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In the Chapter 14, Beheshti elaborates the orderly
arrangement of Dara Shokuh and heir's initial meeting with
Aurangzib and Murad Bakhsh in the battlefield.

15th chapter is about Aurangzib's relationship with Murad
Bakhsh and how Aurangzib breached Murad Bakhsh's trust
when former imprisoned latter's son.

What follows in the 16th chapter is the victorious
Aurangzib's entry into the capital, Delhi and Shahjahanabad.

17th chapter is about the confrontational battle between
Aurangzib and Shah Shuja and success of Aurangzib over his
other brothers.

18th Chapter focuses on Dara Shokuh and his ill fate to exit
from capital when victorious army entered as a result he was
captured and put to death.

Beheshti, even though, was closer to Murad Bakhsh still
has been able to present the set of events unbiased and enticing
to the readers. Beheshti witnessed the trials and tribulations of
Mughal saga and documented each and every episode. This
book is a goldmine of information for future generations. There
is a need to preserve this valuable piece of history as it
chronicles not only the politics of power and the blood bath
that ensues before every succession.

Dr S.K.F. Husaini



Chapter 4 depicts the dispatch of forces to Bengal under the
commandership of Suleiman Shokuh led by Raja Jai Singh.
This chapter also includes the emotional impact on Shahjahan
when his grandchild is sent to take on the rebel prince. Chapter
5 is on the relation between Murad Bakhsh and his minister Ali
Naqi, his own relation with Murad Bakhsh and Shahjahan's
overall concern for his empire.

In chapter 6, he deals in detail the subjugation of Surat port
and the appointment of Taiyab as fort keeper.

7th chapter dwells on the rumor of Shahjahan's death and
events that followed including disgruntling among the brothers
and the aggressive move by Murad as well as the assignment of
Raja Jaswant Singh and Qasim Khan of their launch against the
province of Malwa.

Chapter 8 is about the information of Murad Bakhsh's
declaration of being heir to the throne reaching Dara Shokuh
and Raja Jaswant and Qasim Khan aggressive move against
province of Malwa.

Following chapter is about the agreement reached between
Aurangzib and Murad Bakhsh, launch of an offensive towards
Malwa and the battle at Dipalpur.

10th chapter talks about the brothers getting together and
hatching a conspiracy to eliminate Dara Shokuh.

11th chapter is detailed elaboration of Jaswant Singh's
preparation for battle.

In chapter 12, Beheshti again focuses on the agreement
between Aurangzib and Murad Bakhsh and on Qasim Khan
who was wounded.

Chapter 13 is about Dara Shokuh's declaration that
Shahjahan is alive and the king's appeal to his rebellious sons
to retreat. His appeal failed and as a result he was forced to
send band of force to suppress the rebellion.



misjudgment in taking on Murad Bakhsh and Shah Shuja
together and later to move to confront the formidable
Aurangzib. This was a wrong move as his army got exhausted
and debilitated, whereas Aurangzib got time to strengthen his
men and further consolidate his army. Some efforts of Dara
Shokuh like an effort to create a divide between Murad Bakhsh
and Aurangzib were commendable, yet were unsuccessful by a
cruel twist of fate. Recovery of Shahjahan to an extent led Dara
Shokuh to dispatch a band of force including his son Suleiman
Shokuh under the capable and audacious command of Raja Jai
Singh of Amber to confront Shah Shuja. Two other bands were
sent to recover

Gujarat from Murad Bakhsh and to hold Aurangzib in
check. The first band met Shah Shuja near Benaras. Initial
effort was to dissuade Shah Shuja from marching ahead and
conveying Shahjahan's message that Shah Shuja will be
forgiven. The prince, however, remained adamant and Raja Jai
Singh had to attack and chase Shah Shuja till the border of
Bengal. In the meantime, Aurangzib had consolidated his
position by recruiting FEuropean generals and bought
sophisticated weapons. He joined forces with Murad Bakhsh
near Dipalpur and met Dara's forces at the battlefield of
Dharmat which was fourteen miles away from Ujjain. Dara's
forces were easily subdued and were again defeated at
Samugarh which is ten miles from Agra.

