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Glossary

I inf. to water; to temper

n. watering-trough

" adj. lustrous, trenchant

n. pond

n. irrigation

inf. to draw

inf. to array, to arrange; to adorn
n. resting place

inf. to rest, to become quiet

n. greed

adj. mobile
inf. to offend, to molest
n. decency; modesty

n. wrinkle

n. threshold
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n. reconciliation

inf. to be agitated, to rage

n. commotion, disturbance

inf. to macerate, moisten, immerse

n. calamity, plague, pest

inf. to create

inf. to call God’s blessing on somebody or something, to
inf. to fill

n., adj. instructor; instructive

pron., n. that; moment

n. battlefield

inf. to set out

n. fame, reputation

inf. hang, suspend

adj. gentleness

n. manner, custom; decoration
inf. to frown

n. tool(s)

prep. without

n. death

adj., n. astronomer; astrologer
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n., adj. Judas-tree; purple
n. souvenir, gift

cpd. belonging to

inf. to ruin, to impoverish
adv. since long time ago

inf. to go astray, to be deceived
inf. to lose

inf. to destroy

adj. solid, firm, reliable

inf. to increase

n. crown

inf, to freeze; to be depressed
n. incantation, charm

inf. to scatter, to sow

inf. to press, to squeeze

n. partner

adj. thick, erowded, numerous
n. assembly

inf. to hold a meeting

inf. to hold a meeting
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n. advice, counsel
n. motivation
adj. divine

adj. safe, secure
n. portico, palace

n. spit

n. tribute

n. wine

n. audience

n. audience hall
n. rampart

n. fear

n. height

inf. to grow up
n. designation of Rustam’s cuirass

v., impv. stand off! abstain!

inf tn
ALil . v

perform
n. adversity of fortune
adj. wise

inf. to divide

inf. to give, bestow

inf. to recover one’s senses, to regain consciousness



Odgicd :J y:i inf. to dip in blood, to Kkill, to massacre
d.z :u adj. ill-wishing, suspicious
03,5 3 93 inf. to bid farewell
o by adj. fll-natured
J&. & adj. malevolent
slgi & adj. it-natured
Olud  adv. thus
4 n. seed
:'3 n. piety, goodness
,; n. fruit, result; chest
U5l » iInf, to rest
Oial 3 J.a inf. to raise
ol 8l inf. to raise
05,5 L, inf. to erect, establish
w3l inf. to twist; to tolerat
> » adj. standing, existing
(e inf. to spring up
y» n. height
O3j,» inf. to rise (for the sun)

~00 -

/n
S5, n. farmer

A
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n. quarter

inf. to carry off

n. armour for horses

inf. to broil

n. banguet
inf. to put in chains

inf, to come to an end

adj. suitable; deserving

inf. to mobilize

adv. like

n. baggage
adj., n. prisoner

inf. to pitch camp
adj. impatient
n. amber

n. oy-way

adj. fearful

adj. of alert mind, insightful

adj. pious

n. guardian, guard, seniry

n. guard

adj. abiding (by)
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int. to resist
n. status

n. basis, degree

adj. visible

inf. to go out to meet, to receive

inf. to scatter, disperse

adj. inflated, boastful, full ofvanity
n. quarrel

n. to pay, reimburse; to give a finish
adj. of many means, affluent

n. chamberlain

n. serivee

inf. to serve, to worship

n. compasses

inf. to nourish, to foster

n. fairy

adj. distressed, disturbed
adj. fairy-like, beautiful
inf. to wither, to fade

adj., n. searcher; investigator

inf. to approve, to like, to admire
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n. supporter

adj. filthy, evil
adj. filthy, evil
n. son

n. apology, excuse
n., adj. powererful warrior, turer
inf. to run for something

n., adj. powererful warrior, hero
n. messenger

n., adj., old, old man, preceptor

n. ornament

n. disciple, follower

n. turquoise

n. gift

n., adj. forerunner

n. going out to meet someone

n. messenger

n. battle

n. point of arrow

adj., n. of large and might body like an elephant

n. (matrimonial) bond

n. lustre; fortitude



o> U inf. to rush, to invade
456 n. vertex

&8 adj., n. Arab

o0 -
=

o\K3ei n. capital

’
-~ Q- O - @~

03,5 <,¥  Inf. to train, educate

5 55 n. quiver
R S a5 inf. to interpret

»4i . destiny, fate

L-;':;b -x,ib" inf. to depend
59) :L:: n. exXcess
&S n. straitened circumstances, emergency
4493 M. provision
Cawdegs  adj. poor, needy
JK.¢5 n. side, flank
et adj. sharp; swift
36 35 adj. of swift movement
¢S355 adj. of swift movement
055 & n. mountain top
syl n. care, sorrow
LY n. eulogy, praise
9> n. sorcery, magic

