?

TALE 136 Some aremore ‘tight-handed’ than others

A man by the watch had had his hands bound,
And spent the whole night distraught and hurt of heart;
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3475 Have spoken but a little thanks as yet to You,
Uttering one only in ten-thousand thousands:
Go, Sa‘di, wash your hands, your register, of this,
And start not out upon the road that has no end!

None knows the value of the day of happiness
Until a day befalls to suffer hardship;
A poor man’s winter in a year of dearth ~
How easy seems it to the one possessing property!
The sound man who never a while lay down and groaned
Never spoke thanks to his Lord for health.
If manfully and sharp of foot you walk,
Then stay awhile in gratitude with those who're halt;
The young man should bear with the one who's old, decrepit:
The powerful fellow show compassion to the powerless;
What know the Oxus-dwellers of water’s value?
Ask those who're stranded in the sun!
And the Arab who by the Tigris squats -
What cares he for those who're thirsty in Zariid?
That person recognizes fitness’ worth
Who for a while's been helpless, fused in fever!
H 3485 How should the murky night seem long to you,
As you from onesside, softly, to the other roll? -
Think of the one who falls and rises, fevered -
W] He i affliction knows the night’s full length!
The worthy burgess may wake at the sound of the drum,
But what does he know how the watchman's night has passed?

TALE 135 Tughrul andthe Indian guard
I've heard that Tughrul, one night in autumn,
Passed by an Indian keeping watch
Who, at the downpour of snow and rain and flood,
Had fallen to shivering like Canopus.
3490 Tughrul's heart, for compassion, began to seethe on his account,
And he said: 'Come! Put on my fur-lined tunic! -
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The tongue was given for gratitude and thanks:

The man who knows what's due will wield it not for slander.
The ear is a passage for Koran, good-counsel:

Strive not to hear calumny or what is false;

The two eyes are good for following the Creator’s fashioning,
But lower them before your brother’s fault, or the friend’s!

3460 Night is for your comfort, day likewise,
The bright moon and the world-illuminating sun;
Retainer-like, on your account the heavens
Ever spread out the carpet of the spring;
Though wind and snow there be, or rain and mist,
Though thunder plays polo and ightning wields swords -
All are subservient functionartes,
Who nourish seed for you within the earth!
If you suffer thirst, still seethe not sorely,
For the Carrier in the clouds will bring you water on His shoulder;
3465 And from thesoil He brings the colour and scent of sustenance,
A showplace for the eye, and brain, and palate;
Honey He gives you from the bees, and manna from the air,
Fresh dates He gives you from the palm, and date-stones by the heap:
The palm-binders all must gnaw their hands,
Confounded that none such a palm has ever bound!
Sun and moon and Pleiades are all for your sake,
Serving as lamps in the roof of your dwelling;
From thorns He's brought you roses, from the bladder musk,
Gold from the mineworking, fresh leaves from dry wood.
3470 With His own hand He delineated eye and eyebrow,
Not being able to leave His own to others;
Mighty is He, Who cherishes the delicate
Cherishes thus with all shades of graces!
With soul one must speak, breath upon breath,
For thanking Him is not the tongue’s work only:
O God! My heart to blood has turned, my eyeis sore,
Seeing (as I do) Your grace exceeds my saying; “
Not wild and tame, I say, nor ant and fish alone -
Even theangels’ host upon the pinnacle of Heaven
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Men of wise nature, thankful for favour,
Fasten God's grace with gratitude’s nail.

TALE 134 The Greek sage and the prince with the dislocated neck _

A king's son fell from a splendid black horse,

And in his neck a vertebra dislocated;

Elephant-like, his neck sank on his body,

His head not revolving till his trunk did hkewise;

At which the physicians were left all perplexed -
Allsave one philosopher from lonian lands.

He twisted back his head and the nerves were righted
(The prince, but for him, had become paralysed;
And yet, soI've heard, he forgot his endeavour,
Silencing his tongue against fit consideration!):
When once again he came before the ruler,

That man unworthy would show him no regard;

The head of the wise man then sank down for shame,
And I've heard that he said softly as he was going thence:
‘Had I not yesterday twisted his neck,

He’d not twist his face today from me!’

By the hand of a slave he sent thither a seed,

With orders to place it upon the royal censer

(The messenger came before the prince

And did what his master had told him to do);

The prince at the smoke thereof let forth a sneeze -
And neck and head became as they had been!
Bearing apologies, men hastened in the footsteps of that man,
Searching much but little finding.

Twist not your neck awry from giving thanks unto your Benefactor,

Lest at the End you ratse your head in vain!

A certain person boxed a child’s ears severely,

Saying: ‘O you of clownish judgment, of fortune in reverse!
Anaxel gave you to break up firewood,

But I never told you to hack out the mosque-wall!’
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You may give thanks you are endowed with sight -
If you do not, you too have your eyes veiled.
No teacher caninstruct in understanding and good judgment,

For it is God Who blends this quality within your nature;

And if He refuses you a truth-perceiving heare, lﬂ
Truthin your ear will seem the very eye of falsehood.

3425 See how one finger from so many joints,
With craftsmanship divine, He casts together: H
Confusion of mind it is, therefore, and foolishness

To point a finger at a particle of His handiwork.
Reflect, in order that Man may walk,
How many bones He links and joins!
Without the motions of the ankle, knee, and foot
None from his place can take a step;
Again, it is not hard for Man to make prostration,
Since In his back he has no vertebra all in one piece:
3430 Two-hundred vertebrae He's made to lie the one within the other -
He Who's fashioned a ball of clay like you;
O you of temperament acceptable! The veins upon your body i
Areas three-hundred sixty rivers onan earth;
Sight’s in your head, and judgment, thought, discretion,
The limbs made precious by the heart, the heart by wisdom;
The beasts are fallen low upon their face,
While you like alif ride high on your legs:
Their heads hang down to take their food,
But you in dignity bring your food before your head;
3435 With such pre-eminence it becomes you not
Tolower your head inaught save in obedience;
By His own grace He's given you grain, not straw,
Nor put your head to grass as with the grazers.
Yet with this heart-endearing form that’s yours
Be not beguiled, but take a goodly course as well;
A straight road is what's needed, not straight stature,
For the unbeliever too, inform, is just as we!
As to the One Who gave you eyes and mouth and ears,
If you're ntelligent, to thwart Him you'll not strive:
3440 Granted, you may pound an enemy with a stone,
But make no war (whatever you do) in ignorance against the Friend!
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So one within the belly found his nurture

And from the stomach’s conduit drew his food,

While now the two breasts that are his heart’s desire

Are (as it were) two springs which issue from his place of nurturing.
The well-beloved mother’s lap and bosom

AreParadise, her breasts a stream of milk therein;

A lofty tree sheis, hife-nourishing,

The child a delicate fruic upon t;

Are not the bosom's veins one with the heart’s interior?

Thus, if you consider well, milk is the heart’s blood.

And while the childits teeth like stings sinks in the mother’s blood,
Affection is compounded in her for her own bloodsucker;

But, having made his arm strong, his teeth to grow sturdy,

The nurse expels the nipple from his lips with aloe,

And so sharply the aloe quenches his thirst for milk

That he the sweet breasts forgets entire.

You too, who're but a child upon repentance’ road,

May by bitter suffering have your sins forgotten!

TALE 133 —Amother reproaches a wayward son_

A youth from his mother’s good judgment turned his head aside
And burned her suffering heart with fire;

Wretched, she set his cradle down before him;
*Weak m affection,’ she cried, ‘forgetful of old ties!

Were you not tearful and helpless and tiny

When I for your sake could not sleep, nights on end?

Had you not in the cradle naught of strength or circumstance -
Not even the power to drive flies from yourself?

Once you were one to suffer from a single fly,

You who today lead men in stalwart force!

But in the tomb’s own depth you to a state will comeagain
Where you from your self cannot repel an ant!’

How shall the eye light up again its lamp

When the worm of the grave’s eaten up the brain’s tallow?
When you see one whose eyes are veiled,

Not knowing, as he walks, the highway ftom the pit,
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Breath I cannot draw to thank the Friend,
For [ consider no thanks worthy of Him;
A gift from Him, is every hair upon my body,
But how shallI thank Him for every hair?
3390 Praise to the Lord, Bestower of all,
Who made His servant to exist from nothingness!
Whose is the power to describe His benevolence,
Since attributes are swallowed up within His nature?
The wonder He, Who out of slime creates a person,
Bestowing mind and wisdom, sense and heart!
From the loins of your father till grey hairs are ended,
Behold what honour, out of Unseen, He has given you!
Since pure He created you, stay prudent and pure,
For it is shame to go impure to earth;
3395 Cast off continually the mirror’s dust-deposit,
For it will take no polish should it absorb rust;
In the beginning, were you not a spermal drop?
But now, if you would be a man, put egotism from your head;
When by exertion you attract your daily bread; '
Rely not on the strength of your own arm:
Server of self, why will you not see the Truth,
Since it 1s He still Who sets the hand to gathering?
When by your striving some good is produced,
Know it to be by Truth's aid, not by your own exertion;
3400 None by his own fist alone has carried off the ball:
Render thank-offering to the Lord of aid;
Not for one step do you subsist as of yourself:
Assistance from the Unseen, breath by breath, arrives!
Were you not an infant, your tongue tied from ranting?
Yet daily bread came, in the womb, from the navel,
And when the cord was cut, and the supply together,
Your hand then hung upon the mother’s breast;
When one in foreign parts must suffer pain at fortune’s hand,
Water from his own town he’s given as medicine:
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So the enemy, looking on Sa“dr’s faults
Disgustedly (while all corrupt within),
Has no ear for a hundred elegant points,
But when he sees a laggard line he sends aloft a cry!
The sole reason for this is that that self-admirer

Has had his eye of kind regard gouged out by envy:
Did not the Creator's handiwork compound mankind
Both black and white, and fair and ugly too?

Not every eye and eyebrow that you seeis goodly:
Eat the pistachto-kernel, but throw away the shell.
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Hear for a certainty from me that on the Day of Certainty
Those who take the good view will not see evil.

When a man has virtue, learning, and good judgment -
Though the foot of his innocence may slip from place,
Countenance not the tintest injustice against him:

What have the great ones said? “Take that part which s clarified!’

Thorns and roses come together, man of good sense;
But why tied up 'mid thorns? Tie a bouquet of roses, rather!
He in whose composition is an ugly streak

Sees in a peacock only ugly feet;

Clarity you must acquire, you with your troubled face,
For the clouded mirror no face reveals;

Seek the path whereby you may escape the Punishment,
Not some particle on which to put your finger!

O man of little worth, put not the faults of others forward,
Lest this should stitch your eyes up to your own!

Why should I take to task the man soiled-skirted,
Knowing within myself my own is not unsullied?

You may not be severe on others

When you by ingenuity alone can justify yourself;
When evil displeases you, do it not upon your own account:
Then you may tell your neighbour not to doit.
BeIarecognizer of the Truth or a self-displayer,

My exterior’s held towards you, my interior to God;
WhenT've decked my outerself in modesty,

You'veno concern with what's awry in me, or straight;
Whether my behaviour’s good or reprehensible,

God knows me better secretly than you.

Whether I am good or bad, be silent, you:

I'am myself the porter of profit and of loss;

Punish that man for evil deeds

Who looks to you for good's reward!

Asfor good deeds by those who judgearight,

God enters up a tenfold credit;

You too (for a wonder!), wherever a virtue

You may see, pass by ten faults therefor;

Wind not a single fault upon your finger,

While letting a world of virtue go for nothing!
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At which a personsaid: *“This lad lacks all intelligence and sense;
Box his ears to teach him better!’
So one might I shouted at him roughly,

But the same man said: ‘He's killed the poor wretch with his cruelty!’

