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Introduction

Munsha'at-i-Sulaimani is a work which is unique for certain reasons and perhaps the
most important of them is this that it is an educational text book. No doubt many
other munsha'at (compositions or writings) are also educational but these
compositions are written precisely more educational. The second point is that this
work is short and revisional and this too is because of its educational aspect. In fact,
in this book whatever is required, from the viewpoint of content and apparent shape,
for writing letter is mentioned indirectly and some points are reminded.

Most of the matter about munsha'at is educating of contents, usage of contexts
and of course to some extent the form of writing and apparent aspects. This work, in
respect to outward aspect has not only given the explanations in indication form in
all the sections but from the point of composition and spelling too, has discussed
exactly according to educational standards and the time. Supposedly we know that a
good composition in those days comprises of Persian, Arabic and Turkish words and
this is why the authors of this work have taught the spellings of words in all the
sections and proportionate to the expanse of using each one of these languages and
for instance Persian is more than Arabic and Turkish and Arabic is more than

Turkish, have reminded some points regarding each one of them.



4 Munsha'at-i-Sulaimanit

In the introduction of the book, one can get acquainted with the list of fifteen
chapters of book. These chapters in the munsha 'at section and whatever is related to
their variety, for example compared to what is given in Dastiralkatib, in not much
expanded but the scope of our book from the viewpoint of containing the
generalities required in the knowledge of composition has got special
comprehensiveness.

A considerable part of the book is related to the knowledge of flow of words and
its particular terminology, of course to the extent used in the rule of writing
composition.

Meanwhile, the fifteenth chapter of the book titled "On Spelling" (correct
writing), the rules of eloquence and handwriting has itself allocated one third of the
book and it could be an independent book.

But regarding the author or authors of this work, it should be said that the name
of anyone, in the text, has not been mentioned. Whatever that has been specified in
the introduction is that this book has been compiled on the order of Shah Sulaiman
(rule: 1077 — 1105 A.H.) and by the secretaries of Safavid court's secretariat.

The secretaries were entrusted with the duty of preparing this educational text.
Their important source was their personal experiences and they have utilized the
composition specimens from the heritage available to them for selection. One
example which verifies this fact is the title of the seventh chapter of the book as
following:

Seventh Chapter on the letters of other people who do not know the etiquette of
writings and the titles of Sixth Chapter are also not suitable for them who are poor
people and have used among each other in some way, and are quoted from the
correspondence of noble royal court.

In the title of fourteenth chapter of the book also it is written: Fourteenth Chapter
on the religious writings which are quoted from the correspondence of noble royal

court.
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This book in addition to its main subject which is the knowledge of composition,
and meanwhile it has dealt with the subjects of flow of words, rhetoric and figures of
speech, has also many marginal literary advantages including quotations of many
couplets by different ancient poets and also some couplets by contemporaries. In the
contemporaries' section they are few and along with them there is a mention of the
book on biography of poets by Mirza Ahmad Qumi, the author of Khulasat-al-
Tawarikh. It is natural that the authors of literary history may benefit suitably from
this work. In this very field the detail about the history of handwriting and specially
some of the famous calligraphers of Safavid period should be considered one of the
valuable subjects which instead of being short and educational may contain new
points in the field of the history of calligraphic art and also the acquaintance with the
calligraphers.

The manuscript of Munsha' at-i-Sulaimant is preserved in The Library of Islamic

Consultative Assembly under accession no. 8895.

Rasool Ja'fariyan
13" of Rajab, 1430/15" of the Tir, 1388

Sh.(6/7/2009 A.D.)