Ashob-e-Hindustan is a well written account divided in
eighteen chapters. Each chapter reveals each phase of this
gruesome struggle for the Mughal throne.

Chapter 1 is a eulogy of the Almighty, the benevolent God
and the last prophet.

Chapter 2 focuses on Murad Bakhsh and the 3rd chapter is
on the prophecy of Khwaja Nasiruddin.



iv

choice that will be able to maintain the integrity of the Mughal
Empire, which Shahjahan and his predecessors established with
much effort. Dara Shokuh was, thus, involved in the Mughal
administration on a regular basis, and while his other brothers
were made governors of provinces in far flung areas to avoid
confrontation. Shah Shuja was granted the province of Bengal,
Murad Bakhsh was conferred the province of Gujarat, and
Province of Deccan was granted to Aurangzib. In the month of
September, 1657 when Shahjahan fell sick all the responsibility
of Mughal administration fell into the hands of Dara Shokuh,
which was disliked by the other brothers. The brothers doubted
the skills as well as the integrity of Shokuh to safeguard the
Mughal Empire with enemies surrounding them. The three
brothers, hence unanimously decided to thwart their father's
wishes and when the rumour of his death spread the Kingdom,
they were galvanized into action and efforts started to acquire
control in their individual hand.

Murad Bakhsh murdered his able minister, Ali Nagqi,
attacked and plundered Surat harbor and proclaimed himself as
the Emperor. He issued coins in his own name in Ahmedabad
and Surat. Shah Shuja, on the other hand, the able general of
Bengal marched along with a large force towards the capital to
seize control. Both rebellious princes were in constant touch
with Aurangzib, who was looking for an appropriate
opportunity for his move. He had a ready band of men who
were brave and waiting for his signal. Aurangzib had enticed
Murad Bakhsh to his side by offering him the grand throne.
This promise was however a strategy to keep the latter at bay
as Aurangzib wanted the throne for him.

Dara Shokuh lacked the experience in the warfront. Many
of his strategies fell flat revealing him as a novice. Aurangzib
on the other hand was a skilled general who had led his army in
many occasions. Dara Shokuh's facilitating nature and
inexperience was further revealed when he made a



Introduction

Mullah Mohammd Beheshti, one of the eminent writers of the
Mughal period, had written the Mathnavi, Ashob-e-Hindustan.
Although born and raised in Shiraz, one of the top education
centers of those times, he migrated to India and settled in the
court of Shahjahan due to lawlessness present in Shiraz. A
learned and a rare genius, he was employed as a tutor of Murad
Bakhsh, one of the son’s of Shahjahan. Murad Bakhsh was
strongly influenced by his tutor who continued to create a
niche in Persian literature. His work has subsequently impacted
the researchers of later times. However, it is ironical that in
spite of his incredible influence this writer has remained
marginalized in the annals of history for a many centuries. In
order to highlight the works of this writer, I have undertaken
the task of editing Mullah Mohammad Beheshti's Ashob-e-
Hindustan, which is the narration of the gruesome war of
succession among the four sons of Shahjahan, Dara Shokuh,
Shah Shuja, Murad Bakhsh, and Aurangzib. Being a tutor, he
had an opportunity of being well-versed in the nitty gritty of
the Mughal court. His account can be considered authentic, in
spite of his association with Murad Bakhsh. His account is
simple, lucid and coherent, a style that makes his readers
spellbound.

As the title suggests, the turbulent time faced by the
Mughal Empire is narrated by Beheshti. All four sons claimed
the throne. Shahjahan made Dara Shokuh, his eldest son, his
heir apparent. The former looks at the latter as the suitable
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