If anger one day wrests you from your place,
They'llcall you ‘deranged’ and ‘cloudy of judgment’;
3350 While if to someone you should show forbearance,
They'llsay: ‘He hasn’t much of self-respect.’
They counsel to the liberal man: "Enough!
Lest tomorrow your hands go back and forth!’;
But if he grows content and self-preserving,
He's bound to fall foul of some folk's aspersions:
'Such a mean fellow will die like his father,
Letting go wealth and bearing off regret!’
Who's able to sit in the nook of security?
Even the Prophet did not escape men's vileness;
3355 Though God has no like, associate or mate,
You've heard what the Christian says of Him?
No man finds escape from the hands of others,
And he who's caught has no recourse but to endure.

TALE 132 Thepreacher with a speech-defet

A man there once was, meritorious, learned,

Brisk and manly in exhortation;

Good name was his and he a man of heart, Truth-worshipping,
With the line on his cheek far pleasanter than one of script.
He suffered, however, from a defect of the tongue,
Whereby he’d not enunciate the consonants at true value:

3360 Powerful he was in rhetoric, in grammar sprightly,

But could not speak one letter of the alphabet correctly.
Ito a man of heart once said in this regard:
'So and so hasno teeth in front!,’

Whereat in black rage at me he flared up, red-faced:
‘Speak no more nonsense of this kind, I pray!

Inhim you've seen the one fault that he has,

But closed intelligence’ eye upon so many virtues!'
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Should they see you have affairs in hand,

They count you covetous, a worshipper of the world;
Yet if you hold highmindedness’ hands from work,
They call you ‘practitioner of beggary, a diner-out on others.’
If you'rea speaker, you're ‘a drum with nonsense filled,’
If silent, ‘a picture on a bathhouse tile.’

The patiently forbearing they’ll not call ‘men,’

Saying: ‘Such wretches will not lift their heads for fear!’;
But if one’s head be filled with fearsome manly fury,
They flee from him and cry: “What madness here!’
They’ll fault one if he eat but little,

Saying: ‘Perhaps his property will go to keep another!’;
Yet if his food be delicate and fine,

They call him "belly-slave’ and “body-worshipper.’

Let one possessed of property live without great show
(For garnish is scandal to men of discernment},
They’llsmite him hurtfully with tongues like swords:
‘Even to himself the luckless fellow grudges gold!’
Again, if he shall build a palace or portico all painted,
Or make for his own body an elegant robe,

His life at his attackers’ hands he hazards

When they charge that he decorates himself as though a woman.

Ifa pious man has done no travelling,

Those who have will not call him ‘a man’:
‘He who's never left his wife's embrace,

How shall he have merit, judgment, skill?’;

Yet they will lacerate likewise the one who's seen the world:
‘A drifter, he —hisluck's all in reverse;

Ifhe had any part or share of forward-going fortune,

Fate would not drive him thus from town to town!’
Short-sighted men denounce the bachelor,

That earth alone trembles at his lying down and rising;

Yet if he take a wife they say forthright:

‘He's fallen in up to his neck, just like a donkey in the mud!’
No ugly face escapes the cruelty of men,

No beauty’s witness escapes from un-men, ugly-spoken.

[ once possessed a slave in Egypt,

Who for embarrassment would cast his eyes down on his breast;
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With strenuous effort the Tigris can be bounded,

But the malevolent man’s tongue can never be bound.
Seated 1n unison, the soiled-skirted say:

‘This abstinence is deadening, that a mere bait for bread!’
Yet never turn your face aside from serving the Truth,
Never mind if men hold you of no account:

If with His servant the Holy God be satisfied,

What matters it that these be not?

He who's malevolent to menis of truth unaware:

From the turmoil of his character he's no access to the Truth,
The reason why such folk have never come to any place
Is that the first step they took was in pursuit of error.
Two persons to one dictum may apply their ear,

While being as far apart as deviland angelare:

One takes advice, the other umbrage takes

And from carping to advice refuses to pass.

As for the languisher in an obscure corner,

What can he perceive from the world-revealing goblet?
Yet think you not, though you be lion or fox,

That you'll escape from such by manliness or trickery;
Let but a person choose the nook of solitude,

Having no great liking for society,

And they'll reproach him with: ‘Hypocrisy and fraud!
He flees from men as does a demon!’

Or if he's smiling-faced and mixes easily,
They'll reckon him not chaste or abstinent;
A rich man by backbiting they will flay,

Saying: ‘If there’s a Pharaoh in this world it's he!";
Yet if one destitute should weep hot tears,
They'll call him ‘luck-inverted, murky-dayed.’
Let but fortune's favourite lose his footing,

And they will reckon it a blessing, grace of God:

‘How long could such position, arrogance endure?
Unpleasantness must follow what is pleasant!’

Again, if one tight-handed, slender of resource,
Is raised in station by felicity,
They grind their teeth in poisonous hatred of him

And say: 'This worthless age but cherishes those who're base!’
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Day and night he goes amid the deserts and the mountains,
Fleeing society, wearied of mankind,

Fora mind-enchanter’s stolen away his heart,

And his vision’s foot 1s sunk deep in the mud.

Yet when folk's reproof reaches his ear,

He weeps: “How long must you reprove? Pray, silence!
Say not, if  make moan, 1 have not reason,

For my cries from good cause are not remote:

It's not this design that steals my heart from my own hand,
He, rather, steals my heart Who fashioned the design!""’
Hearing which words, that man experienced n affairs,
Aged, well-instructed, mature of judgment,

Said: ‘'Though he may have repute for good,

What yousay would not go with everyone:

The Limner’s indeed was this selfsame design,

Which ravished away the crazy man’s heart;

But why did not a day-old infant carry off his sense,

For who, seeing handiwork, cares whether fully-grown or tiny?
He who's concerned with truth sees just the same in camels
Asin the fair-faced ones of China and Chigil!’

A covering, my every lineisin this book,

Draped o'er the cheek of a heart-enchanter:

Ideas there are, beneath the letters black,

As one beloved 'neath the veil, or moon within the mist;
There's no room for boredom within Sa‘di’s pages,

Since he behind the veil so much of beauty has.

As for me, whose very words illuminate assemblies

(For, hikefire, they have the power to light and burn),

I grieve not at the spasms of my foemen,

Since they're but fevered with this Persian fire!

If in the world there’s one who has escaped the world,

He's one who's shut his door against mankind upon himself;
But none escapes the hand of cruel tongues,

Be he a self-displayer or a worshipper of the Truth,

And though like an angel you fly through the sky,

Some suspicious fellow will still hang on your skirt;
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To him replied a fellow-traveller in the caravan:

"Know you not, then, the Turks' Tight Corner?’

So heavily did hearing this name afflict him,

You might have said he'd caught sight of an enemy;
Harshly he shouted to his black retainer:

‘Ride no further, ass! Fling down our baggage!

I cannot have a barleycorn of intellect or knowledge

If1 go once again through the Turks’ tight corner!’

Close the door, infidel, on the lower-self's lust,

But ifa lover you must be, then take your medicine and bind your head!
When you would educate aslave,

Bring him up in awe of you, that you may profit by him,
For if his lord shall bite his teeth into his lip,

He for himself will cook up notions to be the master!
Alad is needed to be a drawer of water, a caster of bricks:
A slavereared tenderly will prove a pugilist.

A certain class are wont to sit with pleasant boys,
Claiming to be pure-dealers, men of insight;

Take 1t from me, worn out by many days:

The fasting man at table eats regret;

The sheep eats date-stones, but only because
Locks and bonds lie on the date-bales;

The oil-presser’s ox has his head in the straw
Because his rope’s too short to reach the rape-seed.

TALE 131 A demented lover reproved by Hippocrates

A man saw a form, of beauty possessed,

And by love’s frenzy his state was quite transformed;
So much sweat did the poor wretch cast

As dew upon May foliage is found!

Hippocrates, out riding, chanced to pass him by
And asked what had befallen him to make him thus;
Said one: ‘He’s a devout and pious man,

From whose hand fault has never come.
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A man should not indulge his fancy witha rose

Who has a different nightingale at every dawning;

While if at every gathering he makes himself a candle,

Don't hang around him longer ike a moth!

A goodly wife, of pleasant temper, well decked out -

How should she resemble an ignorant upstart-youth?

On her, as onarose-bud, breathe the breath of loyal affection,
For roselike at a smile she'll fall upon your neck;

Not so, that twisted child, all flippant in his beauty,

Whom even stones can't break - as though he were bdellium;
See him not as heart-enchanting, ke the har of Paradise,

For he on the reverse side is ugly as a ghoul;

Though you may kiss his feet, he'll give you no regard:
Though you be dust before him, no gratitude he’llshow you.
Empty your head of brains, of coin your hands,

If you would set your mind on other people’s children:

On other people’s children look not to evil purpose,

Lest your own child thereby come to corruption.

TALE130 Amerchant learns to leave boys alone_,

Once in this city it came to my ears

That a certain merchant had purchased aslave

And on his ‘apple’ nocturnally laid hands,

For he was silvery-chinned and mind-enchanting;
Whatever he could grasp, that pari-countenanced one
Smashed wrathfully upon his master’s pate and brain
(Not everywhere you see a heart-enchanting line
Canyou aspire to put it in your book!);

On this, taking God and His Prophet to witness,

The man vowed never again to meddle in such matters.
It chanced that same week he had to go a journey,
Sore in heart, with bound-up head and lacerated face;
Now as he came within a mile or two of Kaziriin,

He faced a towering stony tract,

And asked the name of this redoubt

(Whoever lives will see many wonders!);
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Whoever bows his neck to take commands

Wili ere long give commands himself;

That child who a teacher’s crueley

Never knows, will surely know the cruelty of fortune.
Yet treat your son kindly, bring him comfort,

That his eye linger not on others’ hands (in hope):
Whoever will not for his children care,

Others will care for them, abusing him;

Keep him protected from evil associates,

Lest they make him luckless and lost like themselves.

TALE 129 A beardless youth refuses 1o join the revellers

One night there was a party in my neighbourhood,
Where all sorts of people were assembled;

And as the minstrel’s note rang out around,

The lovers’ whoops rose up to heaven'’s vault.

There was a youth of pari-countenance, by me beloved,
To whom I'said: ‘Come, pretty toy of mine!

Why will you not join these good companions,

And light our feasting like a candle?’

Whereat I heard the slender-statured lad, of silvery body,
Saying to himself as he went on his way:
‘Having no whiskers in my hand like men,

To sit before men thus - it were not manly.’

Ask for none with blacker record than that catamite
Whose face grows black before he has a downy cheek:
From such a one, thus lacking in respect of self,a man should flee,
For his unmanliness will shed men’s honour.

Where there’s a son who sits among the Qalandars,

Tell the father he may wash his hands of any good for him;
Grieve not for his destruction, ruin:

Better that one disowned should die before his father!

The house-uprooting witness to beauty will make a desolation for you:
Go, cause your house to flourish with a wife;

e e———T———
e s—
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At night you are the upper stone, you rascal, you!
Why should you not be the nether by day?’
Ifyou've derived pleasure from a rose-bush,

It's only fair you bear the burden of its thorns;
When of a tree you constantly eat the fruit,

Bear with it when you suffer its pricks likewise!

When beyond ten a boy's years have passed,
Bid him sit away from strangers:
Fire should not be set to cotton,

For in the batting of an eye your house will be burned down.