Ol adj., n. successor

iy
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adj. everlasting
n. courage

n. executioner
inf. to move

adj. keen on battle
inf. to act indiscretely; to rush things

n. cuirass

inf. to cause to leap
adj. agile

adj. resourceful
adj. fissured

n. agile, quick

n. hide, leather, skin
inf. to taste
inf. to strut

n. meadowland
n. argument

adj. victorious, dominant
adj. skillful

adj. of persuasive tongue
n. wrinkle; China

n. fence, fortification



4k  n. device, strategem

5i& n. thorn, bristle

OIS L n. dust-bin; the world

OL 3 O n. family, household

a -2

N . auspiciousness

-
° - >

diglias  n. lord

o - -

¢Sz n. white-poplar; arrow
ﬁ,\; n. prince, Khedive
(_u;..l ); inf. to strut
555534 inf. to find fault with
o5 J.; inf. tent, pavilion
u;'; 9 J; n. roar
OAé3,~  inf. to roar

3~ n. fur

u~>~ n. chip of wood, straw

9, n. monarch; Chosroes
<wwd 0. brick
S\wKis n. drought

Olis.  n. a tunic worn under armour

C.
VA
y-
=1

. disagreement, diversity

ALY



~ads n. robe of honor

> n. bent
0>, > inf. to bend
¢s adj. cool; happy
5 ;f;t 3= n. dream interpreter
as )S/J ls= inf. to humiliate .

aulei  n. riches

ols=  m. adventure, exploit
Lé Jf:';,tn ls2 n. desirousness, the state of having a request
’ Lg);a >s=  n. stubbornness
#5354 adj. willful, self-centered
o s> 1. food
C.”L uYs* adj. good-natured, gifted
jlsi LGs2  adj. of sweet melodies
0255 42 inf. to get used to

swons adj. headstrong, obstinate

ylsts n. creator

;f;b adj. just
912 n. medicine, drug

r.la n. trap; animal

ssws31>  adj. learned

YY.



41> n. wet-nurse

o -

dead n. vault

5> n. beast

by o] ,5 inf. to hang; to struggle against

-

% »y> inf. to embrace

0~ 0 ~

9~

~& s> adv. one after another

o ~

w=éyS N banner

CpPeay ymis Ay inf. to put into verse
o Ar

s~4y> n. coarseness, violence

=%
s8y> n. royal court

-0 - X o -

;=248 55 inf. to pass away

~ 0 ° -

Ol yo inf. to become helpless or distressed

- 0~-"0 -

Ods3ys85>  inf. to travel (over)

- o - e o -

Q:,.«i{; »% > to break up, to rout

~oX 6 4

oyed 29y Inf. to greeb
-

O>3y> inf. to reap

x3)S 1. regret

3> n. fortress, castle
sz~)> 1. executioner

. > adj. angry, distressed

XY\
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>,2wd N larceny; raid

o0 -

SN n. help

3> n. minister

o »

rl;;:.s n. insult, word of abuse

p! )Y.E n. sweetheart

4335 adj. daring, brave

R

05,5 u: x> inf. to make amends or encourage by kind words or deeds
Os2)>  adj. heart-sore
O1, K> adj. heavy-hearted

¢> n. breath; moment; edge; choky air

-0 - -

03yl s> inf. to take complete vengeance

Ols>  adj. blowing; furious

- B

g3 adv. incessantly
4.3 n. vapour

‘_llj.; n. strap, belt

s> n. to be bent; folded

733> n. hell
U“9> N, previous night
Oleds s n, watchman, look-out man
o2 adj. ancient
52 n. demon

sl adj. liberal, brave

Yyy



suesly . joy; rest
)i:’:..e fy adj. minstrel
ytenly adj. easy-paced

ey 3¢y n. mammer and custom

«!; n. opinion, counsel
ediiuy  adj. shining
03,5 as ; Inf. penetrate
>Lwy n. resurrection
&K=y n. deliverance, salvation
ey Inf. to escape
(ywy inf. to grow
O:‘z), inf. to spin
g;c.c-)’ n. subject

