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In memory of my beloved father
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Ethics of Fathers

Hebrew - Persian (Farsi) - English
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All Israel have a share in the world to come, as it is said: "Your people shall all
be righteous; they shall possess the land forever: they are a plant of my own, the
work of my hands, wherein I may glory." (2)

Rabbi Hananyah ben akashyah said: The Holy One, blessed be he, desired to
purity Israel; hence he gave them a Torah rich in the rules of conduct, as it is said:
"The Lord was pleased, for the sake of {Israel’s| rightcousness, to render the Torah

great and glorious."

1 - Isaiah 42:21. 2 - Isaiah 60:2].
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Chapter I

1 - Moses received the Torah at Sinai and handed it down to Joshua; Joshua to
the elders; the elders to the prophets; and the prophets handed it down to the men
of the Great Assembly. The latter said three things: Be patient in the administration
of justice; develop many students; and make a tence for the Torah.

2 - Simcon the Just was one of the last survivors of the Great Assembly. He used

to say: The world is based on three principles: Torah, worship, and kindliness.
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3 - Antigonus of sokho received the oral tradition from simeon the Just. He used
to say: Be not like servants who serve the master tor the sake of receiving a reward,
but be like servants who serve the master without the expectation of receiving a
reward; and let the fear of Heaven be upon you.

4 - Yosé ben Yo'ezer of Zeredah and Yosé benYohanan of Jerusalem, received
the oral tradition from the preceding. Yosé ben Yo'czer ol Zeredah said: Let your
house be a meeting-place for scholars; sit at their feet in the dust, and drink in their

words thirstingly.
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5 - Yos¢ ben Yohanan of Jerusalem said: Let vour house be wide open [to
strangers|: treat the poor as members of your own lamily: and do not gossip with
women. This has been said even with regard to onc’s own wile, how much more
doces it apply (o another man’s wile. Henee the sages say: Whoever gossips with
women brings harm (o himsclt, for he neglects the study of the Torah and will in the
end inherit Gehinnom.

6 - Joshua ben Perahyah and Nittai of Arbel received the oral tradition trom the
preceding. Joshua ben Perahyah said: Provide voursell with a teacher: get yoursell a

companion: and judge all men favorably.
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7 - Nittai of Arbel said: Keep aloof from a bad neighbor; do not associate with an evil man: and do
not give up the belief in retribution [wickedness will not succeed in the end].

8 - Judah ben Tabbai and Simeon ben shatah received the oral tradition from the preceding. Judah
ben Tabbai said: Do not [as a judge] play the part of a counselor; when the parties in a lawsuit are
standing before you, regard them both as guilty; but when they go away from you, after having
submitted to the judgment, regard them both as innocent.

9 - Simeon ben Shatah said: Examine the witnesses thoroughly; be careful with your words. lest
through them the witnesses learn to give false testimony.

10 - Shemayah and Avtalyon received the oral tradition from the preceding. Shemayah said: Love
work; hate the holding of public office; and do not be intimate with the ruling authorities.
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11 - Avtalyon said: Scholars, be careful with your words! You may incur the penalty of exile and be

banished to a place of evil waters |heretical teachings], and the disciples who follow you into exile are
likely to drink of them and dic [a spiritual death], with the result that the name of Heaven would be
profaned.

12 - Hillel and Shammai received the oral tradition {rom the preceding. Hillel said: Be of the
disciples of Aaron, Joving peace and pursuing peace; be one who loves his fellow men and draws them
ncar to the Torah.

13 - He used to say: He who sceks greater reputation loses his reputation; he who does not
increase his knowledge decreases it; he who does not study deserves death; he who makes unworthy
usc of the crown fof lcarning] shall perish.
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4 - He used to say: 1f [ am not for mysclf, who is for me? If 1 care only for mysclf, what am 17 If
not now, when?
15 - Shammai said: Make your study of the Toruah a regular habit, say little but do much; and
recetve all men cheerfully.
16 - Rabban Gamaliel said: Provide yourself with o teacher and avoid doubt; and do not make a
habit of giving tithes by guesswork.
17 - Simeon his son said: All my lifc [ have heen broughit up among the sages, and 1 have found

nothing better for a person than silence; study is not the most important thing but practice; and
whoever talks too much brings about sin.
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18 - Rabban simeon ben Gamaliel said: The world is established on three

principles: truth, justice, and peace, as it is said: "You shall administer truth, justice
and peace within your gates" I
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Chapter 11

1 - Rabbi [Judah ha-Nasi| said: Which is the right course that a man should
choose for himsclf? One which is creditable to the person adopting it, and on
account of which he gains respect [rom men. Be carelul to perlorm a minor mitzvah
just as well as a major one, lor you do not know the reward lor cach mitzvah.
Balance the loss sustained by the performance of a mifzvah against the reward
secured by its observance. and the profit of a sin against its injury. Consider three
things and you will not come into the grip of sin-know what is above you: a sccing

cye, a hearing car, and a book in which all your deeds are recorded.
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2 - Rabban Gamaliel, the son of Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi, said: It is well to combine
Torah study with some worldly occupation, for the energy taken up by both of them
keeps sin out of one’s mind; all Torah study which is not combined with some trade
must at length fail and occasion sin. Let all who work for the community do so from
a spiritual motive, for then the merit of their fathers will sustain them, and their
righteousness will endure forever. "I credit you with great reward [God says] as if
you accomplished it all."

3 - Be cautious of the ruling authorities, for they belriend a man only for their
own interests; they appear as friends when it is to their own advantage, but they do
not stand by a man when he is in distress.
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4 - e used to say: Do God’s will as you would do your own will, so that he may do your will as if
it were his; sacrifice your will for the sake of his will, so that he may undo the will of others before
yours.

5 - Hillel Said: Do not keep alool from the community; be not sure of yourself till the day of your
death; do not judge your fellow man until you have been in his position; do not say anything which
cannot be understood at once, in the hope that ultimately it will be understood; and do not say: "When
I shall have leisure I shall study,” for you may never have leisure.