If you would have your name endure,

Teach your son prudence and good-judgment;

If he lack breeding and good-judgment amply measured,
You'll die and none will beleft after you!

Many a day in hardship will be spent

By thelad whose father educates him gently;

Bring him up prudent, abstinent:

If youlove him, spoil him not;

While he's still little, scold him and instruct:

Lead him to good by promuses, from evil out of fear.

Yet to the novice kind words, commendation, and applause
Are preferable to a master's reproaches and threats.
Teach him you rear to work with his hands,

Even though, Korah-like, you have your hands on treasure;
Rely not on the affluence that is yours,

For it may be that wealth will not abide on hand;

The purse that silver and gold contains comes to an end,
But the craftsman’s purse is never void;

How do you know that time’s revolving

Will not whirl him about the lands in exile?

But when to a craft he hasan access,

How should he stretch necessity's hand to any?

Know you not whence Sa‘di found all he desired?

Not by traversing deserts, cleaving seas:

When small, he received cuffs from those who were big,
So when he grew big God gave him serenity!
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In courting a wife uniting ignorance with untruthfulness,
No wife you court, but rather calamity to yourself;

Where confidence is breached in the matter of a barley-measure,

Wash your hands completely as regards the corn-bin.

The Truth on His servant has invoked sheer good

When to him his wife is true, both heart and hand,

But when the wife smiles in the face of a stranger,

Tell that man to boast of his manhood no more!

When boldly to the fried meats a wife puts her hand,

Go place your fist freely in her man’s face;

Let the eyes of a wife be blind to strangers:

When she leaves her house, let it be for the tomb;

When you see your wife not steadfast in one place,

No calm you'll find then from prudence or good judgment:
Flee from her hand to the crocodile’s mouth -

Better to die than live in shame!

Cover her face from the stranger’s eye,

But if she will not hear, then which is wife, which husband?
A goodly wife, of pleasant nature, is a trouble and a burden,
But utterly let go the ugly, ill-assorted one.

How aptly two persons spoke the following words

(They being quite confounded at the hands of their wives):
Said one: ‘May none possess an evil wife!’;

The other: ‘May no wives be in the world at all”’

Take a new wife, friend, with every new spring,

For last year’s calendar serves no purpose!

Seeing a man caught up with his wife, '

Make no attack upon him, Sa‘di, strike him not:

You too will see cruelty, bear a burden,

If you once spend the small hours in her embrace

A young man, of his mate’s discordance

Made moan to an elder, and said:

‘A heavy load, at this overbearing adversary's hand
I bear, as though a nether millstone.’

*Your heart,’ said that worthy, ‘on hardship set,
For none at fortitude should be ashamed:
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A goodly wife, obedient and pious,

Will turna poor man to an emperor;

Go! Strike upon your door five times

When you've within your arms a sympathetic helpmeet!
Though you know grief throughout your day, grieve not
When she who will relieve your grief lies nightly in your arms;
When a man’s house flourishes and his bedfellow’s friendly,
God's glance in mercy lies upon him;

Let a wife be modest and fair-faced too -

Her husband’s in heaven at sight of her,

But that man’s taken from this world his heart’s desire
Whose heart’s ease is single-hearted with him;

So long as she be pious and pleasantly spoken,

To beauty or ugliness have no regard:

A pleasant-mannered wife's more soothing than one fair,
For soctability will cover up her faults;

Before one pari-countenanced, but ugly-dispositioned,

The wife of demon aspect, pleasant-natured, will carry off the ball:

Vinegar, from her husband’s hand, she'll take like sweetmeats,
But no sweets will be eaten by her whose face is vinegar-smeared!
A wife well-wishing is heart's ease, no less,

But as for the one who's bad - God grant refuge!

A parrot, with a crow for close companion,

Takes any occasion to quit the cag%p

Set forth at a venture into the world,

Or else on wretchedness set your heart;

To walk with nothing on the feet is better than tight shoes,
And travel's afflictions are better than quarrels in the home;
Better caught up within the judge’s prison

Than staying at home with a brow that’s twisted mto knots!
A journey’s a festival to that lord-and-master

Whose ugly spouse remains in her abode.

Close up on any abode the door of happiness

Whence loudly rises the shouting of a wife;

Beat the wife who's always on her way to market:

Or else, wifelike, you yourself may sit at home;

If a wife to her husband will not give ear,

Then place her collyrium-coloured drawers upon the man!
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The emperor looked with chastisement’s own eye:

*You who stand before me in the form of friend,

Why 1s your mind malevolent towards me?’

Kissing the ground before the throne, the minister replied:
‘Since you've asked, I may not now conceal it:

Emperor of renown, it is my wish

That all mankind may wish you well;

Since, should you die, the promise on my silver would fall due,
For fear of me they wish for your continued kife!

Would you not wish that folk, sincerely and for need alike,
Wish your head green, your hife prolonged?

Men count the prayers of others as a bonus,

Serving as a coat of mail before affliction’s arrows.’

What he now said, that prince found acceptable,

The roses of his face for freshness bloomed again;

Esteem and rank, as erstwhile held by that intendant,

Were magnified the one, and raised the other;

The man malevolent was scolded, castigated,

Suffering remorse for what he’d said.

I've never seen one more adrift than thelayer of information,

Nor one of auspice more depressed or fortune more regressive:

He, out of ignorance and obscurity of mind,

Will cast disagreement between two friends,

But if they once again (in peace) rejoice their hearts,
He lies between them, blind of fortune, put to shame;
Between two persons, tolight a fire

And burn oneself betwixt is no act of intelligence!
That man, like Sa‘di, will taste the savour of solitude
Who from the doings of both worlds restrains his tongue;
But say what you know of profitable words,

Albeit they should meet with no man's approval,
For tomorrow the regretful willsend up a cry:
‘Alas! Why to the truth would I not give my ear?’
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Said he: ‘Brother, silence! Pipe down, do!
Bettet not to know what your enemy has said!’
Those who carry an enemy's message

Aresurely enemies worse than he:

None toa friend will bring an enemy's utterance
Save him who supports the latter in his enmity!
No cruelty can my enemy speak to me

Such as to make my body tremble at the hearing;
But the worse enemy you, for deigning to say:
‘An enemy thus and thus insecret spoke!’

The tale-bearerrefreshes ancient quarrels,
Enraging the good and peaceable man;

Flee that companion, while you can,

Who to a sleeping mischief says ‘Arise!’;

A pit of blackness, with a man therein, leg-bound,
Is better than carrying mischief hither and yon.
Between two bodiesa quarrel's like a fire,

With the luckless tale-bearer serving as woodman!

TALE 128 Faridin and his money-lending vizier—

Faridiin bad a minister, one highly regarded,

Who had enlightened heart and eye far-seeing;

His first consideration was to please the Truth,

And then he heeded what the emperor ordered.

(The ignoble commissioner imposes suffering on mankind
Ostensibly as managing the realm, replenishing the treasury;
Yet one who'llnot observe the Truth’s own aspect,

The Latter by the emperor will hurt inflict upon him!)
One went at early morn before the king,

Saying: ‘May you know daily ease, attainment of desire!
Hear no ulterior motive of me, accept my advice:

This minister’s an enemy to you secretly;

There’s none in thearmy, of high rank or low,

Who has not borrowed silver and gold from him

Against the condition that when the neck-lifting emperor
Shall die, they'll give him back that gold and silver.
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Behind your back, he'll say just what

He said to you concerning others who'd departed;
That man, of all the world, I hold intelligent

Who's busy with himself and heedless of the world.

Three persons, so I've heard, may rightly be disparaged,
While if you pass beyond them toa fourth, that’s wrong:
One is an emperor approving what is blameworthy,

On whose account you see harm lying on men’s hearts;
It is permissible to pass reports of him,

That mankind may be against him on their guard.
Second, no covering spin around the shameless man
Who even rends the veil round his own self;

Preserve him not, good brother, froma pool,

For he to the neck will fallina pit!

Third, is the man of crooked scale, his nature devious:
Tellall you know of hisevil deeds.

TALE 126 The robber and the Sagzi grocer—

I've heard that a robber came in from the desert,

Passing through one of Sistin’s gates;

From thelocal grocer he made a purchase,

Though the poor wretch got no good thereby,

For the grocer robbed him of half-a-farthing;

At this the black-deeded robber raised a roar:

‘At night of my own doings I'm sore afraid,

Yet here's one by daylight knows neither fear nor dread of any!
O God! Burn not the nightly prowler in the Fire

While the man of Sistan sticks folk up by broad day!’

TALE 127 ThemyStic who would rather notknow ...

One toa Siifi said in all sincerity:
‘Know you not what so-and-so says behind your back?’
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When a person’s name comes up in company,

Call him by the fairest name and designation;

If constantly you say that other men are asses,

Do not suppose they'll speak of you as human!

So speak of my conduct in the district round about

That you may say it to my face;

If by a beholder’s eye you're put to shame,

Is not, Ossightless one, the Knower of the Unseen ever present?
Are you not, then, of your own self ashamed

That you have disregarded Him but are ashamed by me?

TALE 125 A darvish advised to vent his spite on the infidel

Some knowers of the Way, firm-footed,
Satinsolitude a while together;

Then one of their number embarked on calumny,
Opening the door to mention of a wretched fellow.

To him one said: 'Colleague of addled dye!

Have you campaigned against the Franks at any time?’
And he: ‘From out my own four walls,

I've never in my life set foot !’

At this spoke that darvish of candid breath:
‘Never I saw one of such reverted fortune:

The infidel sits safe from his assault,

The Muslim can’t escape the cruelty of his tongue!’
How well a madman of Marghaz did speak

A saw to make you bite your teeth into your lips:
‘IfIin ugly fashion ever speak of men,

I'll slander none but my own mother:

Those who by prudence have been nurtured know
That by far the best worship's performed by a mother!’
Whena companion’s gone away, you who possess good-name,
Two things are forbidden to those who're left behind:
One to consume his property in vain pursuits,

The other to speak ill of him.

Whoever speaks dishonourably of others,

Do not expect him to speak well of you;
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TALE 123 The piousman who feSted with a child

AsI'veheard tell, a certain pious man

Once laughed in jesting with a child;

At this, the other pious, dwelling in seclusion,

Fell to picking holes in him;

When, finally, the tale could not remain concealed,

But was reported to that man of insight, he replied:
‘Rend not the veil to shame a colleague, sore distracted:
Jesting is not prohibited, but calumny’s not allowed!’

TALE 124 Thepharisaical devotee_

In childhood I conceived desire of fasting,

Not knowing which was left yet, which was right!

A devotee, alocal pious man,

Taught me to wash my hands and face:
‘Say first “'In God’s Name!"" as practice prescribes;
Second, fix your mind; and third, wash the palms;

Then wash your mouth and nose three times,

Scraping your nostrils with your httle finger;

With forefinger, then, massage the front teeth

(For a toothpick’s forbidden, after noon, when in fast);
Next dash three handfuls of water on the face,

From where the hair grows on the head down to the chin;
Item, wash both arms up to the elbow-joint,

Saying whatever you know in praise of God, and recollection of Him;
[tem, massage your head, then rinse your feet -

And there it is, all finished in the Name of God!

None knows the ritual better than [ do:

See you not the village-elder’s turned decrepit?’

The ancient village-headman heard these words

And lost his temper: ‘O foul person, execrated one!

