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This citadel may be the oldest part of the Arg. Here could be the
forming core of the Arg of Bam. It dates back several centuries before
Islam. It has gradually been reconstructed and extended along the
history.

Large rocks used in the foundation of the walls of the to citadel, plus
some architectural styles used in four-season building and inside the
towers back up the evidence.

In order to accurately find out about Arg history, some archeological and
architectural studies are being done on the remnants of the buildings. It
should be said that most of the buildings date back to post-Islamic era.
From early Islamic periods to the middle of the thirteenth century A.H.
when the Arg commenced to be deserted.

Arg Bam has been registered as an Iranian national heritage under
Number 519. It has been under repair and reconstruction from 1351
A.H.S. Extensive studies were carried on practically from 1372 A H.S.
In the year 1374 A.H.S. the first great conference on architecture and
urban planning was held in the Arg as one of the major cultural and
historical centers of the country.

HOSEIN TAYARY



In the east side of the Arg, there is a holy place of pilgrimage attributed
to the twelfth Imam ( May god hastens his reappearance). The place,
respected by people, draws many a pilgrims to itself oon a daily basis.
Opposite to the mosque and in the north side of the alley, there stands
Mirza Naeem's religious school which was built in the middle of Qajar
reign by one of Bam's clergymen called Haj Seyed Mohammad whose
tomb is located in the corner of the same school named after his son;
Mirza naeem.

Potable water of the Arg was obtained from wells dug inside the houses.
Additionally, there was a Qanat ( underground aqueduct) known as "
Nahre Shahr"

( stream of the city) which supplied the required water. Qanat water
entered the Arg through a gooseneck siphon which passed underneath
the trench and the wall round the Arg. It would enter the public bath of
the Arg at the first place. Then, It would leave the Arg after passing
through different localities, religious school and cathedral mosque.

At the north side, the passage leading to the ruler residence is covered
and is known as the Jews' passage. At the north side of the residential
quarter and opposite to Jews' passage at the foot of the hill, one could
see the only gate to the ruler residence.

The ruler residence is surrounded by three walls one, inside the other.
The lowest wall is located at the southern side of the hill wherein one
could see military stable and guards' facilities.

In the north side of the stable and on the slope of the hill, another wall
embodies the barrack, house of military commander plus other military
facilities. Inside one of the great towers attached to this wall, there are
traces of a windmill built in the beginning of Qajar reign.

On top of the highest hill, there is a citadel surrounded by high walls,
wherein  one could visit; ruler's house, private bath, four-season
building, sentry's main tower and other governmental remnants. There is
a deep well in the citadel for the supply of the water. The well ha s been
dug all inside rocks. There are two other wells dug all inside rocks in
the barrack and the stable.



citadel. The trench would be full of water in the time of war to defend
the invaders. Walls and towers have been reconstructed and mended
several times in different eras. There is only one entrance gate to the
whole Arg through the outer wall of the south side.

Public residence quarter:

The residence of the public comprises of seven localities of different
sizes. All municipal facilities of a typical traditional Iranian city could
be found here such as: bazaar, circles/squares, cathedral mosque,
religious school, caravansaries, water reservoir, public bath,
Zourkhaneh, ( House of Strength), arcs, local markets and different
vocational shops.

Thr bazaar of Arg starts after the main gate, with all shops at the two
sides and a cross-bazaar in mid-way. The bazaar stretches to the circle of
tekiyeh.

Circle of tekiyeh as the main square of the Arg, was the business
transaction place of the people in ordinary times, while it would turn into
a mourning place for the cause of the martyrdom of Hazrat Imam
Hossein during the the month of Moharram wherein all mourning rituals
and religious theaters were hold.

There was only one main passage from south towards the ruler
residence. There were several other north-south passages parallel to the
main one as well as some east-west passages connecting different
localities of the Arg to each other.