6 - He used 1o say: An empty-headed man cannot be sinfearing, nor can an ignorant person be
pious; the bashtul cannot learn. nor can the quick-tempered teach: nor can anyone who is engrossed in
{rade become a scholar: and 10 a place where there are no men. strive o be a man.
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7 - He saw a skull floating on the surface of the water. He said to it: Because you
drowned others, others have drowned you; and those who have drowned you shall
themselves be drowned [measure for measure].

8 - He used to say: The more flesh, the ,ore worms [in thc grave]; the more
property, the more anxiety; the more wives, the more witchcraft; the more female
servants, the more lewdness; the more male servants, the more thievery; but the
more Torah study, the more life; the more schooling, the more wisdom; the more
counsel, the more understanding; the more righteousness, the more peace. One who
has acquired a good name, has acquired it tor himself; one who has acquired tor
himself Torah has acquired for himself the life of the world to come.

9 - Rabban Johanan ben Zakkai received [the Torah] from Hillel and Shammai.
He used to say: If you have studied much of the Torah, claim not merit for yourself,

for to this end were you created.
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10 - Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai had five pre-eminent disciples, namely: Rabbi
Eliczer ben Hyrcanus, Rabbi Joshua ben Hananyah, Rabbi Yosé the Priest, Rabbi
Simeon ben Nethanel, and Rabbi Elazar ben Arakh.

11 - He used to sum up their merits: Eliezer ben Hyrcanus is a cemented cistern
which loses not a drop [retentive memory|, Joshua ben Hananyah-happy is his
mother; Yos¢ the Priest is most pious; Simeon be Nethanel is one who fears sin;

Elazar ben Arakh is like a spring that ever gathers force [creative mind].
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12 - He used to say: If all the sages of Israel were in one scale of the balance, and
Eliezer ben Hyrcanus in the other, he would outweigh them all. Abba Saul,
however, quoted him otherwise: If all the sages of Israel, including Eliezer ben
Hyrcanus, were in one scale of the balance, and Elazar ben Arakh in the other, he
would outweigh them all {originality surpasses retentiveness].

13 - He [Yohanan ben Zakkai] said to them: Go and see which is the best quality
to which a man should cling. Rabbi Eliezer said: A good eye [generosity}; Rabbi
Joshua said: A good friend [friendliness]; Rabbi Yosé said: A good neighbor
[goodwill]; Rabbi Simeon said: One who considers the probable consequenceé
[toresight]; Rabbi Elazar said: A good heart [unselfishness]. Said he to them: I
prefer what Elazar ben Arakh has said to what you have said, because in his words
yours arc included.
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14 - He further said to them: Go and see which is the worst quality a man should
shun. Rabbi Eliezer said: An evil eye [greed]; Rabbi Joshua said: A bad friend
[hatred]; Rabbi Yosé said: A bad neighbor [discord]; Rabbi Simeon said: One who
borrows and does not repay. It is the same whether one borrows from man or from
God, as it is said: "The wicked borrows and repays not, but the righteous deals
graciously and gives."! Rabbi Elazar said: An evil heart [selfishness]. Said he to
them: I prefer what Elazar ben Arakh has said to what you have said, for in his
words yours are included.

1 - Psalm 37:21.
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15 - They each said three things. Rabbi Eliezer said: Let your friend’s honor be as dear to you as
your own; be not easily provoked to anger; repent one day before your death [every day, for you may
die tomorrow]. He further said: Warm yourself by the fire of the scholars, but beware of their glowing
coals [treat them respectfully], lest you burn yourself; for the bite of scholars is as hurtful as that of a
fox, their sting is as deadly as that of a scorpion, their hiss is like that of a serpent, and all their words
are like coals of fire [and should be heeded).

16 - Rabbi Joshua said: The evil ey [greed], the evil impulse and hatred of mankind shorten a
man’s life.

17 - Rabbi Yosé said: Let your friend’s property be as precious to you as your own; give yourself to
studying the Torah, for it does not come to you by inheritance; and et all your deeds be done in the
name of Heaven.
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18 - Rabbi Simeon said: Be careful in reading the Shema and the Shemoneh
Esreh; when you pray, do not regard your prayer as a perfunctory act, but as a plea
for mercy and grace before God, as it is said: "For he is gracious and merciful, slow
to anger, abounding in kindness, and relenting of evil."l Do not be wicked in your
own esteem [lest you set yourself a low standard of conduct].

19 - Rabbi Elazar said: Be eager to study the Torah; know what to answer an
unbeliever; know before whom you toil, who your Employer is, who will pay you the
reward of your labor.

1 - Joel 2:13..
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20 - Rabbi Tarfon said: The day [life] is short; the task is great; the workmen
[human beings] are lazy; the reward is great, and the Master is insistent.

21 - He used to say: You are not called upon to complete the work [of Torah
study], yet you are not free to evade it; if you have studied much Torah, much
reward will be given you-your Employer can be trusted to pay you for your work;

and know that the grant of reward to the righteous will be in the time to come.
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Chapter 111

1 - Akavyah ben Mahalalel said: Reflect on three things and you will not come
into the grip of sin: know whence you came, whither you are going, and before
whom you are destined to give a strict account. Whence you came-from a
malodorous drop; whither you are going-to a place of dust, worms and moths; and
before whom you are destined to give a strict account-before the supreme King, the
Holy One, blessed be he.

2 - Rabbi Hanina, the deputy high-priest, said: Pray for the wellare of the
government, since were it not for the tear of it men would swallow cach other alive.
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3 - Rabbi Hananyah ben Teradyon said: If two sit together and no words of
Torah are spoken between them, they are a session of scoffers, of whom it is said:
"[A good man] does not sit in the company of scoffers."! But when two sit together
and interchange words of the Torah, the shkhinah abides between them, as it is said:
"Then those who revered the Lord spoke to each other, and the Lord listened and
heard, and in his presence a record was written of those who revere the Lord and
respect his name."? Now, this verse refers to two persons; whence do we know that
even if one person engages in the study of the Torah, the Holy One, blessed be he,
determines his reward? It is said: "Though he sits alone in thoughtful meditation, yet
he receives" [the reward]. 3

1 - Psalm 1:1. 72 . Malachi 3:16. 3 . Lamentations 3:28.
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4 - Rabbi Simeon said: If three have eaten at a table and have held no
conversation of Torah, it is as though they had eaten of sacrifices offered to the
dead [idols], as it is said: "For all their tables are full of filth without the presence of
God."4 But if three have eaten at a table and have conversed on Torah, they are as
though they had eaten from the table of God, as it is said: "He said to me: This is

the table which is in the presence of the Lord".5

4 - Isaiah 28:8 5 - Ezekiel 41:22.
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5 - Rabbi Hanina ben Hakinai said: He who is awake at night, or travels alone on
the road, and turns his mind to idle thoughts, commits a deadly sin.