Did you not callit error to use toothpicks while in fast?
But 1s it right to eat the sons of men when they are dead?
Wash first your mouth from what should not be said:
Then it will be washed free of edibles!’
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TALE 121 Sa'diand ajealous fellow-leGurer

I'was once paid a stipend in the Nizamiya,

For night and day I lectured and reviewed;

One day to the professor I spoke: ‘O prudent sir!

Such and such a colleague’s jealous of me:

When in my discourse I do justice to the inner meaning,
His innards foul are all disturbed!’

That captain of polite learning heard these words,
Then flared up sharply: ‘How remarkable!

You could not approve jealousy from a friend,

But who gave you to understand that calumny was good?
Though he mean-spiritedly takes the road to Hell,
You'll get there by this other road!’

TALE 122 Leave Hajjajto God!

A certain person termed Hajjaj ‘bloodthirsty,
Saying his heart was like a black stone-fragment:

‘No fear has he how mankind sighs for help;

O God! Wrest justice from him for mankind!’
An elder, world-experienced, born long since,
Gave this young lad a piece of old ad vice:

‘Justice from him, for the wretch that he's oppressed,
Will be demanded - likewise from others for hating him!
Withhold your hand from him and from his fate,

For Fate will get the upper-hand of him;

I want no share in his injustice,

Nor can 1 find approvalfor your calumny!’

The hapless man's sins may carry him to Hell

(For he has filled the measure, and the record blackened),
But others run behind him with their calumny,

Lest he should go to Hell alone.

j
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A sharp blade at your neck from an enemy's injustice
Is better than the citizens in ugly mood, the mob in turmoil;
Heknew affliction, spent a day intorture,

And inreluctance took him to a place he owned;

All night he could not sleep for shame, anxiety.

Next day Ta'1, smiling, said:
‘Spill no one's honour, brother, in the neighbourhood,
That fortune spill not yours throughout thecity!
Evil, concerning people good or bad,

Speak not, my generous lad, possessed of prudence,
For you may make a bad man your opponent,

While if he be good, you yourself do bad.

Whoever tells you ‘Such a one is bad,’

You'll notice how in his own coat he picks a hole,

For 'such a one’s” deeds require demonstration,

But this man's evil deed leaps to the eye.

When to speak ill of men you take a breath,

Though you speak true, yet you are bad.

A person in calumny lengthened his tongue,

At which a wise man, head held high, spoke thus to him:
‘Remind me not of others in evil connection:

Make me not suspicious on your own account!

And grant that their dignity be somewhat reduced,
Yet it will not enhance your own position.’

Someone oncesaid (I took it for a jest)

That theft was more appropriate than calumny;

To him I said: ‘Good colleague, of disordered sense,
My ears find such a tale remarkable:

What benefit can you see in dishonest conduct,
That you would rank it higher than calumny?’
‘Surely,” he said, ‘thieves show temerity,

Filling their bellies by the arm of manliness!

But not so the slanderer, unworthy man,

Who blackens the record and thereby gets nothing!’
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Tat your hands forswore

Ever again to meddle around with interference!

Such things will not confront a man

Whosits intelligently at his own business;

From such a nasty situation, this counsel I've derived:
Henceforth to treat as unseen what ['ve seen!’

Restrain your tongue, if you possess intelligence, good-sense:
Speak as does Sa‘di, or silent remain.

TALE 120 Denouncing adrunkard leads to involvement_

Before Da’tad Ta'’t, a man took his seat and said:
‘I'veseen a certain Sifi, flat-out, drunk,
His turban and his shirt with vomit stained,
And a pack of dogs in circle round about him!’
When that auspicious-natured man this tale had heard,
He drew his brows together at the speaker
And for a while grew agitated. Then he said: ‘My friend,
What we need today are compassionate colleagues!
Go, bring him hence from that abominable plight,

. Forit’s both by the Law forbidden and a shame upon his cloth;

Take him upon your back, for drunken men

Do not hold in their hands the bridle of the Way!’

At these words, heart-constricted grew the one who listened,
And sank m thought as might a donkey in the mud:
Both gall, helacked, to disregard the order

And power to take the drunkard on his shoulder;

He writhed awhile, but saw no remedy,

Nor any way to turn his head aside from that command.
Actlength, his loins he girt and willy-nilly on his shoulder
Took him, the whole town round him running riot;
Oneat him thrust: ‘This darvish see!

Hurrah for the pious, puren faith!

See these Safis, having drunken wine

And pledged their ragged habits for a bumper?’

The one he pointed out this way, the other too, and said:
*This one's hung-over, and that one half-drunk!’
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InIndia, once,  went up to a hidden nook,
And what did I see? A black man, long as midwinter-night!

In his embrace a girl lay, like the moon,

Into whose lips he'd sunk his teeth;

(Bilgis afreet, you'd havesaid he was:

In ugliness a very model for the dewvil!)

So tightly he'd taken her within his hold

That you might think ‘The day was covered by the night'!

The ‘admonition to good behaviour’ seized my skirt:

Busybodying became a fire and took firm hold of me;

This way and that, I sought out sticks and stones

And then cried: 'You who fear not God, lacking good-name and honour!’
And so by railing and abuse, by uproar and deterrent,

I, dawnlike, parted white from black:

That baleful cloud from o’er the garden passed,

That egg appeared from underneath the crow!

At my incantation the one of demon-aspect leapt away,

But she of pari-figure by the hand now clung to me:
‘Hypocritical prayer-mat spreader, wearer of the darvish habit,

Man of black deeds, world-buyer, seller of the Faith!

Full many a day my heart’s been gone from out my hand

By reason of this person, my soul on his account in turmotl;

Now, with my raw bonne bouche so nicely cooked,

You from my palate dashit forthallhot!’

Aloud she cried for justice, called for help:
‘Compassion’s overthrown, no mercy's left!

Are no more young men left to render help,

To get mejustice from a man thus senile,

Who, at his age, 1s unashamed

To touch a woman's veil, and she unknown to him?

So did she clamour, held fast to my skire,

While, for dishonour, my head within my collar stayed;

Then, In my mind's ear, my inteligence whispered

To come forth from my clothes, like garlic peeled!

Naked, from the woman I ran thence, therefore
(For better my clothes within her hand thanl!);
Some time thereafter she chanced to pass me by:
‘Know you me?' she said; to her I said: ‘Hands off!
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None has to do with you, so long as you've not spoken;

But when you have, then be prepared to back it up!

Take the case of Sa‘di, who tied his tongue up for a while,

And thus escaped the charge of those who vainly wield their tongues;
3025 That man embraces ease of heart

Who stands aloof from men’s society;

Be prudent, publish not the faults of other men:

Beso concerned with your own faults that others you ignore!

When idle tales are sung, put not your ears to work:

If you see one unveiled, then cover up your gaze!

TALE 118 _Anofficious poStulant breaks up a party

I've heard that at a feast of drunken Turks

A postulant did smash the minstrel's drum and harp;

Forthwith they plucked him harplike by the har,

Those ghulams, and drumlike beat him in the face;
3030 Allnight he slept not for pain of stick and buffeting.

Next day the elder, in instruction, said to him:

‘If you'd not be, asis a drum, torn-faced,

Cast down your head, my lad, hike a harp!’

Dust and turmoll, two persons saw, fighting also -
Shoes scattering, stones in flight!
One, as he saw the trouble, broke away, aside;
One plunged right in - and broke his head!
None s pleasanter than the self-controller,
Having naught to do with any man’s fair or foul;
3035 Eyes and ears were put in your head,
The mouth's the place of utterance, the heart the place of sense,
That you might distinguish what's down from up -
Not that you say the one’s too short, the other overlong.

TALE 119 Leave embracing couples alone !

Thus spoke an elder, of good-sense acceptable
(Pleasantly in the ear sound elders’ words):
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TALE116 Theman who uttered abuse while fighting

A man while quarrelling said what was improper,

And those who stood by tore his collar with their claws;

He suffered cuffs and sat down, naked, weeping,

At which one, world-experienced, said: ‘O worshipper of self!
Had youlike a rose-bud closed up your mouth,

Your shirt, lkea rose, you had not seen torn!’

The hothead speaks words filled with all extravagance,

Like a coreless, loudly-vaunting mandoline.

See you not the tongue is naught but fire,

Which, with a drop of water, you may quench withina breath?
Let a man but have his share of virtue:

That virtue will speak for itself - he need not;

If you lack pure musk, no need tosay so,

While if you have, jt by its smell proclaims itself;

To swear you havea coin of rarest gold

What need? The touchstone will surely tell what it is!

Let a thousand of these cavillers declare

Sa‘dito be unworthy and too free a mixer:

Licence they have to tear my hide,

Since they have no ability to carry off my brain!

TALE 117 Adud’s sick son and the captive nightingale_

‘Adud had a son who once suffered sore,

While patience was remote from the father’s own nature;
To him a pious man, by way of counsel, said:

‘Let go your wild birds from their bonds!’

And so for the morn-chanting birds he smashed the cages
(For who'd in bonds remain when prisons smash?),

But kept, upon the archway to the garden-house,

A celebrated, sweet-toned nightingale.

Theson at early morning hastened to the garden,

And found that bird alone on the archway to the porch;
Smiling, he said: ‘Nightingale, pleasant-breathed!

You by your own utterance linger in the cage!’
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TALE 115 A sage loses his reputation by speaking

A man of goodly habit once there was, a wearer of the ragged habit,
Who silent was, some while, in Egypt;

Wise folk from near and far

Surrounded him like moths, light-seeking.

One night he with himself took thought

How Man is hidden "neath his tongue:
‘If I continue thus to hold my head within me,

How can folk know how knowledgeable [ am?’

Whereat he spoke, and enemy and friend both recognized
That he in all Egypt for stupidity surpassed himself;

His audience dispersed, his business turned illfavoured,

And so he journeyed hence, inscribing on the archway of the mosque:
‘If I had seen myself within the mirror,

I'd not inignorance have torn away the veil;

[ brought forth one so ugly from behind that veil

Since I supposed myself to be fair-faced!’

He who little voices, keeps a voice that's keen,

But when you speak and lose your lustre, take to flight!

Man of good-sense, silence for you

Is solemnity, but for the inept a veil to cover all;

If you arelearned, make not away with your own dignity:
Ifignorant fool, rend not the veilaround you.

Show not too soon your heart's own mind,

For you can show it when you will;

But when one’s secrets are disclosed,

They cannot by any effort be concealed again;

How well does the pen hide the ruler’s secrets,

Speaking only with the knife at its head!

The beasts are silent while Man's the talker,

But better the tongue-tied man than one who's always talking:
One should speak like human beings, sensibly -

Or else, fall silent like the beasts!

The sons of men are known for speech, intelligence:

Be not astupid prater like the parrot;

By speech a man is better than the cattle,

Yet if to the point you do not speak, it’s they who are superior.
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When there at first was but a spring, you did not shut it off:
What use to try, now it’s become a torrent?’

Reveal not to any the secret of your heart,

For such a one to everyone will surely tellit;

Entrust your jewels to those who keep the treasury,
But guard your secrets for yourself!

Words you've not said are still within your hand,

But what's been said may get the upper-hand of you;
Words area demon, trussed up, in the heart’s own pit:
Let him not loose upon the palate or the tongue!

Well may one make way for a fierce male-demon,

But he by trickery cannot be caught again:

Youknow that when a demon’s left his cage,

Back again he’ll come not, for anyone’s incantation.

A child from Rakhsh the halter may remove,

Yet not for a hundred Rustams will he come to the lariat!
Say not that which, should it reach the generality,

Will bring one person'’s being to affliction.

How fair to the ignorant yeoman spoke his wife:
‘Speak with knowledge or do not breathea word!’