—3 ; 1. rider

4y 1. herd

JA.y Inf. to turn away, be scared

adj. allowable, permissible; effective
Ols; n. soul

b9y n. river; a musical instrument
3y>3) adv. face to face

4iy9y M. opening

Od2xy S3y iInf. to turn away

Yyyw
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adj. brazen-bodied

n. prosperity, splendor, flourish

inf. to release

inf. to lead
n. birthplace

n. weeping, lamentation
adj. humble, weak, abject
n. a striking; wound

n. to strike; to mould

adj. brocaded

adj. adorned with gold

n. saffron

n. category

n. protection; beware!

n. boat

n. cord
n. gall-bladder; courage
adj. seemly

n. armour for a war steed

n. ornament

adj. deep
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adj. shabby; huge
n. javelin
inf. to prepare

adj. old
n. equipment; order; boundary
adj. grateful

n. wild rue

n. army-commander

n. sphere

n. praise

adj. oppressor, cruel

n. quadruped

n. quarrel

n. word; poetry, literature
n. residence

n. harem tent-enclosure
adj. confused; headiong
inf. to honour

inf. to disobey

adj. disobedient

adj. displeased, in an angry mood

adj. feeble, weak



-0t o -~

AR

inf. to revile

adj. seemly tall

n. sable

n. spear

n. cymbal

n. squirrel

n. a place full of rocks, stony place
n. lamentation, mourning

adj. dreadful, formidable

adj. dreadful
adj. straight
n. lynx

n. branch

adj. happy

n. night, evening

adj. royal, magnificient

n. falcon

adj. worthy, desrving

n. harem

n. surprise attack by night
n. single spark

inf. to be aflaine



o= lad  adj. curative, healing

@&d  n. evening twilight
42 n. hunt; game

u:;liw inf. to split, cut open

‘U!J.ioc"; n. (sign of) gratitude

4u4SCs  adj. opened

3350 @54 adj. gluttonous
a\g::i{s n. suffering, torture

ssN&  n. grandeur, magnificence, awe
3% n. enthusiasm

O4yys<  inf. to rebel
s N, eagerness

sbye<é n. sovereign

< N trumpet

s i adj. like a lion

ss< M. method, manner
O3 4g4  inf. to neigh
d}}’ n., adj. rising; horoscope; lucky star; destiny
o, n. joy, merriment
4eszb n. prey, bait, food

4N n. vanguard

YYy



r,“llo n. talisman

b n. victory
GL; n. ivory
& N. compound perfume

wlze n. reproof

3 )5'} s inf. to set out, to decide

Jses n. pillar; mace, club
Olse n. rein, bridle

& Ole  adj. skilled in horsemanship

& N. ambergris
>s¢ n. aloes-wood; lute

J¢& adj. unaware, negligent

-

O£ inf. to roar

3, n. clamour

>0 -

ylKaé  adj. dispelling sorrow, compassionate, sympathetic

Q:&nhic‘: inf. to roll
O3 i et inf. to make the most of
Js¢ n. a giant
@’ b adj. free, disengaged
J6 n. omen

423 n. sedition; trouble, calamity

adj. wide; ample
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n. affluence, prosperity

adj., n. one who raises

n. end, conclusion

adj. happy, auspicious

adj. wise

inf. to abate

adj., adv. down

n. lustre

inf. let down, let aside, disregard
n. glory, fortune

adj. graced with glory and splendors

adj. deceitful

adj. charming; deceitful, deceiving

adj. infatuated, charmed

n. regret

n. wailing

n. skills; arts

n. ermine

n. rest, repos

n. judgment; destiny, fate

n. tar



azd m. Caesar
4,57 adj. efficient
5,57 n., adj. worker; effective

350 n. camphor

f 3;..,\5 " adj. successful

e 8" n. indolence
355 adj. blue
Ol n. linen; cotton
Ol,5" n. end

l45.25  n. head, chief

3,5 n. deed

=~ D chair, throne
3  n. crookedness, disshonesty
sz:;\:;ii n. agriculture
OLES OLLS adv. by dragging
O )ggug inf. to bend