6 - Rabbi Nehunya ben ha-Kanah said: Whoever takes upon himself the yoke of
the Torah will be relieved from the yoke of the government and the yoke of worldly
aflairs [struggle for existence]; whoever divests himself of the yoke of the Torah will

be burdened with the yoke of the government and the yoke of worldly affairs.
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7 - Rabbi Halafta ben Dosa of Kfar Hananya said: When ten pcople sit together and occupy
themselves with the Torah, the Shekhinah abides among them, as it is said: "God stands in the godly
congregation"l Whence do we know that the same applies even to five? It is said: "He has founded his
band upon the earth."2 Whence do we know that the same applics even to three? It is said: "In the
midst of the judges he judges."3 Whence do we know the same applics even to two? It is said: "Then
those who revered the Lord spoke to each other, and the Lord listened and heard."4 Whence do we

know that the same applics even Lo one? Tt is said: "In every place where 1 have my name mentioned |
will come to you and bless you."5

1 -Psaln §2:1. 72 - Amos 9:6. 3 . Psalm 821, 4 - Malucli -1 5 - Ixodus 20:24.
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8 - Rabbi Eleazar of Bartota said: Give to Him of what is His, for you and what
you have is His; and this is also written concerning David (I Chronicles 29, 14): "For
all things come of Thee, and of Thine have we given Thee."

9 - Rabbi Jacob Said: He who travels on the road while reviewing what he has
learnt, and interrupts his study and says: "How fine is that tree, how fair is that
ficld!" Scripture regards him as if he committed a grave sin [study is more important

than the admiration of nature].
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10 - Rabbi Dostai ben Yannai said in the name of Rabbi Meir: Whoever forgets
anything of what he has learned, Scripture regards him as if he committed a grave
sin, for it is said: "Only take care, and watch yourself well that you do not forget the
things which your eyes saw." Now, one might suppose that this applies even to a
person who has forgotten because his study proved too hard for him; it is therefore
explicitly added: "Lest they be removed from your heart all the days of your life."”

Thus, he incurs a grave sin only when he deliberately removes the lessons from his

heart.

7 . Deuteronomy 4.9,
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11 - Rabbi Hanina ben Dosa said: Anyone whose fear of sin precedes his wisdom
[whose moral conduct means more to him -than his learning], his wisdom shall
endure; anyone whose wisdom precedes his fear of sin, his wisdom shall not endure.

12 - He used to say: Anyone whose deeds exceed his wisdom, his wisdom shall
endure; anyone whose wisdom cxcceds his deeds, his wisdom shall not endure.

13 - Hc used to say: Anyone who is liked by his fellow men is liked by God;

anyone who is not liked by his tellow men is not liked by God.
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14 - Rabbi Dosa ben Horkinas said: Morning sleep [late sleeping], wine drinking
at noon, [frivolous] childish talk, and attending the meeting-places of the ignorant
shorten a man’s life.

15 - Rabbi Elazar of Modin said: He who profanes sacred objects, slights the
festivals, puts his fellow man to shame in public, breaks the covenant of our father
Abraham, or misinterprets the Torah-even though he has Torah and good deeds to

his credit-has no share in the world to come.
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16 - Rabbi Ishmael said: Be submissive to a superior and kindly to the young; and
receive all men cheerfully.

17 - Rabbi Akiba said: Jesting and light-headedness lead a man on to lewdness.
The Massorah [the tradition as to the correct text of the Scriptures] is a fence to the
Torah [and preserves its integrity]; tithes form a fence to wealth; vows are a fence [a

help] to self-restraint; a fence to wisdom is silence.
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18 - He used to say: Beloved is man, for he was created in the image of God; it is
by special divine love that he is informed that he was created in the image of God,
as it is said: "For God made man in his own image;"'! Beloved are Israel, for they
were called the children of God,; it is by special divine love that they are informed
that they were called the children of God, as it is said: "You are the children of the
Lord your God."2 Beloved are Israel, for to them was given a precious instrument
[the Torah]; it is by special divine love that they are informed that to them was given
the precious instrument through which the world was created, as it is said: "For I

give you good doctrine; forsake not my Torah."

1 - Genesis 9:6, 2 - Deuteronomy 14:1. 3 . Proverbs 4.7,
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19 - Everything is foreseen [by God], yet freewill is granted [to man]; the world is
ruled with divine goodness, yet all is according to the amount of man’s work.

20 - He used to say: Everything is given on pledge, and a net is spread for all the
living [none can escape divine justice]; the store is open, and the storekeeper [God]
allows credit; the ledger is open, and the hand writes; whoever wishes to borrow may
come and borrow, but the collectors go around regularly every day and exact
payment from man, whether or not he realizes [that he is punished for his sins]; they
have good authority on which they can rely, since the judgment is just; and all is
prepared for the banquet [the reward of the righteous is assured].
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21 - Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryah said: Where there is no Torah, there is no Torah,
there is no proper conduct; where there is no proper conduct, there is no Torah.
Where there is no wisdom, there is no reverence; where there is no reverence, there
is no wisdom. Where there is no knowledge, there is no understanding; where there
is no understanding there is no knowledge. Where there is no bread, there is no

Torah; where there is no Torah, there is no bread.
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22 - He used 1o say: One whose wisdom cxceeds his deeds, to what is he like? To a tree that has
many branches and tew roots, so that when the wind comes, it plucks it up and turns it over, as 1t is
said: "And he shall be tike a lonely tree in the desert, and shall not see the coming of good; he shall
inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, a salt land and uninhabited.”1 But one whose deeds
exceed his wisdom, to what is he like?” To a tree that has few branches and many roots, so that even if
all the winds in the world come and blow upon it, they cannot move it out of its place, as it is said:
"And he shall be like a tree planted by walers, that spreads out its roots beside a streany; it sees not the
coming of heat, and its leaves are ever green; in a ycar of drought it is not troubled, and ceases not to
bear fruit."2

1 - Jeremiah 7.6 2 - Jeremiah 17:8.
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23 - Rabbi Elazar Hisma said: The laws concerning the sacrifices of birds and the
purification of women are essential precepts; astronomy and geometry are the
auxiliaries of wisdom.