Say not what you cannot bear to hear,

For when you've sown barley, wheat you will not reap.
How well a Brahmin coined this adage:
‘Respect for each person proceeds from himself’;

In overmuch play you should not indulge,

Lest you your own value thereby may damage.

If you speak abuse, no blessings you'lL hear:

You only reap what you yourself have sown.

" Speak not, nor step, if you are able,

Beyond right measure or short ofit.

If you are sour, straightway (and sharp!)

The world will take the path of flight from you.
Fall not short-handed, helpless -

Nor altogether to railing and usurpation either!
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2955 Like oysters, those who know the secret’s inner jewel
Open their mouths only on a pear};
The man of many words has stuffed-up ears:
“ Counsel will not take except insilence;
If you at every breath desire to speak,
No sweetness you'll find in anyone’s utterance!
One should not speak when unprepared:
What's not spread out cannot be cut;
Those who reflect onwhat is wrong and right
Are better than ready-answered chewers of thistle-cud!
2960 Speech is perfection in the soul of man:
Make not yourself deficient by what you say;
You'll never see the close-mouthed man embarrassed:
Better a grain of musk than mud piled high!
Beware the ignorant fool who speaks for ten:
Speak like the wise man, once and well-matured;
A hundred arrows you may loose, while every one goes wide:
Be sensible and cast but one —and that one true!
Why willa manin secret say
What turns him paleifit grow public?
2965 Indulge before a wall no great detraction:
Someone behind it may hold his ear attentive,
Your heart’s interior a city of secrets s, tight-closed:
Watch that none may see the city’s gate ajar!
That's why the wise man sews his mouth up -
Because he has seen candles burned by tongues.

TALE 114 Takashand his gossipy ghuldms

Takash a secret told to his ghuldms,

Enjoining them to tellit to no other;

A year it took to come from heart to mouth:

In one day it was spread throughout the world!

2970 At this, Takash incontinent his executioner ordered

To take their heads off with a sword-blade,

But of that company one spoke up and asked for quarter:
‘Kill not your servants when this fault proceeded from yourself!
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Of propriety I speak, good management and character,
Not of horses and playing-fields or polo-sticks and balls!
You share house with your enemy, the lower-self:
Why, then, be caught in conflict with strangers?
2940 Those who the soul’s reins twist aside from what’s forbidden
Surpass in manliness both Rustam and Sim too.
With a stick chastise yourself, as though a child:
Beat not the brains of men with heavy maces!
None will have a care for an enemy Like you,
When you cannot get the better of even yourself.
A city-state, your bodily existence is - full of good and bad:
The ruler’s yourself, with prudence the wise minister;
Clearly the baser sort, neck-elevating,
Within that city are haughtiness and passion and desire;
2945 Acceptance, godliness are men of goodly name, freeborn:
Fancy and lust are highwaymen, cutpurses too -
And if the ruler cares for evil men,
What price the comfort of those who're prudent?
Appetite, greed, hatred, and envy
Arein your veins as blood, as soul within your body,
And if such enemies by you are nurtured,
Their heads they'll turn from your authority and purpose.
Yet fancy and lust have no fight left
When they see the claws of intelligence sharpened:
2950 Do you not see burglars, rabble, and the meaner sort
Frequenting nowhere that the watch frequents?
The chief who never castigates his enemies
Will, likewise, on his enemies’ account, not exercise his chieftainship.
Not much in similar vein I'll say:

A word suffices, if one will apply it!

If, mountain-like, you bring your foot beneath your skirt,
Your head will pass beyond the sky in splendour.

Pull up your tongue, man of much knowledge:

No record will stand against the tongueless one tomorrow!
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Mothlike, turn your back on affection for him,

For the scissors have killed his beauty’s candle!’
Now rose a cry from that firm passion-holder:
‘Soiled-skirted men have feeble loyalty:

My need was for a lad pleasant-natured, fair of face:
His father tell, to cast away his hair was but stupidity!
My very soul is mingled with his in affection,

Not just my mind dependent on a hair!’

Ifyouhavea face that's fair, grieve not,

For hair, though it fall, will grow again:

The vine fresh clusters does not give continuously -
Now it sheds leaves, now fruit it gives;

Great men, like Sol, may plunge behind a vell,
While envious plunge in water as though embers,
Yet the sun emerges from behind the clouds

In time, while embers in the water die!

Fear not the dark, esteeméd friend,

For living water may lie therein.

After commotion, has not the world found rest?
Did not Sa‘di travel till he found his desire?

Though disappointed, in thought your heart consume not:

The night is pregnant, brother, with the day!




CHAPTER 6

173

2910

2915

2920

2925

Ifa mean man falls from place and fortune,

Upright again he’ll come but rarely;

But should you be of precious stock, fret not,

For time in its course will not bring you to nothing:
Though a brickbat be fallen onto the roadway,

Do you not see that none regard it?

Yet if a speck of gold from the shears’ tip

Falls, men with a candle seek it, carefully.

Glass may well be produced from stone,

But what becomes of the mirror, then, beneath the rust?
Qualities esteemed, and excellent, are required,
For place and wealth but come and go.

TALE113 A handsome youth shorn of his locks

I've heard from elders, sweetly spoken,

There was once n this city an aged elder,

‘Who many kings had seen and cycles of authority,

For he had started life in ‘Amr’s time.

A fresh young fruit, this aged tree did hold,

Whose beauty kept the city all a-gossip:

A marvellay In that heart-stealer’s chin-pit,

For apple has never been known to grow on cypress!
From his impertinent manners, his sore abrasion of mankind,
His father judged it glad relief to shave his head;

With razor, then, that man of life long-standing, short of hope,
Whitened the young man’s head like Moses’ hand;

So that iron-hearted one, sharp-tempered as it was,

Its tongue’s blade loosed to blame the lad with pari-cheek;
But for the hair by which his beauty it diminished,

Men laid its head forthwith within its belly.

Like to alyre, the fair-faced lad's head, for embarrassment,
Hung down, the while his hair before him fell.

To one whose mind was wholly given to him

(All upset by his eyes, heart-binding),

A man did say: ‘You have been tried by cruelty and pain;
No more, then, loiter round vain melancholy!
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TALE 112 _Adarvish becomes king and regrets it_

Fora domain-driver, endowed with grandeur,
The sun was about to sink behind the mountains;
Toaholy elder, in those parts, his land he bequeathed,
Having no lieutenant within his own line.
Now when that solitary heard the drum of state,
No mnore he relished solitude’s nook:
2895 Left and right, he took to ranging armies,
Strengthening the hearts of those with heart to fight;
So hard grew his arm, so sharp his claw,
That with battle-seekers to do battle he quested.
Of a people dispersed, a group he once killed,
Yet once more they gﬁthered, in mind and force united;
And so tight in a fortress they confined him
That he ran out of arrows’ rain and stones’;
To a man well-disposed, he sent someone to say:
‘lam in trouble: help me out!
2900 Aid me by your intentions, for swords and arrows
Will not avail in every scuffle!’
The devotee, hearing this, laughed and said:
‘Why could not he eat his half-a-loaf and sleep (in peace)?’
Korah, who worshipped affluence, never knew
That ina corner lies the treasure of security;
Perfection lies in the generous man's soul,
Soif gold he lack - what detriment, what has he to fear?
But think not, though a base man should become a Korah,
That his mean nature changes hue;
2905 A practiser of generosity may find no bread,
Yet he's of wealthy constitution, all the same;
Manly generosity is earth, and capital the seed:
Give, that the root stay not devoid of branches!
Witha God Who makes humanity out of dust,
| I'd wonder how He'd let humane behaviour come to naught; u
Seek not elevation from putting wealth by, '
For stagnant water gives unpleasant smells:
Rather strive to give, for running water
May bring aid from Heaven in its torrent.
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You will not think such words unreasonable:

When you're but content, silver and stone are one!
Inwardly, the infant is innocent of greed,

And so toa fistful of gold aspires as to dust.

Inform the pauper who worships rulers

That the ruler's more wretched than the pauper:

A beggar can be sated with one dirham of silver,

Faridiin but half-sated with all the realm of the Persians:
The custody of realm and empire’s but affliction,

The beggar's an emperor, in name only ‘beggar’;

The beggar on whose mind lies no bond

Is better off than is an emperor ungratified;

The peasant and his spouse sleep pleasantly,

With a relish that the ruler in his palace never knew:
Yet whether it be emperor or botcher of tatters,

When asleep, the night of both is turned to day;

When the torrent of sleep comes and sweeps men away,
What difference, whether ruler on the throne or Kurd upon the plain?
Seeing a wealthy man, his head drunk with magmificence,
Go and give thanks to God, you of hand constricted:
You haveit not, praise God!, within your hand

That from your hand anise the injury of any.

TALE111 Themanwho buslt amodeSt house_

I've heard that a man of heart, a kindly man,

Had made a house to match his height;

To him said one: ‘Tknow you to be able

To make a better house than this.” ‘Enough!’ said he,

*What do I want with raising vaults?

This is enough for me to leave behind!’

Make not your home upon the torrent’s path, my lad,

For such a building none could ever finish;

Nor isit part of knowledge, reason, judgment,

That one ina caravan should make his residence upon the road.
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TALE109 A catlearnscontentment_,

A cat there was in an old crone's house,

One knowing days upturned, and ill-conditioned;
Once to the prince’s guest-hall it betook itself,

And there the rulers’ henchmen shot their arrows at it;
Off, then, it went with blood from bone dripping,
And said as it ran, in terror of its life:

‘If from the marksmen’s power I escape,

It’s me for mice and the old woman's hovel!’

Honey, my soul, 's not worth the bee-sting’s wound,
Better contentment with the syrup that you have.
The Lord by that servant will not be gratified

Who with the Lord’s apportioning is not satisfied.

TALE 110 A solicitous father rebuked by his wife_»

Aninfant having produced some teeth,

Its father lowered his head in thought:

*Whence shall I get it bread and provisions?

Yet it were not manly to leave it without!’

But when that man, resourceless, spoke thus before his consort,
See how manfully the woman spoke to him:

‘Be not terrorized by Satan, while it gives up the ghost!
He Who gives teeth, The Same will give bread;

The Lord of days, youknow, is capable

Of giving daily bread: consume yourself not so!’

The infant’s Limner in the belly

Likewise prescribes the length of life and daily bread;
Alord and master, purchasing aslave

Will keep him: much more the One Who him created!
Have you not the same trust in the Creator

As one who's owned towards his lord and master?

Inancient days, so I've heard tell,
A stone would turn to silver in the hand of saints;
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That wise one, beautifully compoinded, gave
Ananswer fit for engrossing upon the eyes:
‘Maybe you'll not be able to wait for me,

But I can do without the sugar-cane!’

Sugar within its cane cannot be sweetness
When bitter demands come after it.

TALE 107 The Prince of Khotan and the proud ascetic

To a certain man, of mind enlightened,

The prince of Khotan gave a silken scarf;
2850 For joy like a rose-petal, smiling, he burgeoned,

Donned it, kissed his hand, and said:

‘How good to be honoured by Khotan's emperor -

But how much better one’s own patched cloak!’

Ifyou are free, you've but to sleep upon the ground:

Kiss not the ground before any for the sake of splendid carpets!

TALE 108  Stick to your own bread and onions!

A man for his bread had naught but an onion,

Had no provisions like other people.

To him observed a scatterbrain: 'O down-and-out,

Go, fetch a meal from the public-table!
2855 Ask, and have (good fellow!) no alarm of any,

For the shy man wilt know short commons.’