Arg Cathedrak Mosque is located on a east-west passage that would start
from tekiyeh. The mosque is one of the oldest Iranian mosque built
during the first centuries of Islamic era. It has undergone reconstruction
and repair during Seljugs, Safavids, Zands and Qajars dynasties. One
could observe the date;1164 A .H. on the tile mounted on the mosque
portico in north west side.

In the beginning , the mosque used to have a primitive design in the
form of asingle arc. Later on, it was extended to a mosque with three
porticos.



Based on evidences, the life of the city of Bam dates back to
several centuries before the advent of Islam and continues to enjoy
abundant welfare and prosperity until 6™ century AH. There were other
big cities in the area apart from bam such as; Narmasheer, Reegan,
Darzeen and Nessa which gradually vanished due to hardships.

Bam used to possess important textile industries, producing
silk and cotton fabrics well-known throughout Islamic countries.

Arg of Bam;

The term Arg means a very strong citadel. The citadel was
located in the
North-east corner of the old city of Bam. Visitors can still observe
partial traces of the old wall which used to surround the city and is
known as " Shahrbast". This wall is still situated in the north side of the
Arg along with other facilities such as ice-house, city gate (Espikan) etc.

As a magnificent and matchless complex of clay adobe,

Arg of Bam is one of the largest and the most important historical
monuments of I[ran with an area of about 200,000 square meters
distinctly divided into two parts; the ruler quarter and the public quarter.
The ruler quarter is constructed on the highest hilltop in the area with a
height of 50 meters. The public quarter or residential part of the Arg is
situated at the south and west side of the hill where some of the people
of Bam used to live and work until 180 years ago. Later on the Arg
became deserted, therefore as a specimen of an intact traditional Iranian
township it has preserved all its architectural specification and hence one
could easily recognize the application of each building. That is why the
place has always been under the focus of attention of researchers and
lovers of cultural heritage and history.

Among particular features of the Arg, one can mention four citadels, one
inside the other to create such a gigantic architectural complex. The ruler
quarter is thus protected by four walls in its south side.

The first wall which is the main wall as well, is the largest urban
element round the public section of the Arg. In some parts, the wall is up
to 18 meters high and over 6 meters wide. Every 30-40 meters distance,
there are guard towers. There is a trench all around the outer wall of the



In the Name of God

Translation of 5 page article on the city of Bam. Typed on the
letterheads of;

Iranian Cultural Heritage Organization, Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance, Islamic Republic of Iran.
Date: Khordad 23", 1381

Ordered by Mr. Javeed of Kermanology Center as an appendix to
ARGNAMEH book on the history of Bam Citadel.
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BAM

The city of Bam is located 190 km southeast of Kerman. It lays
on a plain situated between Barez mountain ranges and mount Kabudy
on the southwestern rim of the Lut desert. Its latitude is 29 degrees 52
minutes northward, while its longitude is 58 degrees 27 minutes
eastward. Bam's Altitude is 1050 masl. The area of the whole province is
17755 Km2 with a population exceeding 20,000 persons while the
population of Bam; the central city of the province is about 78,000
people.

Climatically, Bam possesses the arid, dry atmosphere of the
desert, yet due to snow-covered, high mountains encircling the area,
abundant, rich Qanats (underground water aqueducts) and aquifers help
develop the agriculture of the region.

The oldest traces of civilization found in Bam are located
around Beedroon hills 10 Kms away from Bam westward. Remains of
"Talle Atashy" (firey hill) in Darestan are situated 30 kms northeast of
Bam. According to archeological studies, the above date back 2 to 4
millennia B.C. therefore, people have started to live in this area for at
least 6000 years.

The city of Bam used to enjoy high strategic importance,
because it was situated in the path of an important international trade
route which connected civilizations of Mesopotamia and West to
civilizations of Sistan and Sihnd valley in India. This route was an
important branch of famous silk route which due to its transactions with
India in the business of spice, \;&Vﬁs known as "spice route".
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