S n. loin, waist; rock
u*;:;j inf. to gird up oneself; to resclve upon doing something

et n. lasso

s n. den

S5 n. action; deed
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n. battlement, pinacle, crenation
n. mace
n. kettle-drum

inf. to pound

adj. huge (as a mountain)
n. pommel, hump

adj. junior

adj. youngest

n. religion

~ n. spite; revenge

n. revengefullness

inf. to avenge
adj. revengeful

n. buffalo

n. throne

adj. passing, transient
adj. dear

adj. heavy
adj. precious, important
inf. to tend

adj. mighty warrior, hero

adj. all around

adj. proud



TN S inf. to show stubbornness
3 f n. mace, club
4L ¢ n. bath
K3 n. pledge, mortgage
29 f EY) f adv. in groups

Pt )f adj. worth choosing

S Ll n. impudence
o $ inf. to break off

03,5 JeeS  inf. to dispatch
Obj e AR fluent, eloguent
u,.f n. excursion, travelling
0> _54.:( adj. opened, discovered, revealed
A._—-)\% n. rose-water
5l n. rose-garden
(Jefl% adj. rose-coloured
3 inf. to appoint
-h;f n. dome
4975 n. treasurer
49l 5 adj. having military skills, brave, courageous
o3 adj. fetid, decayed, filthy

adj. mighty warrior, hero
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adj. wholesome, refreshing, fresh

n. deer

n. colour

n. jewel, gem; essence

n. scuffle, conflict

inf. to boast

adj.y overflowing; overflowed
n. piece, part, while

n. bridle, rein

n. mourning
n. mare

n. fowl

adj. beautiful

adj. resembling

n. ferment; basis; capital
adj., n. claimant

adj. unconci;)us

n. meadow

n. eyelash

n. glad tidings

adj. afflicted, needy
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n: musk

n. helmet

inf. to suck

inf. to boast

n. Zeroastrian priest, magus
n. lamentation

adj. lovely

n. the ancient autumnal festival
adj. greatest, eldest

n. middle; waist

inf. to gird up oneself, to resolve upon doing something
n. ewe

n, a measure of distance

adj. wicked; useless
adj. fame-seeking

n, prey, game; hunt
n. boon companion
adj. soft

adj. thin

n. descent, breed, race
n. descent

n. portion, share



o,x 1. cry, clamour
»#5  adj. excellent, elegant, i)leasing
4e%; h. tune
3133 4asd n. musician
(oA 1. curse
35,5 U:.ai 4SS inf. to blame, to reproach
o 0N adj. of adverse fortune
)ldsN adj. upside down
QSE n. signet
U3, 5l inf. to pay homage
396 n. the first day of the year
le5 n.tune, melody
d=5 n. wailing, dirge
.ty adj. upstart
_>s n. nectar; pleasure
Ao g adj. desperate, hopeless
QSI; s j.: inf. to promise
Jig n. sapling
& adv. in secret

¢! n. crocodile (later, whale)

g5 N. dread

Yyvo
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n. ancestor

n. need

n. ancestors

n. sheath

n. litany, benediction, praise

n. device; deceit

n. reed-bed
adj. good

adj. well-wisher

adj. related, connected

adj., n. intermediator; medium
inf. to abandon

inf. to take off from

adj. eminent

inf. to cultivate, to exercise

n. description

inf. to ruin, to desolate
n. plain

n. tumult
n. lion
inf. to let; to put

ver., imp. beware!
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n. peer
n. equal in battle

n. equal

n. ambition, endeavor

inf. to make an effort

adj allied, of th same opinion, accomplice
adj. confidant

n. spouse

n. companion

n. desire

adj. frightening

n. awe

n. dromedary
inf. draw; extend

n. commemoration, memorial, remembrance, reminder
n. daring, ability, power
n. ruby

h. mane; heck
adj., n. assistant, supporter
n. divinities, God

adv. alltogether



4K, adj. unique; united; intimate

J» adj., n. powerful warrior, hero

rd
js n. greyhound
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The selection of the episodes follows the same order which is
found in the Shahnameh itself, They are prefaced by Firdausi’s
account of the circumstances which led to his composition of the
epic. In rendering Firdausi’s verse into prose, many details had to
be trimmed and abridged; but 1 have tried, as far as possible,
to keep to both Firdausi’s imagery and his language. Although
it would be impossible to do justice to Firdausi’s art in prose, I
hope the reader will not entirely miss the flavour of his poetry in
these renditions., Occasionally, in order to introduce the reader
to Firdausi’s own words or to avoid reducing some excellent lines
to my own prose, I have quoted a line or two from the original.
I have made sure however that such quotations fit into the narra-
tive, I very much hope that the book will be useful as a means
of cultivating a taste for the great epic itself.