And so his cloak he fastened, bent his arm right readily

At which they tore his cloak and broke his arm!

I've heard that he said, and wept blood the while:

‘My soul, what remedy for damage self-inflicted?

The man caught by desire is but a seeker of affliction:

At least my table was laid with bread and onions!’

The batley-loaf eaten by my own arm’s effort

I'd rather have than finest bread at generous men's tables;
2860 How heart-constricted slept last night that man, unworthy,

Who had his ear alert for others’ tables being served!
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His belly 'twas that pulled his skirt down from the branch!’

The man tight in heart is expansive of gut;
The belly binds the hand and chains the foot,
The belly’s slave but seldom worships God!

From head to foot the locust’s naught but belly, sure enough -

And yet theant, small-bellied, pulls him by theleg!
Go, procurea pure interior,

For the belly can only be really filled with earth.

TaLE105 Thelullful gnostic

A Sifi was dominated by his belly and his genitals,
And spent two dindrs on them both;

One of his friends in private said to him:
*What did you do with both those dindrs?’ He replied:
“With one from my loins I drove the urge,

And with the other spread a table for my belly;

Yet have [ acted unworthily, and foolishly too,

For the one was not filled, nor was the other voided!’
Whether the food be delicate or insipid,

If you obtain it late, you'll relish it;

The prudent man upon the pillow lays his head

Only when sleep compels him in its noose;

Until you find the scope for speech, say naught:
When you can't see the field, then keep the ball;

Go not beyond proportion with a woman:

Not being mad, wield not the sword against yourself!

To stimulate concupiscence, no eagerness being present,
Is but to shed one’s blood, one’s own, with eagerness.

TALE106 _Amysticrefusestobuyoncredit.

One who had sugar-cane upona tray

Hied to left and right in search of customers;

To a man of heart said he, in a corner of the village:
“Takeit and pay when you are able!’
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TALE 103 A man prefers death to humiliation

A man of heart was befallen by fever,

And was told: ‘Ask what's-his-name for sugar!’

Said he: “The bitterness of dying I'd prefer, my boy,

To bearing the cruelty of a sour face!’

The intelligent man will not eat sugar from the hand of one
Who makes a vinegar-face at him for arrogance.

Go not in search of everything your heart may wish:
Guiving the body power will lessen the spirit’s light;

The Soul Imperative abases man:

If you are prudent, you'llnot hold it dear;

If you eat all you may desire,

You'll suffer much that’s undesirable from life’s vicissitudes;
Heating up the belly’s oven time and time again

Willlead to trouble on the day when nothing’s to be had;
In straitened days your face will not shed its complexion,
If you in ample times but keep your entrails strait!

The gluttonous man must bear his belly’s burden,

Andif there's nothing to be had, bears that of care as well;
The belly’s slave you'll often see put out of countenance:
The belly, to my mind, 1s better empty than the heart.

TALE104 A greedyman falls from a date-paln_

What wonder did I bring from Basra - do you know?
A story sweeter than the ripest dates:

Several were we, in the patched cloaks of thejust,

As we passed by the side of a date-plantation;

Now one there was among us, an entrails-packer,

By his gluttony much degraded;

This wretched fellow girt hisloins and climbed a tree,
And thence he tumbled hard upon his neck!

{Not every load of dates can be consumed or carried off:
Hl-fated, ‘sack-belly’ ate and died!)

Up came the village-headman: “Who killed this one?’
Said I: 'Don’t harshly shout at us!
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Why go before a prince with your requests?

When you have put aside desire, you are a prince yourself!
If you're a worshipper of self, then take your belly for a target;

Likewise, the door of every man's house to be your gibla.

TALE102 —Anavariciousman questioned by his little boy

A man extremely avaricious, so I've heard,
One morn right early went before Khwarizmshih;

And seeing him, he bent in two in reverence and straightened up again,

Rubbing his face upon the dust, indeed, before he rose.
To him, said his son: 'Papa mine, fame-seeker!

Let me ask youa problem, and tell me the answer:

Did you not say the gibla was towards Hijaz?

Why do you pray today in this direction?’

Serve not the lower-self that worships lust,

For every hour it has a different gibla;

Brother, set not your hand to do its bidding,

Since anyone who will not comes off scot-free.

Man of good sense, contentment elevates your head:
The head of the avaricious never rises from his shoulder;
Avarice spills out esteem accorded dignity,

Spills out a skirt of pearls to gain two corns of barley:
Since you will drink your fill of the (true) stream's waters,
Why spill esteem’s water for the sake of mere snow?
Will you not relinquish your quest for well-being,

Lest you of necessity may make the round of doors?
Go, master, shorten the arm of desire:

What need have you of full-length sleeves?

He who folds up the scroll of avarice

Need never write to any as “slave and servant'!
Expectancy from every gathering will expel you:
Expelit from yourself, that no one then may you expel.
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For if he wrest the rein from out your hand,
Himself he will kill and shed your blood too!

Eat your provisions, if you be human, in manner measured:
Full-bellied, are you man or vat?

Your innards are the place for food, divine remembrance, breath:
Think you they are for bread alone?

Within a bag of desire, how fits divine remembrance?
Puffed-up people draw breath with difficulty!

Are not the body-cherishers aware

That the full-bowelled man, of Wisdom is devoid?
The eyes and the belly can never be filled:

Better those writhing guts were empty!

Like Hell they are, which (though with fuelit’s sated)
Still cries aloud: ‘Is there yet more to come?’

The Jesus of you dies for leanness,

Yet you're involved in cherishing the ass:

Buy not the world at such a price, you worthless one,
Nor buy the ass with Jesus’ Gospel!

Do you not see that beasts, both wild and tame,

Are castinto the snare merely by greed to eat?
Theleopard, which above all wild things lifts its head,
Falls in the snare for eating’s sake - just like a mouse!
He whose bread and cheese you eat, mouselike -

Into his snare you'll falland eat his arrows too!

TALE101  Thepilgrim's gift returned

A pilgrim gave me anivory comb

(God'’s mercy on the ways of pilgrims!);

But then I heard that once he me had called a dog,

His heart by me in some way being slighted,

The comb threw away, and said: “This bone

T have no need of; call me no moredog!’

Think not that I, consuming vinegar of my own,
Willstand injustice from the one possessed of sweetmeats;
Content yourself, my soul, with but a little,

That ruler and poor man you may see as one;
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That man knows not God, shows no obedience,
‘Who with his luck and daily-bread is not content;
Contentment makes men wealthy:
Inform the greedy one of this, who scours the world!
Acquire of rest a measure, you who lack stability,
For herbage will not grow upon a rolling stone.
Cherish not your body, be you a man of judgment and good-sense,
For when you cherish it you killit;

2770 Wise men are virtue-cherishers,
While the body-cherishers are lean of virtue.
A person can heed humanity's course
Only when he’s silenced the lower-self’s dog:
Eating and sleeping are but the way of beasts -
Persisting therein is the practice of the unwise.
Happy the fortunate man who, in a nook,
Acquires of knowledge a goodly supply;
Those to whom Truth’s secret has been divulged
Will never choose Error in preference thereto;

2775 But when one knows not dark from light,
Demon's aspect, hfiri countenance — both are one, the same!
Yourself you've cast into a pit because
Youknew not pit from highway.
How shall the young falcon fly to heaven’s pinnacle
‘When to his royal feathers you've tied desire’s stone?
But free his skirt from the grasp of concupiscence,
And he'll go right to Sidra of the Ultimate Extreme.
By lessening consumption below one’s habi,
One's person may be made angelic-natured;

2780 But how shalla wild thing’s course attain to angels?
From wet earth to the heavens none can fly:
First you must practise behaviour that’s human,
Then you may think to be angelic-natured!
You're the girth upon a restive colt:
Look lest he twist his head from your authority,
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Surely it’s better, if you're pregnant with a pearl,

That like an oyster you should keep your head in!

If the face of your worship be turned towards God,

It's well enough that Gabriel should not see you.

Sa‘di’s advice will suffice you, my son,

Ifyou'll but heed it like a father’s;

But if you'll not hear our words today,

Let’s hope that tomorrow you'll not have regrets;
2765 And ifa better counsel you must have,

[ know not what may befall you when I am gone!
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Travel the straight road to reach your resting-place:

You're not on the road for loitering’s sake,

Nor like the ox, his eyes by the oil-presser bound,

Who trots till nightfall and at night is where he started!
Whoever from the prayer-niche turns his face aside

Will have his infidelity attested by the neighbourhood:

Yet you too have your back to Mecca while in prayer

Unless you turn the face of need to God.

When a tree’s roots are firmly planted,

Nurture it: one day it will give a load of fruit;

But if sincerity’s root you have not in thesoil,

None, of this fruit so deprived as you will be;

Whoever casts his seed upon the face of rocks,

At harvest-time will not pluck even a barleycorn.

Make not honour shown you the seat of affectation,

For such water has but mire beneath it;

IfIam secretly evil, meanly covered with dust,

What use the water of high esteem upon my doing's face?

It’s easy with bold-faced affectation to sew a habit of patches -
If you can only foist it off on God!

What knows mankind who may be in the clothing?

But the scribe knows what is in the document!

What will a purse of wind weigh where

The scales of equity are found, and justice’ own register?

The hypocrite who showed such careful scruples:

They looked, and lo! he had naught in his purse.

Outside surfaces are made finer than linings,

For the one is concealed while the other's in sight:

With what's insight, however, the great (in soul) have naught to do,
And hence they have linings of China-silk!

If you would have your reputation spread throughout theland,
Dress up your outer-self and let the inside be but padding!
Did not Bayazid say, albeit in jest:
‘Safer am [ with one who disapproves than with my own disciple!"?
Those in authority, and emperors too -

Allare but beggars within this Court:

No man of Idea sets ambition ona beggar,

Nor is it meet to seize the hand of one who's faller.
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His father kissed him on the eyes, his mother on the head,
And almonds-over his head they scattered, gold ikewise!
Now, when one-half the day had passed him by,

A burning befell him for the fire in his bowels;

He said in his heart: ‘If I eat a few morsels,

What can my father or my mother know of what they do not see?”
Whereupon the boy, looking to father and family alone,
Atein secret but publicly finished the fast.

Who knows likewise, if you're not in the bonds of Truth,
Whether you stand in prayer without ritual washing?
Any elder more stupid than an infant s,

Ifhe for mankind's sake is involved in devoutness:

A prayer is but the key of Hell's own doorway

When you prolong it in the eyes of men;

If elsewhere than to Truth your path should go,

Your prayer-mat will be spread within the Fire!

TALE100 Theman who fell from the ladder—

A man of black behaviour tumbled from a ladder;

In the same breath, I'm told, he gave up the ghost!

His son for several days to weeping betook him,

Then began once more to visit his assoclates;

But once in a dream he saw him and asked his condition,
And how he'd survived Gathering and Raising and Interrogation;
Whereat he answered: ‘Son, pray recite to me no stories:
Straight into Hell I fell from off that ladder!’

One of good conduct without external ceremony

Is preferable to the man of good-name all rotten within;
For me, a highwayman noctambulant

Is better than a pious-shirted libertine!

When a man endures trouble at other men's doors,

What reward should God give him at Resurrection Time?
Look not, my lad, for ‘Amr to pay your wages

When you are working in the house of Zaid!