Rabbi Hananyah ben akashyah said: The Holy One, blessed be he, desired to
purify Israel; hence he gave them a Torah rich in rules of conduct, as it is said: "The
Lord was pleased, for the sake of [Israel’s] rightcousness, to render the Torah great

and glorious."3

3 - Isaiah 60:21.
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Chapter IV

1 - Ben Zoma said: Who is wise? He who learns from every man, as it is said:
"From all my teachers 1 gained wisdom."! Who is strong? He who subdues his [evil]
impulse, as it is said: "He who is slow to anger is better than a strong man, he who
rules his spirit is better than one who conquers a city."> Who is rich? He who is
content with his lot, as it is said: "When you eat of the toil of your hands, happy shall
you be, and it shall be well with you."3 Happy shall you be in this world; and it shall
be well with you in the world to come. Who is honored? He who honors his
fellow-men, as it is said: "Those who honor me [by honoring man, created in the
image of God] 1 will honor, and those who despise me shall be lightly estecmed."

t - Psalm 116-g9 7 - Proverbs 1127 2 _ Psalm 172 a _ I Samuel 2:30.



o Obaly J gead

79123 (NS MR MENS PN Wik TP IR .2
FT7RY NN 73 MR NN Mg 1an 1w

e ome

MR Y 20, MID D Y

2501 %10 58,878 57 12 R SN iR T N L)
TG 727 77 TR)E 0 TRE O AR T 037 997
oipn 15

b5 b5l o8 il OT r el p il 1) 5 S 87 nl 3 sl 03 30 3 5158 o -

o2 o Gl 5l s Jo b el s el sl ) sl s Sulpl sl 2l oy 2 N

ol Jal 5y 5 by Ol il 2ok 5o S8l Js o Sl Gl ¢ F b Sl et w15 Do

Lo ol s b b g3 g g e 1 0 e Sl e gp g p Sl Lo g (B 5 5l 5 0

goﬁo\x%&\&,%\,d\&@,uﬁa’\,M:.HL.J;@M\,M_r
AL gl 4 e S L B 2 e g Sl S s

2 - Ben Azzai said: Run to perform even a minor mifzvah, and flee from
transgression; for one good deed draws [in its train] another good deed, and one
transgression leads to another; for the reward of a good deed is a good deed, and
the reward of sin is sin [virtue is its own reward, and sin its own penalty].

3 - He used to say: Do not despise any man, and do not consider anything as
impossible; for there is not a man who has not his hour, and there is not a thing that

has not its place.
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4 - Rabbi Levitas of Yavneh said: Be exceedingly humble, since the end of man is
WOrmS.

5 - Rabbi Yohanan ben berokah said: Whoever profanes the name of God
secretly is punished publicly, whether the profanation is committed intentionally or
unintentionally.

6 - Rabbi Ishmaed said: He who learns in order to teach will be granted adequate
means to learn and to teach; but he who learns in order to practise will be granted

adequate means to learn and to teach, to observe and to practice.
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7 - Rabbi Zadok said: Do not keep aloof from the community; do not {as a judge]
play the part of a counselor; do not make of the Torah a crown wherewith to
magnify yourself, nor a spade where with to dig. Hillel used to say: "He who makes
unworthy use of the crown [of the Torah] shall perish." Hence, whoever makes
selfish use of the Torah takes his own lfe.
8 - Rabbi Yosé said: Whoever honors the Torah will himselt be honored by men:
whoever dishonors the Torah will himselt be dishonored by men.
9 . Rabbi Ishmael his son said: He who avoids entering into litigation [and seeks

a triendly settlement] rids himself of hatred, robbery and perjury; he who proudly
lays down decisions is foolish, wicked and arrogant.



el Joad vA

NN I TTING T 1T TI0 O N e
JIDR RD) DORYT Oy, NYT 3520 TR DR 5

iDio MR N D OIPRT 52 IR I 027 K
mowa’? 1Bio gy 1N M ST 530 ;Y MR
*ler:

-1‘7-&;* ,mwm m n‘am: mm mx ‘7: "JD: mw ‘7527 "

M377 2k 15w ima n‘am: ON) ;7702 1277 u*‘mn

e rais

U 51 Soman 5 5| 1 3L S 03 s cren 1
..L‘.‘.fg)\j(_;‘l).—U)b‘_;:-aﬁwu\:.a.’&obﬁ_;Ag\)g}ﬁ-di)cjmjg)‘-tfo)w

Jsi 33 6,855, Wzl ol 5 els) s B0 53 oS ikl 3o 0By gy - 1
33T i wn s oS ol sy b bl wlyil, g slsl SST a g ad wal s 0T ot 4 G e
sl O 8 Sotisbag jpme B S 55 6585,

u._(wJJ‘J)J}c)'bj;.gi\)jJ.:.a;dQ)J{:f@f:QYW\)\:»\{L}@ﬁ:ﬁd)_ 'Y
dopteilyga SV Jyeas ool g (s s Sl o slos Sl b 3, 5 50 S0 2 o9 5
A bl el (padie (6 pan DL s 42

10 - He used to say: do not judge alone, for none may judge alome except One
[God]; do not say [to your co-judges]: "Accept my view," for they [who are in the
majority| are entitled to say that, but not you.