It is my pleasant duty to thank Manuchehr Kasheff, my stu-
dent and friend, who has ably compiled the Persian-English glos-
sary for the benefit of the students of Persian; Abdollah Sayyar,
who has seen the book through the Press with great care; M.
Momayyez, who illustrated the book in a novel and imaginative
manner; Lily Iman (Ahy), who gave me helpful advice concerning
the choice of vocabulary; and finally Dr. Issa Sadiq, my former
teacher, who encouraged me to undertake the job.

Ehsan Yar-Shater
Columbia University
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and queens that the history of Iran is traced from the dawn
of civilization and the establishment of kingship in the world by
Kayomarth down to Yazdgird III, the last Sasanian monarch.
The progress of civilization is traced through discoveries and in-
ventions attributed to the kings of the first dynasty, from Kayo-
marth, who teaches people how to make skin clothes, to Jamshid,
who shows them how to mine metals, The golden age of Jamshid
15 brought to an end by the monstrous tyrant, Zahhak, whose op-
pression eventually prompts a widespread rebellion led by Kaveh
the Smith, and legitimate kingship is established again by Frey-
dun, a descendent of Jamshid.

Freydun divides the world between his three sons, giving the
central and the best part to his youngest son, Iraj, thereby making
his elder brothers jealous of him. The murder of Iraj by his two
brothers lays the foundation of a protracted feud between Iran
and her northern neighbour, Turan. The feud entails innumerable
wars and battles and provides the arena for Iranian and Turanian
warriors to demonstrate their dedication to the cause of their res-
pective lands. It is in the context of this feud that the mighty
Rustam, a vassal king of Sistan and the chief commander of the
Persian army under several kings, notably the impetuous, high-
handed and ungrateful Kay-Kavus, performs his feats of heroism,
winning many victories through his superior strength and skills.

The account of the wars between Iran and Turan is inter-
woven with a series of tragedies and tales of love and vengence,
passion and compassion, moving loyalties and shocking betrayals,
which mirror human nature in all its aspects and make of the
Shahnameh not only a superior epic but also a work of great
tenderness and singular insight. Thus the episodes dealing with
Zal and Rudabeh, in which love triumphs over tremendous odds;
the tragedy of Rustam and Suhrab, in which the old paladin kills
the young and incomparable Suhrab, only to discover that he has
slain his own son; and the story of the noble prince Siavush, who
1s forced to seek refuge in the land of Turan from the ruses of his
enamoured stepmother, only to fall victim to a fatal betrayal,
provide Persian literature with some of its most moving poems.

X



INTRODUCTION

‘The present book contains the main episodes of the Shahnameh
(The Epic of Kings), rendered in prose, from jts beginning to
Kay Kavus’ victory over the King of Mazandaran.

The Shahnameh, a monumental work of some 60,000 verses in
couplet form and one of the major world epics, was composed in
the 10th century by the poet Firdausi from sources which ref-
lected Iranian “national history”, Since its composition, 1t has
completely overshadowed all similar attempts and has been recog-
nized as a work of the highest literary merit, placing Firdausi in the

first rank of Persian pocts.
A treasure-house of ancient Iranian myths and legends, the
Shahnameh, nevertheless, contains much which is based on factual

history. This is particularly true of the latter parts of it, which
treats of the Sasanian dynasty (226-651 A.D.). In fact the Shah-
nameh is one of our major sources for the history of this period. It
must be borne in mind, however, that the Shahnameh was not con-
ceived as a mere recording of historical reality, but, rather, as a
work serving a superior purpose. It was conceived as an expres-
sion of Persian national sentiments through a recounting of what
the Persians considered their “national history”. It was to serve
the purpose of maintaining the integrity of the country and its
institutions through the example of the deeds and exploits of Per-
sian kings and heroes.

Monumental in conception and heroic in style, the Shahnameh
idealizes the traditional virtues of patriotism, bravery and defense
of one’s own kin. The prime upholders of these virtues are the
warrior kings and their valorous vassals, who form the chief charac-
ters of the epic. In fact it is through the succession of Persian kings

Y&y
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