Isay that only he canreach the Friend,

On this road, who sets his face towards Him;
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Devotion, sincere in intention, is good,
But what can derive from a shell without kernel?
2710 Whether the Magian girdle round your waist, or yet the darvish habit -
What matter, if you wear them for the sake of what men think?
Make not, as I've told you, parade of your manhood,
But, once having shown t, be no catamite!
In the measure of what is, one should make show:
Yet he who did not show, but was, was never put to shame.
When o’er a man’s head borrowed robes are ripped,
The old clothes show upon his breast;
If youare short, then fasten on no stilts,
For only in children’s eyes will you seem tall;
2715 Copper, silver-coated, there may be,
But one can spend it only with the uninstructed.
My soul, put not gilt coating ona farthing,
For the Well-Advised Changer will take it for naught:
Those with gold coating will be taken to the Fire,
And there will appear whether copper they, or gold!

What said (don’t you know?) the old gaffer of the mountains
To a man who would not sleep at nights for ostentation?
‘Go, my friend, and wrestle for sincerity,

For you'll get no viaticum from men:

2720 Those who of your doings show approval

Have so far seen naught but the outward design!’

What can aslave, hiri-esque, fetch in value,

Who under her cloak has a leprous form?

One cannot enter Paradise with idle tales,

For there the veil falls back to show your ugly face!

TALEQQ —Achildpretendsto fast

I'veheard that one not yet of age took to fasting:

One day, with a hundred tortures, he got as far as lunch-time;
The usher that day took him not to school,

Being greatly impressed by the small child’s devoutness;
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When fate lifts its hand to have a man’s blood,
Destiny shuts up his sharp-sighted eye;

In a stream where none the shores can descry,
Of no avail's the swimmer’s confident delusion!

TALEQ7 The humble weaver's apprentice_»

How well the brocade-weaver's lad did observe,
When he’d produced phoenixes, elephants, giraffes:
‘No picture from my hand emerges

But first my master up above designed it!’

Whether yours of bad-estate or good a picture be,

It is delineated by the hand of His ordaining;

A sort of crypto-polytheism it s, no less,

Tosay: "Zaid me molested, ‘Amr injured me!’

Forif behest’s own Lord upon you sight bestows,

No more Zaid's picture you will see, nor that of ‘Amr!
I think not, though the servant hold his breath,

That God will through his daily portion draw the pen;
I pray the world's Creator give you release victorious,
For if it's He Himself that binds, who then can know how to release?

TALE 98 The baby-camelto its mother—

A baby-camel once said toits mother,

After they'd journeyed: ‘Sleep a while, do!’

Said she: “Were but the halter inmy hand,

None in the camel-train would see me carrying loads!’
Destiny the ship carries whithersoever it will, -

Even though the pilot rips his clothes where he stands.
Sa‘di, fix not your eye on any person’s hand,

For only the Nurturer Himself bestows;

If you're a worshipper of Truth, doors enough will open to you,
But if He drives you hence, no person wants to see you;
If He shall make you fortunate, then raise aloft your head:
If not, despair’s own head you may well scratch!
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Who to good-fortune can attain by force,
Who by collyrium make a blind eye see?

The doing of good cannot proceed from those whose blood is bad:

It is absurd to hope for needlework from dogs!

Not all the Philosophers of Greece and of Byzantium
Know how to make honey from zagqim;

No wild thing can be expected to turn human:

The effort of nurture is wasted thereon;

Of rust a mirror may be cleaned,

But mirrors are not made from stone;

Roses will not grow from willow-boughs, try how you may,
Nor will a negro turn white at the baths!

Since destiny’s poplar-shaft cannot be turned aside,
Man'’s only shield must be Acceptance.

TALEQG Thevulture and the kite

Thus said a vulture to a kite:

‘No one than I is longer-sighted!’

‘This,’ the kite said, ‘cannot be let pass over:
Come, what see you upon the plain's horizons?’
AsT've heard tell, a whole day's journey's distance
Helooked down from on high, |
And said: ‘I see, if you can but believe t,

One grain of wheat upon the desert lying!’

The kite for wonder could not wait,

And headfirst down they plunged together;

But as the vulture came upon the grain,

Along toil knotted round him tight:

Little he knew that, as heate the grain,

Old fate would cast a snare about his neck!

(Not every oyster-shell with pearls is pregnant:
Even the skilful marksman cannot hit the target every time.)
The kite then said: ‘What good to see that grain,
When for your foeman's snare you had no sight?’
I've heard he replied, his neck tightly bound:
‘Cautionis of no avail ‘gainst what is foreordained!’
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TALEQ4 A father's punishment must be endured

An old man belaboured his son with a stick,

Who said: ‘My father, beat me not in innocence!
'Gainst men's injustice [ may cry to you,

But what recourse when you yourself treat me unjustly?’
Cry to the Just One, man possessed of sense;

But, at the Just One's weighty hand, no cry bring forth!

TALEQS Keeping up with ‘Bakhtyar~

A man of lofty star there was, his name was Bakhtyar;
Mightily well-found was he, of capital possessed;
His house within the beggars’ quarter lay,

His gold like wheat within the bushel-measure;
Both gold and wealth in that locality were his,
The rest close-handed, of retrograde condition.
Now when the poor man sees the rich in comfort,
His heart by neediness’ brand burns more:

A wife assailed her husband without surcease
When nightly he before her empty-handed came:
‘None is so out-of-luck, so poor as you,

And like a wasp you have naught but a sting;
L.earn from our neighbours how true men behave,
Forl, after all, am no whore lightly come-by!
People have gold and silver, property and gear:
Why are you not fortunate like them?’

That lucid-hearted one, all clad in wool,

A cry sent up, from empty innards like a drum:
‘In nothing do I have the hand of power,

Try not with your fist to twist the hand of destiny:
Into my hand free choice was not given

To make myself as Bakhtyar!’

How wella pauper elder in the land of Kish

Said to his ugly-looking consort:

‘Since destiny’s hand has fashioned you thus ugly,
Don’t smear upon that ugly face cosmetics!’
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For better Tatar arrow-heads within the breast
Than the discomfort of incompatible comestibles;
Let but a morsel be contorted in the bowel,

And all the foolish fellow’s life will come to naught!’
It chanced that night the doctor died:

Since that time forty years have lapsed, and still the champion lives!

TALEQ2 A donkey's skull as a scarecrow

A rustic’s donkey died on him:

Its skull he set up for a mark above his garden-vine;

An elder, experienced, passing by,

Laughingly addressed that cultivator of the plain:

‘Suppose not that this jackass (by your father's soul!)

Can fend the evil eye from your plantation;

For he could not fend off the stick from his own head and ears,
And impotent and lacerated did he die!’

What knows the physician to remove a person’s suffering,
Since he himself of suffering needs must die?

TALEQ3 Oneman'sloss ...

I've heard a dinar from a penniless man's grasp

Dud fall, and much the poor wretch sought it,

But turned away at length the head of desperation;
Another, all unlooked-for, found it.

For ill-luck and good-luck both, the pen

Did move while we were still within the womb;

Daily bread is not consumed by force of fist:

Indeed, the forceful-fisted may more tightly rationed be;
Many a resourceful lad has died in hard estate,

While one resourceless carried off security’s own ball!
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In combat-seeking like to Bahrim Gir,

A noose on his shoulder, of wild-ass rawhide.

When the Ardabilisaw that man in ragged felc,

His bow he strung and pulled the string back to his ear;
Fifty poplar-arrows heloosed upon him,

Of which not one shaft pierced the felt;

Indeed, the felt-clad one advanced like Champion Sam,
Caught him in his noose’s crook and carried him away!

To his own camp he bore him and there, at tent-flap,

Hand to neck he bound him, as men do bloody thieves;
Allnight for honour hurt, and shame, he slept not;

Ac early morn, fromin the tent, to him spoke anattendant:
*You who stitch iron with bolts and arrows,

How fell you captive to one dressed in felt?"

I've heard he said, and blood he wept the while:
‘Know you not that none can live on doomsday?

Iam a man who, in technique of cut and thrust,

Might teach to Rustam warfare's customs;

When my luck’s arm was powerfully endowed,

The thickness of a spade seemed me but felt,

But now that no advancement’s in my fist,

Felt to my arrows is no less than spades!’

On doomsday the lance will rip the mailcoat,

Yet will not pass the shirt of one undoomed;

He at whose nape lies the sword of doom's conquest

Is naked, multi-layered though his mailcoat be;

But if fuck assists him and fate backs him up,

A naked man cannot be killed - though with a butcher's cleaver;
No wise man by endeavour carried off his life from doom:
No ignoramus died from merely eating something incompatible.

TALEQ1 The doflor "twas that died

One night, for pains in his side, a champion could not sleep;
A physician resident in that locality declared:
‘Inasmuch as he consumes vine-leaves,

I'll be surprised if he concludes the night;
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Our Arabhorses, asa cloud, we spurred,

And poured down fine-tipped arrows as though rain!

All without warning, the two hosts dashed together:
You might have said that heaven was dashed on earth!
At thearrows’ hail-ike raining-down,

Onevery hand death’s tempest rose!

To catch the combative warriors, leonine,

Nooses opened wide their dragon-mouths;

Earth turned to heaven, so blue the dust,

While swords and helmets flashed therein like stars;
‘When upon the enemy’s mounted troops we came,
Afoot we twisted shield in shield;

With arrow and spear we parted hair -

Yet, empire's fortune lacking, we turned our faces thence!
What force can bring to bear the fist of man's endeavour,
When the arm of success will lend no support?

Not that the swords of valiant men were blunt,

But vengeance from our stars did not come sharply;
None of our army from the combat came forth,

Save with a mail-coat weltering in blood;

And like a hundred grains, together in one ear of wheat,
We fell - each grain to its appointed hiding-place.

But then, unmanfully, we cast loose from each other,
Falling, for all our armour-scales, like fish into a net;
Some there were whose shafts would not piercesilk,
While I'd have said their arrows might stitch up anvils!
Since horoscopic casts from us had turned their faces,
Our shields were naught against fate’s arrows!’

But now hear a telling yet more wonderful,

To show unfortuned effort cannot avail two barleycorns!

TALEQO - An unluckymarksman defeated by felt armour~

A manironisted, in Ardabil,

Could send two-headed arrows through a spade!
One clad in felt came to do battle with him,

A youth world-burning, bellicose:
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2595 By accident it so befell
That I through Iraq chanced to pass oncemore;
One night, as my head was sunk in anxious meditation,
That paragon’s image passed through my heart:
! Salt thereupon renewed my ancient lacerations,
For I at that man's hand had eaten salt.
To see him I betook me Isfahan-wards,
Seeking and asking after him by virtue of affection;
That young man, aged, I saw, by time’s revolvings,
His poplar now a bow, his Judas-tree turned dyer's weed;
2600 His head, for his hait’s snow, was like a hoary mountain,
While water from the snows of age coursed down his face;
Heaven o'er him had gained the hand of power,
Twisting back his manhood’s hand-joint;
Foredoom from his head had expelled deluded pride,
And now the head of impotence was rested on his knees.
I'said to him: ‘O Captain, lion-taker!
What's worn you down this way, as though an aged fox?’
Laughing, he said: *“Why, since the Tatar Wars
I've put from my head my former fighting-spiric:
2605 Isaw the land, for lances, like a reed-bed,
The standards caught therein like fire;
Like smoke, I stirred up combat's dust -
But, lacking empire’s fortune, of what avail is recklessness?
Such I was that whenI madea charge
I'with my spear could from a hand remove a ring:
But now that my star would furnish no support,
They now, ringlike, did compass me about!
Eagerly I took the path of flight,
For only ignorant fools will sharpen claws at fate;
2610 How can the cap and coat of mail support you
When your brightly shining star will not?
If victory’skey’'s not in your hand,
You cannot with your arm smash triumph’s door.
We band of panther-fellers with the strength of elephants,
From men'’s heads to the hooves of beasts encased iniron,
No sooner did we see the other force’s dust,
Than mail we took for clothing and capped ourselves therewith;
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TALE89Q Sa'direvisits an old campaigner~

A comrade I once had in Isfahan,

A warlike man, a bold adventurer;

In constant flow were dyed with blood his hand and dagger,
The foe's heart was, on his account, mere roast-meat on the fire!
No day I saw him but he'd girded on his quiver,

With fire a-leaping from his arrow-tips of steel;

Stout he was of heart, ox-powered to his finger-tips,

And lions grew bewtldered at his fearsome aspect.