11 - Rabbi Jonathan said: Whoever fulfills the Torah despite poverty shall in the
end fulfill it in the midst of wealth; whoever neglects the Torah in the midst of
wealth shall in the end neglect it on account of poverty.

12 - Rabbi Meir said: Do rather less business and occupy yourself with the Torah;
be humble before all men; if you neglect the Torah, you will have many disturbing
causes in your way; but if you toil in the Torah, God has abundant reward to give
you.
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13 - Rabbi Eliezer ben Jacob said: He who performs one mitzvah gains for
himself one advocate; he who commits one transgression acquires for himself ore
accuser. Repentance and good deeds are as a shield against punishment.

14 - Rabbi Yohanan ha-Sandlar said: Any assembly which is for the sake of
Heaven {for the promotion of a noble purpose] will be of permanent value, but one
which is not for the sake of Heaven will not be of permanent value.

15 - Rabbi Elazar ben Shammua said: Let the honor of your student be as dear to
you as your own, and the honor of your colleaguc be like the reverence due to your
teacher, and the reverence for your teacher be like the reverence for Heaven.
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16 - Rabbi Judah said: Be careful in teaching, for an error in teaching amounts to
intentional sin.

17 - Rabbi Simeon said: There are three crowns: the crown of Torah, the crown
of priesthood, and the crown of royalty; but the crown of a good name excels them
all.

18 - Rabbi Nehorai said: Go as a voluntary exile to a place of Torah, and do not
say that the Torah will seek after you, for it is your fellow students who will make it

your permanent possession; and do not rely on your own understanding.
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19 - Rabbi Yannai said: It is not in our power to explain why the wicked are at
ease, or why the righteous suffer.

20 - Rabbi Mattithyah ben Heresh said: Meet every man with a friendly greeting;
be the tail among lions rather than the head among foxes.

21 - Rabbi Jacob said: This world is like a verstibule before the world to come;
prepare yourself in the vestibule, so that you may enter the banquet hall.

22 - He used to say: One hour spent in repentance and good deeds in this world
is better [more exhilarating] than the whole life of the world to come; yet one hour
of satisfaction in the world to come is better than a whole life of this world.
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23 - Rabbi Simeon be Elazar said: Do not pacify your fellow in the hour of his anger; do not
comfort him while his dead lies before him; do not question him at the time he makes a vow; and do
not try to see him in the hour of his disgrace.

** 24 - Samuel ha-Katan said: "Rejoice not when your enemy falls, and let not your heart exult when
he stumbles; lest the Lord see it and be displeased, and he divert his wrath from him [to you]."1
25 - Elisha ben Avuyah said: If one learns when he is young, to what is it like? To ink written on

new [clean] paper. If one learns when he is old, to what is it like? To ink written on blotted paper.

1 - Proverbs 24:17.18.
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26 - Rabbi Yosé ben Judah of Kfar ha-Bavli said: He who learns from the young,
to what is he like? To one who eats unripe grapes, or drinks [new] wine from his vat.
He who learns from the old, to what is he like? To one who eats ripe grapes, or
drinks old wine.

27 - Rabbi Meir said: Do not look at the flask but at what is contains: a new flask
may be filled with old wine and an old flask may be empty even of new wine [a
man’s age is not a reliable index to his learning].

28 - Rabbi Elazar ha-Kappar said: Envy, lust and vainglory shorten a man’s life.
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29 - He used to say: Those who are born are destined to die; those who are dead
are destined to be brought to life again; and the living are destined to be judged. [It
is for you] to know, proclaim and be sure that he is God. He is the Maker, he the
Creator, he the Discerner, he the Judge, he the Witness, he the Complainant; it is
he who will judge. Blessed be he in whose presence there is no wrongdoing, nor
forgetting, nor partiality, nor taking of bribes. Know that all is according to
reckoning, and let not your imagination persuade you that the grave is a place of
refuge for you. Perforce you were formed and perforce you were born; perforce you
live, perforce you shall die, and perforce you shall have to give a strict account

before the supreme King of kings, the Holy One, blessed be he.
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Chapter V

1 - By ten divine utterances was the world created. Why does the Torah indicate
this? surely the world could have been created by one divine utterance. It means to
emphasize that God will cxact [severe] penalty trom the wicked who destroy the
world which was created by [no less than] ten utterances, and that be will grant a
rich reward to the righteous who maintain the world which was created by ten
utterances.

2 - The ten generations from Adam to Noah [are recorded in Genesis] to make
known how great is God’s patience; for all those generations continued provoking
him, until he [finally] brought upon them the waters of the flood.
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3 - The ten generations from Noah to Abraham [are recorded] to make known
how great is God’s patience; for all those generations continued provoking him,
until our father Abraham Came and received the reward they should all have been
given [had they not forfeited their share). |
4 - With ten trials was our father Abraham tried, and he stood firm in all of them,;
[this 1s recorded] to make known how great was the love of our father Abraham

[towards God].
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5 - Ten miracles were performed for our fathers in Egypt, and ten at the Red Sea
[the plagues did no harm to the Israelites]. Ten plagues did the Holy One, blessed
be he, bring upon the Egyptians in Egypt, and ten at the Sea.

6 - With ten trials did our fathers try the Holy One, blessed be he, in the
wilderness, as it is said: "They have put me to the test ten times now, and have not

obeyed my voice."
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7 - Ten miracles were done for our fathers in the Sanctuary: no woman
miscarried from the scent of the sacrificial meat; the sacrificial meat never became
putrid; no fly was seen in the slaughter-house; no unclean accident éver happened
to the high priest on the Day of Atonement; the rain never extinguished the fire of
the wood-pile [one the altar, which was under the open sky]; the wind did not
prevail against the column of smoke [from the altar-fire, so that the smoke was not
blown downward]; no disqualifying defect was ever found in the Omer [of new
barley, offered on the second day of Passover], or in the two loaves [baked of the
First Fruits of the wheat-harvest and offered up on Pentecost], or in the showbread
[which was changed weekly, on thc Sabbath]; though the people stood closely
pressed together, they found ample space to prostrate themselves; never did a
serpent or scorpion do injury in Jerusalem; and no man cver said to his fellow: "I
have not rcom to lodge overnight in Jerusalem."
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8 - Ten things were created on the eve of Sabbath at twilight, namely: the mouth
of the earth [which engulfed Korah]; the mouth of the well [which supplied the
Israelites with water in the wilderness]; the mouth of the ass [which spoke to
Balaam]; the rainbow [given as a sign after the flood]; the manna [dropped from
heaven]; the rod [of Moses]; the Shamir [employed for splitting stones at the
building of the Temple]; the shape of the written characters; the engraving
instrument; and the tablets of stone. Some include also the demons, the grave of
Moses, and the ram of our father Abraham,; others include also the original tongs,