~ The practice-arrows, at a challenge, he would loose

So as unfailingly to hit the mark with each;

Never saw I thorn gointo rose

As did his spear-point into shields thick-covered;

No warrior's headpiece with his javelin he'd strike

But helm and head alike he'd mash together!

As when a sparrow fights on days when locusts swarm,

He recked not whether sparrows faced him to be killed or men;
If he had had to charge at Faridiin,

No licence he’d have given him to draw his sword;

Panthers cringed before the violence of his paws,

When he had sunk his claws into the lion’s brains!

He'd seize a seasoned warrior's belt

And, though he were a mountain, pluck him from his place;
When his axe smote a warrior wearing mail,

Through man it passed and struck the saddle hard!

Neither for manliness nor for humanity,

Had any heard throughout the world of man to be his second.
Not for one instant would he loose his hand from me,

So much did he incline to those of upright disposition!

But all without warning, travel from that land did carry me away,
For in those parts was no more daily sustenance for me;

Fate from Iraq to Syria transported me,

And pleasant enough I found my dwelling upon that pure soll;
In brief, some while I there did dwell,

Afflicted and in comfort, in hope and fear,

Until at length my cup of Syria was full

And I was drawn by longing for my home.
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One night, as I was burning cogitation’s oll,
And lighting up therewith the lamp of eloquence,
One of disordered utterance heard my discourse;
He saw naught for it but to say "Wellsaid!’
Though therein he for malice would insinuate some criticism
(A cry must needs arise where there s pain!):
2565  'His thought is eloquent enough, his vision lofty,
To treat the technicalities of abstinence, wild words, and counsels;
But naught he says of darts and maces, heavy clubs,
Those technicalities that put the finishing touch to others!’
Does he not know we have no mind to warfare?
Else, is the scope for utterance not confined:
Itoo can draw the sword-blade of the tongue,
Or through all mundane utterance draw the pen;
Come, let us tilt a little in this wise,
Making the foeman'’s head a balish-weight!

2570 Felicity lies in the Just One’s gift,
Not to be clutched by the forceful man’s arm;
Ifheaven on high will not bestow the empire of good-fortune,
It cannot be roped in by courage;
The ant no hardship for his weakness suffers,
Lions eat not by their claws and force alone.
Since ' gainst the skies our hands cannot be opened wide,
Weare obliged to fit their turning;
Iflife’s prescribed for you unto old age,
Serpent will harm you not, nor sword, nor lion;
2575 But when no share of iving's left to you,
A healing draught will kill you just like poison:
When Rustam ate the last of his days’ ration,
Did not Shaghad reduce his being to the dust?
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Would you have excellence? Then gracious be, for excellent ones like these

Saw none in the whole world as worse than themselves;
Magnificent you'll be in all men's eyes

When you don't take yourself for much:

The great man who accounts himself but lictle

Will bear off greatness’ prize - here and hereafter too!
From this dustbin of ours God's servant's purified
When he becomes dust beneath a lesser person’s foot;
O you who by our dust may pass,

By the dust of men magnificent, I pray you recollect!
If Sa‘di turns to dust, what matters it to him? -

Since he in life as well was only dust:

Helplessly to the dust he gave his body,

Albeit like wind he whirled around the world;

And now, erelong, dust will consume hun,

And once more round the world the wind will take him.

Yet, since there blossomed the rose-garden of Idea,
No nightingale so pleasant spoke therein as he:

A strange thing if a nightingale like this should die,
And have norose grow on his bones!
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TALE87 A kindman tells how he fares after death

A man there was, inaction kindly, pleasant-natured,
Speaking kind to those of evil disposition;
A personsaw himin a dream, when he had passed away;
‘Pray tell,’ said he, ‘how things have gone with you!'
His mouth he opened, smiling as arose,
And gave voice like a nightingale in pleasant tone:
‘No great severity's been shown to me,
Since I to none did use to be severe!’

TALE88 Dha al-INiin prays for ran_

As I'recall, the Nile (that furnisher of draughts unstinting)
One year dispensed no water upon Egypt.

A company betook them to the mountains,

And there for rain began to call with lamentation;

They wept, but no stream at their weeping

Would flow, save that of women's tears.

A person to Dhiial-Niin gave word about their state,
Saying: ‘Mankind is suffering grievously;

Pray for these folk in parlous plight,

For God will not reject the words of one He's accepted!’
Now, as I've heard, Dhii al-Nan then fled to Midran,
And soon thereafter rain began to pour;

Word came to Midian after twenty days

That over thema cloud had wept, black-hearted;
Swiftly the elder undertook return,

For catchments now were filled by vernal torrents.
Later, and privily, a gnostic asked him

What was the purpose of his going thence; said he:
‘I'd heard that birds and ants and all wild things

Suffered privation for the deeds of evil men;

Over this land at length I pondered,

But saw no person more confounded than myself;
Thereforelleft, in case for my own wickedness

The door of Charity might close upon the whole community! !
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The chamberlain would thrust him from the court out of doors,

And he’d be set upon all undeservingly;

They'd say: ‘Henceforth behave not so disgracefully;

It is not mannerly to speak before the great!’

When dealing with one with notions in his head,

Cherish no notion that he'llever hear the truth:

With knowledge he’s disgusted, shamed by exhortation -
For even rain cannot make tulips grow from rocks!

If yours are the pearls of virtue's sea, rise up

And pour them, with admonitions, at the poor man's feet:
Do you not see that from the dust, low fallen though it be,
Roses will grow and newly burgeons spring?

But pour not forth, wise man, your sleeves of pearls
When you see worthies well-filled with themselves!

A maninmen’s eyes will not amount to much

When making much parade of greatness on his own account:
Speak not - let others speak a thousand thanks to you;
But if yourself you say it, look for it not from anyone!

TALE 86 'Umar Sumbles over a beggar—

I've heard there was a beggar ina narrow place,

On whose foot ‘Umar placed his own;

The hapless pauper, knowing not who he was

(For one exasperated knows not enemy from friend),
Flew at him, saying, ‘Are you blind, then?’

At which the just commander, ‘Umar, said to him:
‘Blind I am not, but I did slip

Unwittingly; pray, remit my sin!’

How even-handed were the great ones of the Faith
To deal thus with subordinates!

Much will be made tomorrow of those who cultivate humility,

While the heads of mighty men hang low for embarrassment;
If you're afraid of Reckoning Day,

Remit the slips of those afraid of you;

Oppress not your subordinates with impunity,

For oveér your hand lies a hand likewise!
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If you're what your enemy says, be not annoyed:

If not, tell him to go for a weigher of wind;

If a foolish man declares musk fetid,

You stay composed: he speaks distractedly;

But if the words are uttered about onions,

Then it is so: no need to make a stink about it!

No wise man of enlightened mind will take

From charlatans a spell to bind his enemy’s tongue;

It's not intelligence’ way, or that of judgment or good sense,
That a wise man should buy the trickery of a mountebank;
He who intelligently sits at his work

Will bind the tongue of the ill-intentioned when it would attack him;
Be you so well-conducted that the evil- minded

May find no scope to speak your imperfections!

When an enemy’s words bear hard upon you,

See what he faults in you-and doit not!

None I consider to speak well of me save him

Who lights up for me my own deficiencies.

TALE 8§ Aligracefully accepts correltion.

A person took a problem and laid it before ‘Al

That he perchance might clarify it for him;

That prince, foeman-binding, cbnqueror of realms,

Spoke him an answer based on knowledge and good-judgment.
Now, in that company (I've heard) a person

Spoke out: ‘Not so, Abi al-Hasan, my friend!’

The fame-seeking Lion showed no displeasure with him,

But said: ‘If you know better thanl, say on!’

So he said what he knew, and said as befitted

(Old Sol's spring cannot be covered up with mud);

The emperor of men approved his answer,

Saying: ‘I was in error and heis in theright;

But One exists, more eloquent and knowledgeable than us both,
For no knowledge stands superior to the Knowledge that is His!"
Were this, however, the holder of a high position at the present day,
Assuredly, for pride, he'd pay him no regard:
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TALE83 The drunken fiddler and the ascetic

One, drunken, had a fiddle beneath his arm,

And brokeit one night on a pious man’s head;

When day came, that good and simple man

Brought that stony-hearted one a fist of silver, saying:

‘Last night you were drunk and not responsible for what you did,
And so your fiddle and my head were broken,

But my wound now heals, my alarm’s relieved,

While you'll not recover save by silver!’

This, then, 1s why God's friends are at the head:

Because they take much on their heads from other men!

TALE8 4 The sage of Vakhsh and his critic

I've heard that in the land of Vakhsh

A great man in seclusion’s corner lived concealed;
Stripped to Idea he was, no gnostic by the ragged habit only,
Such as stretch out to men the hand of need;

Felicity a door to him had opened,

Although others’ doors might be shut in his face.

A clever speaker, lacking wisdom, took upon himself
Impudently to say evil of that good man:
‘Beware such imposture, fables and deceit,

Meressitting, demonlike, in Solomon's place!

Such men wash their faces continually like cats,

The while they lust to hunt the local mice;

Ascetic exercise they practise for fame’s sake and delusion,
Just as an empty drum’s sound travels far!’

Thus, as he spoke, some people gathered round him,
Men and women, having their sport of both.

The wise man of Vakhsh, so I've heard, took to weeping:
‘O Lord! Bestow repentance on this slave of yours;

But if he speak the truth, O Master Chaste,

Grant me repentance, that I perish not!

It pleases me to have my critic

Make known tu me my evil disposition.’
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No more I'llafflict him in hardness of heart,
Whenl recall the hardness of clay-labour!’
Hewho has not borne injustice from the great
Has no heart-burning for the weak and lictle;

If you find the words of rulers hard,

Be you not, then, severe towards subordinates;
Wellsaid Bahram the Shah to his vizier:

‘Deal not hard with those who're subject to us!’

TALE82 TFunaid and the dog

I've heard that Junaid in San‘a's desert

Once saw a dog, his hunting-teeth uprooted:

From having claws with the force to seize lions,

He'd been reduced to an old fox's impotence;

And after laying mountain-goats and antelope by the heels,
He'd now endure kickings from the local sheep! .
Junaid, on seeing him wretched, powerless, galled,
Gave him a half-share of his own provisions,

And I've heard that he said, and wept blood the while:
*Who knows, of us two, which may be the better?
Today, in outward seeming, I am better than hes,

But who can tell what Fate may bring down on my head?
If my foot of faith shall not slip from its place,

I on my head may place the crown of God’s forgiveness;
But if | remove the garment of (true) knowledge,

It wants not much to make me less than him, -

For, for all his vile name, the dog when he dies.

Will not be carried off to Hell!’

This is the way, O Sa‘di: men of the Way

Do not regard themselves with reverence;

This 1s their superiority to the Angels,

That they do not think themselves better thandogs! -

N
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To him one said: ‘' Are you not, then, ashamed?

Isit not all a tale of