for tongs can [in human experience] be made only by means of tongs.
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9 - There are seven characteristics of a stupid person, and seven of a wise man.
The wise man does not speak in the presence of one who is greater than he in
wisdom; he does not interrupt the speech of his companion; he is not hasty to
answer; he questions and answers properly, to the point; he speaks on the first point
first, and on the last point last; regarding that which he has not learnt he says: "I
have not learnt"; and he acknowledges the truth. The opposites of these traits are to

be found in a stupid person.
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10 - Seven kinds of punishment come to the world for seven capital
transgressions. When some people give tithes and others do not, there comes a
famine from lack of rain; then some go hungry and others have plenty. If all have
decided not to give tithes, there comes a famine from panic of war and drought; if
they have further resolved not to set apart the dough-cake [for the priest], there

comes a famine of extermination.
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11 - Pestilence comes to the world to inflict those death penalties mentioned in
the Torah, the execution of which is not within the function of a human tribunal,
and for making forbidden use of the harvest of the Sabbatical year. The sword
comes to the world for the suppression [or delay] of justice, and for the perversion
of justice, and on account of those who misinterpret the Torah. Wild beasts come to
the world on account of perjury, and for the profanation of God’s name. Exile
comes to the world on account of idolatry, incest, bloodshed, and for not allowing

the soil to rest in the Sabbatical year.
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12 - At four periods pestilence increases: in the fourth year, in the seventh
[Sabbatical] year, in the year following the Sabbatical year, and at the conclusion of
the Feast of Tabernacles in every year. In the fourth year, for having failed to give
the tithe to the poor which was due in the third year; in the seventh year for having
failed to give the tithe to the poor which was due in the sixth year; in the year
following the Sabbatical year, for having made forbidden use of the harvest of the
Sabbatical year; at the conclusion of the Feast of Tabernacles in every year, for
having robbed the gifts assigned to the poor [in the course of the whole agricultural

year].
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13 - There are four characters among men: He who says: "What is mine is mine,
and what is yours is yours" is the average type, though some say this is a Sodom-type;
he who says: "What is mine is yours, and what is yours is mine" is ignorant; he who
says: "What is mine is yours, and what is yours is yours" is godly; he who says: "What
is yours is mine, and what is mine is mine" is wicked.

14 - There are four kinds of dispositions: Easy to become angry and easy to be
pacified, his loss is compensated by his gain; hard to become angry and hard to be
pacitied, his gain is offset by his loss; hard to become angry and casy to be pacified is .
godly; easy to become angry and hard to be pacilied is wicked.
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15 - There are four types of students: Quick to learn and quick to forget, his gain
is offset by his loss; slow to learn and slow to forget, his loss is compensated by his
gain; quick to learn and slow to forget is the best quality; slow to learn and quick to
forget is the worst quality.

16 - There are four types of donors to charity: He who desires to give but not
that others should give resents the privilege of others; he who desires that others
should give but will not give himself is greedy; he who gives and wishes others to

give is godly; he who will not give and does not wish others to give is wicked.
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17 - There are four types of those who attend school: He who attends and does
not practise [the teachings of the school] secures the reward for attending; he who
practises [leads a good life] but does not attend [to acquire knowledge] secures the
reward for practising; he who attends and practises is godly; he who neither attends
nor practises is wicked.

18 - There are four types of those who sit before scholars: A sponge, a funnel, a
strainer, and a sieve. A sponge absorbs all; a funnel receives at one end and lets out
at the other; a strainer lets out the wine and retains the dregs; a sieve lets out the
flour dust and retains the fine flour.



ay Ohy J gead

283 93T 202 7373 TPOD N 30N O3
N7 1PN D2IWD 202 PN 1272 0N APNY) 20N
FIPRY) 50 TR NITN 3,027 00 ROTY 30N
J02iM T N0 9T ,03772 o

;o mpio oy oWs XY nEPmm 53 .0
NEomR N PN LDRRTD D10 TN DY oYD AN
Y B RPN ) D20 NEom it oy 0w Ny
AmTY 521 mp npbmn i

o (g3 o 513 Slsb SGL b bl (5505 J gl 5 314 (KK 5 (2ess 218
c)\.»\.?QQF\&?.;—.\;J\.M::JK:AL}a_\jv.hg:‘,moTcé)Qﬁj\Ls)g:db&;i\ué,.ﬁpé;u)\:rb:
UL g 3 3315 O i oo dSbe 3 gied s o WL (5 yre J sl (535 & e S

Sslslrs St oo Bbb 4 ams T L bl s (5Lo 5 Jamn & (2SS s s 2 Y
S sles 5 o b S sl b sl gl e 5 0 AL UL s glo ) aoe
..u).gsas‘.lbc.w\.u&:K&bm;c)_ﬁda\aajuj\bdu)déa»

19 - All love which depends on sensual attraction will pass away as soon as the
sensual attraction disappears; but if it is not dependent on sensual attraction, it will
never pass away. Which love was dependent on sensual attraction? The love of
Amnon and Tamar. And which depended on nothing selfish? the love of David and
Jonathan.

20 - Any controversy which is in the name of Heaven [from sincere motive] is
destined to result in something permanent; any controversy which is not in the name
of Heaven will never result in anything permanent. Which controversy was in the
name of Heaven? The controversy between Hillel and Shammai. And which was not

in the name of Heaven? The controversy of Korah and all his company.
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21 - Whoever leads the people to righteousness, no sin shall occur through him;
whoever leads the people to sin shall not be enabled to repent. Moses was righteous
and led the people to righteousness, hence the merit of the people is attributed to
him, as it is said: "He pertormed the justice of the Lord, and his ordinances with
Israel."l Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, sinned and caused others to sin, hence the sin
ol the people is attributed to him, as it is said: "For the sins of Jeroboam which he

sinned and caused Israel Lo sin."2

1 - Deuteronomy 33:21, 2 _ I Kings 15:30.
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22 - Whoever possesses the following three qualities is of the disciples of our father Abraham,;
whoever possesses the opposite three qualities is of the disciples of the wicked Balaam. Those who
belong to the disciples of our father Abraham possess a good eye [generous nature], a humble spirit,
and a modest desire. Those who belong to the disciples of the wicked Balaam possess an evil eye
[grudging nature], a haughty spirit, and an excessive desire [for wealth]. What is the difference between
the disciples of our father Abraham and the disciples of the wicked Balaam? The disciples of our father
abraham enjoy this world and inherit the world to come, as it is said: "Endowing my friends with wealth
I fill their treasures."l But the disciples of the wicked Balaam inherit Gehinnom and descend into the
nethermost pit, as it is said: "Thou, O God, wilt bring them down into the nethermost pit; men of
blood and fraud shall not live out half their days; as for me, I trust in thee."2

1 - Proverbs 8:21. 2 - Psalm 55:24.,
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23 - Judah ben Tema said: Be bold as a leopard, light as an eagle, swift as a deer,
and strong as a lion, to do the will of your Father who is in heaven. He used to say:
The impudent is destined for Gehinnom, but the shamefaced is destined for
paradise.

May it be thy will, Lord our God and God of our fathers, that the Temple be

rebuilt speedily in our days, and grant us a share in thy Torah.
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24 - He used to say: At five years the age is reached for the study of Bible, at ten
for the study of Mishnah, at thirteen for the fulfillment of the commandments, at
fifteen for the study of Talmud, at eighteen for marriage, at twenty for seeking a
livelihood, at thirty for full strength, at forty for understanding, at fifty for giving
counsel; at sixty a man attains old age, at seventy white old age, at eighty rare old
age; at ninety he is bending over the grave; at a hundred he is as if he were already

dead and had passed away from the world.
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25 - Ben Bag-Bag said: Study the Torah again and again, for everything is
contained in it; constantly examine it, grow old and gray over it, and swerve not from
it, for there is nothing more excellent than it.

26 - Ben HE-HE said: according to the effort is the reward. Rabbi Hananyah ben
Akashyah said: The Holy One, blessed be he, desired to purify Israel; hence he gave
them a Torah rich in rules of conduct, as it is said: "The Lord was pleased. for the

sake of [Israel’s] righteousness, to render the Torah great and glorious."!
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1 - Isaiah 42:21.
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Chapter VI

The sages taught [also the following] in the style of the Mishnah; blessed be he
who was pleased with them and their teaching.

1 - Rabbi Meir said: Whoever occupies himself with the study of the Torah for its
own sake merits many things; may more, the whole world is worthwhile for his sake.
Hc is called friend, beloved; he loves God and he loves mankind;-he pleases God
and hc plcases mankind. The Torah invests him with humility and reverence: it
cnables him to become righteous, godly, upright and faithful; it keeps him far from
sin, and draws him near to virtuc. Men arc benctited by him with counsel and sound
wisdom, undcrstanding and strength, as it is said: "Mine are counsel and sound
wisdom:; minc arc rcason and might." It gives him rulc and dominion [personality
that commands obcdicnce] and judging ability. To him the sccrets of the Torah are
revealed: he s made like a fountain, that ever gathers foree, and like a never-failing
strcam. He becomes modest, patient, and forgiving of insults. The Torah makes him

great and raises him above all creatures.
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2 - Rabbi Joshua ben Levi said: Every day a heavenly voice resounds from Mount Horeb,
proclaiming these words: "Woe to the people for their disregard of the Torah!" For whoever does not
occupy himself with the Torah is considered rebuked, as it is said: "Like a golden ring in the snout of a
swine is a fair woman lacking in taste:"1 The Torah says: "The tablets were the work of God, and the
writing was the writing of God, engraved upon the tablets."2 Read not here haruth [meaning
“engraved '] but heruth [which means "freedom ], for none can be considered free except those who
occupy themselves with the study of the Torah. Anyone who occupies himself with the study of the

Torah shall be exalted, as it is said: "Through the [Torah] gift one attains the heritage of God; by the
heritage of God [one is raised] to high places;"3

1 - Proverbs 11:22. 2 - Exodus 32:16. 3 - Psalm 55:14.
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3 - He who learns from his fellow man a single section, a single rule, a single verse, a single
expression, or even a single letter, ought to treat himi with respect; for so we find with David, king of
Israel, who learnt only two things from Ahitophel, and yet regarded him as his master, guide and
intimate friend, as it is said: "You were my equal, my teacher and intimate friend."4 This certainly
presents an argument from minor: if David, king of Israel, who learnt only two things from Ahitophel,
regarded him as his master, guide and intimate friend, how much more ought one who learns from his
companion a section, rule, verse, expression, or even a single letter, to treat him with respect. Honor

implies Torah, as it is said: "The wise shall inherit honor; men of integrity shall attain good fortune."1
Good implies Torah, as it is said: "I give you good doctrine; forsake not my Torah."2

1 - Proverbs 3:3528:10. 2 - Proverbs 42. 4 - Psalm 55:14.
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4 - This is the way of Torah study: eat bread with salt, drink water by measure,
sleep on the bare ground, and live a life of hardship while you toil in the Torah
[study of the Torah is expected even if one is extremely poor]. If you do this, "happy
shall you be and it shall be well with you".3 happy shall you be in this world, and it
shall be well with you in the world to come.

5 - Do not seek greatness for yourself and do not crave honor; let your deeds
exceed your learning; do not desire the table of kings, for your table is greater than
theirs, your crown is more glorious than theirs; your Employer can be trusted to pay
you for your work.

3 - Psalm 128:2.
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6 - The Torah is greater than priesthood or royalty; for royalty is acquired by
virtue of thirty qualifications, and priesthood by twenty-four, while the Torah is
acquired by forty-cight, namely: study, attentive listening, ordered speech [audible
rehearsing|, mental alertness, awe [in the student’s attitude towards his master],
revercnce [for God], humility, cheertulness, ethical purity, attendance on scholars,
close association with colleagues, discussion with students, sedateness, knowledge of
Scriptures and Mishnah, moderation in business, moderation in worldly interests,
moderation in pleasure, moderation in sleep, moderation in conversation,
moderation in merriment, patience, a good heart [unselfishness], intellectual
honesty, uncomplaining acceptance of chastisement, knowing one’s place, being
content with one’s lot, setting a limit to one’s words, claiming no credit for oneself,
being beloved, loving God, loving mankind, loving righteousness, loving equity,
loving reproof, shunning honors, taking no pride in one’s learning, not delighting in
dictating decisions, bearing the yoke with one’s colleague, judging him favorably,
directing him to truth and peace, being composed in one’s study, asking and
answering, listening and adding to one’s knowledge, learning in order to teach,
learning in order to practise, making his teacher wiser, noting with precision what
one has learnt, and reporting a thing in the name of the person who said it. You
may infer that whoever reports a thing in the name of the person who said it brings
deliverance into the world, for it is said: "And Esther told the king in the name of
Mordecai."!

1 - Esther 2:22.
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7 - Great is Torah, for it gives to those who tulfill it life in this world and in the
world to come, as it is said: "For they are life to those who find them, health to all
their flesh." "It shall be health to your body, marrow to your bones." "It is a tree of
life to those who take hold of it; happy are those who support it." "They shall be a
graceful garland for your head, a necklace around your neck.” "It shall place on your
head a graceful garland; a crown of glory shall it bestow on you." "By me your days
shall be multiplied, the years of your life shall be incresed." "Long life is in its tight
hand: in its left hand are riches and honor." "Length of days, years of life and peace,

shall they all to you." "Tts ways are ways of pleasantness, and all its paths are peace."?

2 - Proverbs 1:22: 3:8: 3:18; 1:9; 4:9; 9:11; 3:16; 3:2; 17.
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8 - Rabbi simeon ben Judah said in the name of Rabbi Simeon ben Yohai:
Beauty and strength, wealth and honor, wisdom and age, gray hair and children are
comely to the righteous and comely to the world, as it is said: "Gray hair is a crown
of glory, to be found in the path of righteousness." "The glory of the young men is
their strength, and the beauty of old men is gray hair." "The crown of the wise is
their riches." "Grandchildren are the crown of old men, and fathers are the pride of
their children."! And it says: "The moon shall be confounded and the sun ashamed:
tor the Lord of hosts will be King on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and there shall
be glory betore the elders of his people."?

Rabbi Simeon ben Menasya said: These seven qualitics, which the sages have
enumerated as becoming to the righteous, were all realized in Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi
and his sons.
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9 - Rabbi Yosé ben Kisma, said: I was once walking by the way when a man met
me and greeted me. I returned the greeting. He said to me: "Rabbi, from what place
are you?" I replied: "I come from a great city of sages and scholars." Thereupon he
said to me: "Rabbi, if you would be willing to dwell with us in our place I would give
you a million golden dinars and precious stones and pearls." I replied: "Were you to
give me all the silver and gold and precious stones and pearls in the world, I would
still not live anywhere except in a place of Torah." For thus it is also written in the
Book of Psalms by David, the King of Israel, that "The teaching of Your mouth is
worth more to me than thousands in gold and silver." Furthermore, when a man
dies, neither silver nor gold nor precious stones nor pearls accompany him, but only
the Torah and good works, for it is said: "When you walk it shall lead you; when
you lie down it shall watch over you, and when you awaken it shall address you."
"When you walk, it shall lead you"-in this world. "When you lie down it shall watch
over you" - in the grave. "And when you awaken it shall address you" - in the world

to come. And it is also said: "Mine is the silver and Mine is the gold, says
nINax ‘.~
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10 - Five possessions has the Holy One, blessed be he specifically declared his
own in his world, namely: the Torah, heaven and earth, Abraham, Israel, and the
sanctuary. How do we know this about the Torah? Because it is written: "The Lord
possessed me first of his creation, first of all his works in days of old."! How do we
know this about heaven and earth? Because it is written: "Thus says the Lord: The
heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool; what manner of house would you
build for me, what manner of place as my residence?"? It says also: "How manifold
are thy works, O Lord! In wisdom hast thou made them all; the earth is full of thy
possessions"? How do we know this about Abraham? Because it is written: "And he
blessed him and said: Blessed be Abraham of God Most High, Possessor of heaven
and earth." How do we know this about Israel? Because it is written: "Until thy
people pass over, O Lord; until the people whom thou possessest pass over." It says
also: "As for the holy people who are on earth, they are the nobles in whom is all my
delight."® How do we know this about the sanctuary? Because it is written: "The
place of thy abode which thou, O Lord, hast made; the sanctuary, O Lord, which thy
hands have established."” It says also: "And he brought them to the region of his

sanctuary, to the mountain which his might had acquired;"8

1 - Proverbs §:22. 2 - Isaiah 661. 3 . Psalm 10:24. 4 - Genesis 14:19.
5 - Exodus 15:-16. 6 - Psalm 16:3. 7 - Exodus 15:17. S . Psalm 78:54.
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11 - Whatever the Holy One, blessed be he, created in his world, he created only
tor his glory, as it is said: "Everything that is called by my name, it is for my glory
that I have created it; I have formed it, I have made it."? It says also: "The Lord shall
reign forever and ever."10
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Rabbi Hananyah ben Akashyah said: The Holy One, blessed be he, desired to
purity Israel; hence he gave them a Torah rich in rules of conduct, as it is said: "The
Lord was pleased, for the sake of [Israel’s] righteousness, to render the Torah great
and glorious."t1

Y - Isaiah 43:7. 10 - Exodus 15:18. 11 - Isaiah 42:21. 78:54.
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